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-.-tti Urry*$ Edition I72t, 

THE CANTERBURY TALES 

From Tyr-ubWi Edition 177$. 

Oreic well CHAUCER whau yc tuctc 

Of ditect xnd of foni^s cladc. 

The which he — mitie, 

The loBde fuliaUed it over all. COWER. 

Mr n^AerCII AUCLK — chlefeporte nf Brctawic 

Wbnin all thi« lunde Tcbulde ot r^gh t prefc-rrc, 

SIrh of our langage he was the liKte-lterre— .- 

That made firlt to dyflyile and ra> nc 

The gtikl dewe dmpys of f[icche and eloquence 

Into oar tun(;e thru;;h K\i excellence. LVOC AT E . 

Ttw honour of E-.ciin-. 10*1^ i<. i\vit—— 
My fnaytte^CH AUCKK, Hourr 01 eloquence, 
MirmuT'iffrueluoukcntcndcmcnt, 
Univerfel fadir in fcicnce — • 
Thit liiiidii vermyti-efouran'! rlchcF;—.. 
The firJtc fynder of .ur .ayrc lan(p>re. OCCLE V E . 

Vcneraf.illCJ!ALTE".:,v"":; 'p^llpoctebatpcre, 
Ucvirly trumpet, 01 ^ege a'idcr'^ulerC) 
Iniluqucnie n^i'mCtCoadiO. art*. di.ill, 
M>Ilcy fount cne,c'itr: ftr?'n'l,rj:d ri-isriillf 
t>f frefche emiitc throw A Ibioun ilknd hraid. DOUGLA j. 

O revereadCilAL'CEK ! mfcuf retQuuri<all, 
Va in cu re toungtIiHir imperial 

hat raifein Briltance\ir,quhar'' " 
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POETICAL WORKS 

GEOFF. CHAUCER. 

IN rODRTEEV VOLUMES. 

THE MISCELLANEOUS PIECES 

From Vrry*t Edition \-^%t 

THE CANTERBURY TALES 

From Tyr'u'bilVs Edition 1775 

Crete well CHAUCER whan ye mctc 

Of diteet and of fonges glade^ 

The wbicb be — made. 

The loade futl6Ued i* over all. GOWER . 

Mr maifterCHAUCER— chlefcpoetr of Breta^ae. — 
VTbnm all this loade fchalde of rygh t pref errc, 

Sirh of our laogage be was the lurie-lterre 

That made firfl to dy ftr'ile and rav ue 

The gold dCM'edropys <if fpcche and eloquence 

Into our tuneetbrup;h!n« excellence. LVDGATE. 

The hon:iur of Englifi*. tonj; is dcUe 

My mayfter CHAUCER, flourc of cloqucucCi 

MirrouTfjffrudluousenlcndemtnt, 

Univerfel fadir in fcicnce — - 

This limdis verray trefourand ncheR'c~-« 

The firile fynder of .ur .'ay re langp^e- OCCLEV E . 

VcnerabillCriAL'CE'.l,'t>ri;i .ip.-ii: pocle but pcrc, 
Hcvinly trumpet, oitegea^<}rc^u1erc« 
Jn eloquence i)alnic,c<.vidift xrA di?.'.!, 
M\ Iky fount&nCjCl:'': ftr?*i'l,rj:d ruis riill, 
Of frefcheenditc throw Albioun lUndhraid. DOUCLAJ. 

O reverend CHAUCER: rofcof rethourii all, 
Ai in oure toung tlour imperial 
Ihat raifein Brittaneevir,qubareii!isnq!it 
ThiMi briris of Malcers the triumphs myall. 
The f rcfcbc enaeijlt termes celchinl I : 
This maiercoutb baif illuminit ful*. biirl't, 
AVa«thiNi niicht,ui our Inhiioall tlic li^L', 
SurniiHintir.g every toung tcrrcT riall 
As fsr as Mayi's morrow doisinidr.i^bt. n^TW. \n 
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THE ROMAUNT OF THE llOSii:. 

^/lANT meone faioe that in fweveninges 

Ther n*i& but fables smd leiipges; 

Bat yet menne male fome fwevin fpne 

Whiche hardily that falfc oe bene, 

But aftirwarde ben apparaunt, . 5 

This male I dramn to warraunt. 

An author that hight Macrube.«, 
That halte not drcmis faife ne lefe. 
Bur undoith us the avifioun 
That whilom mette King CIpioun. lo 

Tbi Romaunt of the Ro/c'} This bookwas begun in F rencli vcrU. 
by William dc Lorris, and iinifhed forty years after by John CI 0- 
pinell, alias John Moone/born at Mewen upon the river ol Loy- 
cr, not far from Paris, as appeareth by Molinet the Frcncli au- 
thor upon tiie morality of The Romaunt, and afterward it arJ' 
latcd for the trwft part intoEnglifh metre by Ge£Vey Chaucer, 
but not flnilhed. It is cntituled The Romaunt of this Role, 01 
The Art of Love; wherein arc flicwed the helps and fuithcr- 
ances as alfo the lets and impediments that lovers have in their 
fuits. In this book the author hatli many glances at tlic h.ypo- 
crifyof the clergy, whcrdsy he g(it himfelf fuch hatred airur.;^lt 
them that Gcrfon Chancellor of Paris writetli thus of hirn t 
lay*th he.Thercwasonccalled Johannes Meldinci!l:s who \\ rote 
a book called The Romaunt of the Rofc, which book if I only 
had, and that tliere were no more in the world, it I nii};ht hnvc 
500 pound for the fame I would rather burn it than i.ikc thr*. 
money. He faith more, that if he thought the aulhor thereof 
did not repent him for that book before he dyed he ivcula 
vouchiafe to pray for him no more than he would for ]in.Ui 
ttil betrayed Cluift. Vrry. 
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6 THE ROM AUNT Or TBB ROSC 

And who fo faith and weneth it he 
A }apc or els a nicete 
To wenc that dremisaftir fal^ 
Let who fo iiHe a fole me cal; 
For this trowe I, and fay for me^ 
That dremis dgnlfiaunce be 
Of gude and harme to many wigKtes 
'I'hat dremia in ther ilepe a nightes 
Full many thingis covirtly 
That fallin aftir opinly. 

Within my twenty ycrc of age, 
Whan that Love takith his corage 
Of yonge folke, I went^ fone 
To bed, as I was wont to done, 
And fade I flepte, and in fleping . 
Me mettd fache a fwevining 
That likid me wondirous wele, 
But in that fwevin' is ner a dele 
That it n*i8 aftirwarde befal, 
Right as this dreme wol tell usal. 

Now this dreme wol I rime a right 
.To make your hertis gay and light, 
For Love itprayith, and alfo 
Commaundith me, that it be fo. 

And if there any alkin me 
Whether that it be he or fhe, 
AndTiow thbbokd whiche is here 
^'halhatt, whioh i\aX I rcdc you herc^ 
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That lufty place and that riv<re : 

With that watif that ran fo dere 

My face I wiihe, tho fawe I Welti 115 

The botome ipavid eyeridele 

With gravell, f ul of ilonis ihene» 

The medowis fofte, fote, and grene. 

Beet right upon the watir fide ; 

Ful clere was than the morowe tide» X30 

And ful attempre out of drede ; 

Tho gan I walkin thrown the mede, 

Downwarde evir in my playing 

Nigh to the river's fide coaiUng. 

And whan I had a while igone 135 

I Hiwe a gardin right anone 
Full long and brode, and everidek 
Encloiid was and wallid wele 
With hie walls enbatailid. 

Portrayed without, and well entaylid X40 

With many full riche portreitures, 
And both the* imagis and peintures 
Gan I beholdin befily ; 
And I wol tcl you redily 

Of thilke imagis the femblaunce, I AS 

As ferre as I have remembraunce. 

Amiddis fawe 1 Hate yftonde, 
That for her wrathe, and ire, and ondci 
S<^mid to be a minoreffe, 
An angry wightg a chidirefici IjO 




IT 

Andhlci^ ndkJXcangt 

My feniMinnf 

Andihewa! 

Butlikeawode 

YfirooBddfiDvlcvshcrvifape, I5; 

And gnnmng tof diqwuiw wgc } 

Her nofe yfnortid ap IflrioK, 

FbI hidoiis was flic iv to feflc ; 

Fol fioole and nifty wai Ac this; 

HerhedhmthiBwasiwis tto 

Fol giimlj with a grcce tawafle* 

Ao hnage of anocfare'eataile 
AliftehaUcwasherfrftyhy; 
Her name above her bed £nre I, 
And Ihe was caOid Felenj. 16 S 

Anothre' image, dot ViDaiiy 
Tdepid was, fawe I and foode 
Upon the wall 00 her right hoode i 
Tbis VUlanf was like fbmdcle 
That ochre* image, and tmfiith wcle f/O 

She femid a widdd cietvr e ; 
By coootenaooce in portreitnre 
She femid be f ol difpitoos. 
And eke fnl proiide aod ootragioos. 

Wei coade he paint, I undertake, 1 75 

That foch an image coude imake ; 
Vol foole and chorlich femid fhe. 
And eke ▼illeiooo5te to bc^ 
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And litil could of noriture 
To wor(hipj>e any creature. 

And cexte was paintid Covetlfe, 
That cg^rh folke in jnaoy' a gife 
7'o t:;kc and yeve ri^ht nought again, 
An'l grcte trefouris up to hinc. 

And that is (he that for ufure 
J.criith to many a crcture 
The lalTe for the more winning, 
Ibo covitous is her brenning ! 
And that is (he for pennis fcle 
'J'liat techith for to robbe and fide 
T\a fc thevis and thcfe fmalc hariotcs, 
A nd that* is routhe, for by thcrr throtes 
Jul many one hongith at laft; 
Si.c inakith folke compafle and call 
'J^l tukin othir folkis thing 
'J'Jirwugh robbery' or mifcoveting; 
And that is fhe that makith trechours, 
And flic that makith falfc pledours, 
'J hat with ther termis and ther domes 
I).) maidiiis, childrin, and ckegromes, 
7 jur licritagc, alas! forgo: 
]'u! crokid were her hondi> two, 
}''*)r Covctifc is cvir wode 
'J'o j;ripin othir foUcis gode: 

I'or Covctifc for her winning 
J'iy) )cfc hath othir mcnpis thing 
4 
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Another image fet faagh I 
Kezte onto Covedfe h& hj^ 
And Ihe was depid A-varice ; 
Vvl foole in painting waa that fice, 210 

Ful iad and caitife was ihe eke. 
And aifo grene ai any leke; 
So erill hewed was her coloore 
Her femed to' haye lirid in langoora 2 
She was like thing for hnngir ded, 115 

That lad her life oneiy hj fared 
Knedin with eifel ftrong and egre. 
And therto ihe was lene and megre ; 
And ihe was clad fbi porirly 
Al in an oldd tome courtpye 2 29 

Ak (he were all with doggis tome. 
And bothe behinde and eke befome 
Yciootid was ihe beggirly. 

A mantil honge her faile by 
Upon a benche both weke and fmale ; 225 

A bumette cote honge there withal, 
Y£irrid with no menivere, 
But with a furrd rough of here 
Of lambe ikynnys he vy and biake ; 
It was fiill olde I undirtake, 130 

For Avarice to clothe her wele 
Ne hailith her nevir adele. 
For certainly it were her lothe 
To werin of that ilkc clothe, 
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Andifltwereforweridfhe 235 

Would havin full gret nicete 

Of clothing er (he bought her newc, 

Al were it bad of wol and hewe. 

This Avarice helde in her hande 
A purfe which that honge by a bande, 140 

And that ihe hid and bonde fo fix onge 
Men muft abidin wondir longe 
Out of the purfe er there come ought, 
For that ne comith in her thought : 
It was not certain^ her entent 24$ 

Tliat fro that purfe a peny went. 

And by that image nigh inough 
Was paintid Envy, that nere lough, 
Nor nevir wel in her hcrt ferde 
Bu t if Hie either fawe or herde ftj • 

Some grete mifchaunce or gretc difefe : 
Nothing ne may fo much her plefe 
As mifchcfe and mifaventure ; 
Or whan fhe feeth difcomfiture 
ITpon any worthy man fall, 455 

Than likith her right well withall 2 
She is full glad in her corage 
Yt Ihc fe any grete linage 
Ec brought to naught in Ihamful wife ; 
A lid if a man in honour rife 26^ 

Or by his wit or his prowefle, 
01 thiit ihe hath gret heyinefTc* 
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^or trniUth wele (he goeth nie wode 

Whan any dutunce yhapith gode. 

Enry is of fuche cruelte 16$ 

That faith ne trouth ne holdith (he 

To frende ne felowe badde or gode ; 

Ne ihe hath kinne none of her blode 

That ihe n*ift ful cher enemy ; 

She n*oide, I dare faine hardily, 1 70 

That her own fathir farid wcle : 

And fore abicth ihe every dele 

Her malice and her male talent, 

For ihe is in fo grete turment 

And hate fuche whan that folke doth gode 2 75 

That nigh ihe meltith for pure wode : 

Her hert fo kervith and fo brcketh 

That God the pcplc wel a wreketh. 

Envy I wis ihall nevir let 
Some blame upon the folke to fet : aSo 

I trowe that if Envy i-wis 
Yknew the befl^ man that is 
On this fide or beyonde the fe 
Yet fomwhat lackin him wold ihe 5 
And if he were fo hende and wife 985 

That (he ne might abate his prife. 
Yet would ilie blame his worthineiTe, 
Or by her wordis make it IciTc. 
1 fawe Envy in that painting 
Vbad a wondirful lokin^, l^o 

Bij 
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For {He nc lokid but awrie 
Or ovirthwarte, all bagging^ly; 
And ihe had a full foule ufage, 
Slic niightin loke in no Tilagre 

f man ne woman forth right plaine, 395 
But fliette her one eye for difdaine ; 

So for envie ybrennid fhe 

Whan (he might any man yfc 

Thut faire or worthy were or wife. 

Or cllis (lode in fulkis prifc. 300 

Sorowe waspaintid next £nvie 
Upon that wal of mafonrie ; 
£ut wel was fene in her colour 
'I hat (lie had livid in langonr ; 
Her femid to have the jaundice ; 3C5 

Noc halfe fo pale was Avarice, 
Nc nothing alike of IcneiTe, 

1 or forowe, thought, and grete dlflxeiTe, 
'I'hat (he had fufifrid day and night 

Mudc her yelowe, and nothing bright : 5x0 

Fill fade, pale, and megre, alfo. 
Was nevir wight yet halfc fo wo 
As that her femid for to be, 
Nor fo fulfilled with yre as ihe ; 
I trow that no wight might her plefe, 3 15 

Nor do that thing that might her e(e; 
Kor (lie ne would her forowc flake, 
At^r comfort none unto her takci 
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I Bo dtp* ywas her wo begonne, 
■And eke hec heri id angre roone. 
pA torawful thiag wcl femid Qic; 
IT Ihc had nothing Howe ybe 
rtnbefcmcliiilallhrrfau, 
id far to Ten L in many place 
:r dothei, and for t-u icrc her (wire, 
' A( (he that W38 fuiaied afire- 
And all to Corne laie 
About her Ihuldcrsl 
Aiflie that hjdlt al 
For angre and for m 
And etel tell yoi 
How that Ihe wept I 
In varlde n'ii wigh ira oi nene. 

That had yfciie ben «ea fmsite. 
That u'olde hare hau ui her pile. 
So wo bepon a fhidg vf« ftie. 
She all ra ddht her Telf for wo, 
Audfrnntetogidirherhondci twoj 
Tn Sorowe was iiictUll enteotife, 
Th«t wofuD rcchilefle caititi:, 
Her roaghli littk of playing, 
prof clipping or of Lining, 
For who fa farowfull ii in hette 
Him luAiih not to pUie ne flerle, 
Nor for to dauncin ne to filig, 
Me male his herte in temper bring 
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To make joie on cTcn or morowe, 
For joie is contrary to forowe. 

Elde was ypaiotid alter thit. 
That fhortir was a fote i-wit 
Than (he was wont in her yonghede ; 
Unneth her felf fhe might yfede : 
j So feble and fo old was (he 

'. That fadid was ail her beautc ; 

■ 

I Full falo wc was waxen her colour ; 

Her heddc for hore was white as flour : 
I wis grete qualme ne were it none, 
Ne finne, although her life were gone. 
AU woxin was her body* unweldc, 

I And drie and dwinid all for elde : 

A foule forwelkid tiling was (he, 
Th at whilom round and foft had be : 
Her hcris fhokin faft withall. 
As from her hedde they wouldin fall; 

I Her face yfrouncid and forpined, 

t And bothe her hondis lorne fordwiocd ; 

So old (he was that (he ne went 
A fote but it were by potent. 
The time that paffith night and daie. 
And re(lilc(re travailith aie. 
And ilelith from us privily, 
That to us femith fikirly 
I'hat it in one poind dwe!lith erer, 
./l/iJcertis it DC rc/h'th never. 
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But goeth fo fail and paifith aie 3 75 

That there n'is man that thinkin mak 

What time that now preTent is, 

AOdth at thefe grete derkis this ; 

For men thinkin it redily 

Tbn timis ben ypaffid by ' 38« 

The time that maie not fojoume, 

But goth and maie nevir retonrnCi 

As watir that doune runnith aie. 

But nevir droppe retoornd maie. 

There maie nothin|r as time endure, 3 Zs 

Nemetall nor yerthly creture, 

For all^ thing is frette and (hall, 

The time eke that ychaungith all. 

And all doeth waxe and foftrid be, 

And all^ thing diftroyith he ; 390 

The time that eldith our aunceftours, 

And eldith kinges and emperonrs, 

And that us all (hall ovircomen, 

£r that deth us (hall have nommen, 

The timd that hath all in welde ^gs 

To elden folke had made her elde 

So inly, that to my weting 

She mightin helpe her felf nothing, 

But tourned ayen unto childhede : 

She had nothing her felf to lede, 4CO 

Ke witte ne pithe within her hold. 

More than a child of two yerc old. 
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But nathdeflc I trowe that flie 
Was fairc fomtixne and frdhe to fe 
Whan (he was in her rightfuil age, 
But ihe was pafl all that pafiagc» 
And was a doted thing becomen t 
A furrid cappe on had (he nommen ; 
Well had flie cladde her felf andwarme, 
For cold might els doin her harme : 
Thefe old folke havin alwaie cold, 
Thtr kinde is foche whan thei ben old. 
An othir thing was down there write 
I'hat femid like an ipocrite, 
And it was clepid Papelardie ; 
That like is (he that priyilie 
Kc fparith ner a wicked dede 
Whan men of her takin none hede. 
And makith her outward precious 
With pale vifagc and pitous, 
And fcmith a fimple crcture, 
But there n*is no mifaventure 
That (he ne thinketh in her corage : 
Full like to her was thilke image 
That makid was like her femblaunce. 
She was full (imple* of countenaunce ; 
And (he was dothid and eke (hod 
A§ (he were for the lo?e of God 
Yholdin to religion, 
Stfcbc faoid her devocioa. 
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A pUtir helde ibe b£t in hondcy 
And bttfily ihe gan to fonde 
To make many a faint praaere 
To God and to bis faindis dere : 
Ne ihe was gaie, f re(he, ne jolife, 435 

Bat femed to be full entcntife 
To god^ werkis and to faire, 
And therto fbe had on an haire. 

Ne certis fhe was fatte nothing. 
But femid wcrie for f afling : 4 4<3 

Of coioor pale and dede was (he ; 
From her the gates aie wamid be 
Of Paradife, that blisfull place, 
Forfochefolke makin lene ther grace, 
A» Chrift faieth in his Evangile, 4 4^ 

To get 'hem prife in toune a while, 
And for a little glory veigne 
Thei leGn God and eke his reigne. 

And aldir lafl of evcrichone 
Was paintid Povertc* all alone, 45 O 

That Dot a peny had in hold, 
Alciiough that fhe her clothi« fold, 
And though (he fhold an hongid be, 
Fornakid as a worme was ihe. 
And if the wether (lormie were 455 

For cold fhe (hold have dyid there. 

She ne* had on but a (Iraite old facke, 
iliid many* a cloute on it there flacke ; 
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This was her cote and her manteie; 

No more was there nevir a^dele 466 

To clothe her with ; I undirtake 

Crete iefir hadde fhe to quake 3 

And ihe was put that I of talke 

Ferre fro thefe othre', up in an halkei 

There lurkid and there courid (he, 465 

For povirthii^g, where fo it be, 

Is fhamefaft and dii^tiiki aie ; 

A Gurild maie well be that daie 

That povir man conceiyid is» 

For God wote ail to felde i-wis 4 70 

Is any pore man well ifed, 

Or well arayid or icied. 

Or well helovid, in foche wiii; 

In honour that he maie arife. 

Alle thefe thingis well avifed^ 4 TS 

As I have you er this devifed, 
With gold and afure ovir all 
Pepaintid were upon the wall : 
Square was the wall, and high fomdele, 
Enclofid and ibarrid wele 4^^ 

In (ledc of hegge was that gardin, 
Came nevir no fhepherd therein : 
Into that gardin welly wrought 
Who fo that me coud have ybrought 
By ladders, or c!s by degre, 4S5 

It wouldc V. cU have likid mc ; 



For foche folace, fochc joie and pleie, 

I trowe ibm nevir man ne feie 

At was in thatpl^cs delicious: 

The gardin was not daungermn 

To hcrboTowt hirdci mjjiy one ; 

So riche a yae wai acvir none 

Of birdis iong and braoDchJ; ^"ne, 

Tberinwerebirdiii 

Than bcD ia all ibe i 

Full blisTull was the , 

Oltherwctepetoui | 

For all tbis woclde {( f 

AndimffElfror 
■Wliailllhcrbli.full 
That for an hundrid ild I, 

If that chcpalTageo] 
H^diRjbeuntuni< ... 
That Iii'oldetnttia -"ftole 
Th'afferablcfGodl ie jt frocDrc!) 
Of bii-dii wbichc that therein ware. 
That foDgin througb tbcr mery ihrotfs 
Daundtof lose and tnerjr notes. 

Whan 1 thus herd the foulis fing 
HeUfailmawaimEiilIng 
By whiche art or by what engin 
I might come into that gnrdm ; 
But waie I couihe ncfiiidin none 
Into that gardln for to gone. 
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Ne nought wiil I if that there were 
Eichir a hole or a place where 
By v^hiche I mightin have entre; 
Ne there was none to techin me, 
For I was all alone i-wis. 
For wo and for anguiihe of this. 
Till at the lafte bethought I me 
That by no waie ne might it be. 
There n'as ladder ne waie to pace. 
Or hole, into fo faire a place; 
Tho gan ! go a foil grete pace 
Environ, evin in compas. 
The dofing of the fquard wall, 
Till that I founde a wicket fmall 
So fliette that I ne might in gone. 
And othir entre was there none. 
Upon this dore I gan to fmite 
That was fo fetis and fo Utt^ 
For othir waie cond 1 not feke. 
Full long 1 ihofe and kneckid eke. 
And (lode full long all herkining 
If 1 herd any wight coming, 
1'ill that the dore of thilke entre 
A maidin curteis opened me ; 
Her here was as yelowe of hewe 
As any baiin fcourid newe ; 
Her flefhe tendir as is a chike, 
h^jth heat hrowis both fmothe and fiil 
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And thereto by mown mu^ were 

The opening of her cyin den ; 

Hernoleofgodepropordoo; 545 

Her eycn graie as Urn fancoo ; 

With fwete breth and wel iaToared ; 

Her hcc white and well coloored ; 

With little moutbe aod round to iSe ; 

A clovin chino^ eke had file ; cjo 

Her necke was of gode iaihion, • 

Ia length and gretnefle by reiba, 

WithoQtin bleinc, orfcabbe, or roine; 

Fro Hierofalem* to Borgoine 

There n*is a fairer necke i^wis ^^s 

To fcle how Imothc and £oh it is; 

Her throte aifo fo white ^hcwe 

As foowe on braunche ylhowid newe ; 

Of body full well wrought was ike, 

Men nedin not in no coontre j ^ o 

A fairer bodie for to feke ; 

And of 6ne orfraithad ihe eke 

A chapilet, fo fcmely on 

Nc nevir werid raaide upon; 

And faire above that-chapilec 5 65 

A rofe garlande had (he yfet ; 

She had aifo a gaur mirrour; 

And with a riche golde trefour 

Her hedde was treflid full queintly ; 

licr flevjs fowid ietouilj ; ^".^ 







OfdoAofGaun 

^"'"'TiSnodrichay. 

^"'tdtedoenaUheriournc. 

Shchadalnft'^/' . htnedaie 
OfnocKingtut't^ wy. 

^^''"^ iyfortofe. 
UhonW.dhera.lte ^^j,;^,,,, 
Andafc-.dh«l><'^\^j^iaeke? 

i Andmetoine** ^^„„,^ 

Ucofb«anf*eteda S „^, 

Bat£aireanfv<e.de.an J^^j^^^ 

^V„.Sir,tnynan-.^^„,i.ffe.. 
And that oto^^;„g 

But to my p^^ 
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Ard for to kembe and trefie me : 

Acquairttid am I and prire 6r,o 

With Mirthe, the lorde of this gardin» 

That fro the* londe of Alexaodrin 

Made the treis hithlr be fet 

7'A2t in this gardin ben ifet ; 

And whan the trees were woxe an hight 605 

This wall, that (lant here in thy %ht, 
Did Mirthe endofin all about ; 
And thcfc imagis all withoot 
He did *heni bothe entaile and paint 
That neither ben jolife ne quaint, 6 10 

But thei ben full of forowe and wo, 
As thou hail fenc a while ago. 

And eft timis him to folace 
Sir iVfirche comith into this place, 
And eke with him come hismeinc, 615 

That liven* in luft and jolite ; 
And now is Mirthe therein, to here 
The birdis how they fingin clcre. 
The mavis and the nightingale. 
And othir joly birdis fmale ; 610 

And thus he walkith to folace 
I Him and his folke, for fwettir place 
To playin in he maic not finde 
Although he fought one in till Inde; 
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The althir fairift folkc to fe 
That in this worlde maie foande ybe 
Hath Sir Mfrthe with him in hit rout, 
That fobwen him alwaiet about. 

Whan IdilnelTe had tolde all this. 
And I had harkened well i-wit. 
Than faied I to Dame IdilneiTe, 
Now all fo wifely God me blcfle, 
Sith Mirthe, that is fo faire and fre, 
J 8 in this yerd with his meine, 
Fro thilke afTemble if I maie 
Shall no man wcrne me to date, 
That 1 this night ne mote it fc, 
For well wene I there with him be 
A fairc and joly companie 
Fulfillid of all curtifie. 
And forth withoutin wordis mo 
In at the wickit went I tho 
That IdilnelTe had opened me 
Into that gardin faire to fc : 
And whan that I was in i-wis 
IMine herte was full glad of this. 
For well wende I full iikirly 
Have ben in Faradife ycrthly. 
So faire it was, that truftich well 
It femed a place efpirituell ; 
For ccrtis as at my devife 
TAcrcis no phce iJ\ Paradife 



So gode in for 10 dwell or 1.0 
Ai in that gardia thoughtin me; 
For there was many' a birde DnginBt 
Tboroughout the ycrde lU ihtiuging, 
la maay pUcis Dighiingalen, 
And alpes, and finchc 9, and wodcwsles, 
That in cher fwete fuii); de)iti;ii 
ia thilke placis as thr' '"■l-"»n 

There mighlii. nn i 

Oflurtflsandoflay. 
Clulauiidrie Tele j{^\ 
That very nigh fbifo 
And thruflils, tetim, 
Thai fongio for to w i pri 

And eke to rurmoun .ong 

Tbit othir liirdls 'hem emong; 
By note y madia faire TerTire 
TheTehLrdis that I you de»ift; 
Thci Coag ther fong u faii« and wcle 
As atigeli doen eTpiriiuell; 
And trullith me whan I 'hem herds 
Full luiiie and fall wcU I f^rdc. 
For ncvir yet fothe mdadie 
Was herd of man that mightin die* 
Sache fwete fong u was 'hem emang. 
That me ttioughl it no bird'ij fong, 
BLiiiwaHWondirliltetobe 
Song of mcremaidins of ilic [e. 
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That for her iinging is fo derc ; 
Though we Mercmaidins clcpe *hem here 
In Englifhe, as is our ufaunce, 
Men dcpin ''hem Sereins in Fraance, 

Ilntentife werinfortofing . 6Zs 

I'hefe birdis, that not tinkonning 

Were of ther craft and a prentife. 

But of fong fubtiil and eke wife;. 

And certis whan I herd ther fong. 

And fawe the gren^ place emong, 6^9 

In herte I west fo wondir gaie 

That I was nevir er that daie 

So jolifc nor fo well bigo, 

Ne mcry* in herte, as I was tho ; 

And than wiil T and fawe full well 695 

That Idilncffe me fervid well, 

That me put in foche jolite : 

Her frende well ought I for to be 

SIthe ihe the dore of that gardin 

Had opinid and let me in. ycO 

From hennis-forthe how that 1 wrought 
I (hall you tellin as me thought. 
Firft whereof Mirthe yfervid there. 
And eke what folke there with him were, 
"Without fable I woU difcrive, 705 

And alie that gardin eke as blive; 
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1 woll you tellin aftir thb 

The faire faffion all i-wis 

That well y wrought was for the nones; 

I maie not tell you all at ones, ^ 10 

Bat as I maie and can I (hall 

By order tellin you it all. 

Full faire fervice, and eke full fwete, 
Thefe birdis madin as thei fete ; 
Layis of love fall well founing j 15 

Thei fongin in ther jargoning ; 
Some hie and Idmc eke lowe yfong 
Upon the braunchis grene ifprong ; 
The fwetenefle of ther melodic 
Made all mine herte in revelrie. 720 

And whan that I had herd 1 trowe 
Thefe birdis lingiog on a rowe 
Than might I not withholdin me 
That I ne went in for to fe 

Sir Mirthe, for all my defiring 7 15 

Was him to fene ovir all thing; 
His countenaunce and his manere 
I'hat fight was unto me full dere. 

Tho went t forthe on my right honde, 

Doune by a little pathe I fonde 739 

Of mineis full and feneil grene ; 

As fafi^ by withoutin wene 
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51r Mcniie I £oc£dc« and rigfit anoB 
"L'z:- 5ir Mirc!ieg2s I to gwi, 

Ar. i wkh hiz: in itit laftic place 

i\*lre folkc idd fc freihe h&d he 
T': zz whan I fawc I vrocdiid mc 
Frc whcnxus tocike foike mightin come, 
5 '- iiiTC thti weriu all and fomey 74 O 

i rr :hc: wcrcn like, as to mj fiigfct, 
7 o i::geh that ben fuhered bright. 

Thcfe ft like, cf whxche I tell you fo, 
r ' on a karolc wentin tho : 

A ;jic:e karolcd *hem that bight 745 

t iiatineife, the bli^fuil and the light: 
W:. !I could ihe fing and ludiiy, 
Nor.e halfc fo well and femily, 
Aiul cothe make in fong foche reiJraining 
1 1 fate her won Jir well to fing : 75O 

Her voice full clcre was and full fwete ; 
^!hc was not rude ne yet unmete, 
liut couthe inough for foche doing 
As longith unto karolling, 

lor (he was wonte in every place 755 

'I'o fingin firfl folke to folace, 
lor finging mode flie gave her to j 
No crafte had Ihe fo icfc to doc. 

77/0 mjghtih thoVL karollis fcnc, 
^/jcJ foJke daunce and merk ben , *1 (>o 
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And made many a Cure toorniog 

UjMO the greni grafle fpriDginy ; 

There mlghtift thoo fe thefe flatoun^ 

MinfiralUi and eke jog^Joon, 

That well to fiagin did ther paine: ^6^ 

Some fongin fongis of Lorainey 

For in Loraine ther notis be 

Fall fwctir than in this cootre* 

There was many a timbeftcre» 

And (aOoort, that I dare weUfvcn 770 

Ycotlie iher craft full parfitly ; 

Tli« tunhria op fbUiabtiUy 

Thei caftin, and hent them full ofc 

Upon a fingir faire and foft. 

That thei ne failid nevir mo. 7 75 

FoU letis damofellis two, 

Right yong, and full of femelyhede. 

In kirtils and none othir wede : 

And faire ytrei&d every trefle 

Had Mirthe ydoen hr his nobkfle 7 80 

Amidde the carole for to dannce. 

9iit hereof lieth no remembraonce 

How that thei dannfid ^ueintily. 

That one would come dl priTily 

Ayen that othre% and whan thei were 7 85 

Togtthre' almofte thei threwe ifere 

Thtf monthis fo, that through ther plaie 

It kndd as thei kiil aiiniie ; 
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To dauncln well couthc thci the gife ; 
What ihould I more to you devifc ? 
Nc bode 1 nevir thennit go 
Whiles that 1 fawe 'hem dauncin fo. 
Upon the karoll wondir faft 
1 gan bcholde, till at the lafl 
A ladic ^an nic for to' efpie, 
And (he was cicpid Curtcfie, 
The worfhipfullf the debonaire; 
1 praie to (^od f r fall her fairc ! 
Full curtifiv Ihc call id me. 
What wo you there. Beau Sire ? (quod flic) 
Comiih, and if it likith you 
To daunoin, daunHth with us now. 
And I A\ ithoutin tarying 
Ywent int.) the caroling : 
I wa< abalhid ncr a dele, 
Lut it to nu likiJ right welc 
'1 hat CurtcTie me cicpid fo. 
And bade nic un the daunce ygo. 
Tor if I haddC duril certain 
1 would have karoUid right fain, 
A^ man that wa>i to daunce right blithe : 
Than gan I lokin oftefithe 
The (hape, the bodies, and the cheres, 
i be vountenaunce, and the manercs, 
kH ail the folke that dauncid there, 
Aiid//haU tcH'iD what thti ivere. 
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Full falre was Mirthe, full longe and high, 
A fairer man I nevir Ggh : 
As rounde as aple was his face, 
Full roddie* and white in every place ; 8ao 

Fetis he was and well befeie. 
With metely mouthe, and cyin greie ; 
His nofe by mcfure wroaghc full right ; 
Crifpc was his here, and eke full bright ; 
His fhulderis of larg^ brede, 825 

And fmalifhe in the girdelftedc ; 
He fcmid like a portreiture, 
So noble* he was of his flature. 
So fairc, fo jolie', and fo fctife. 
With limmis wrought at poiniSl dcvife, 8 jo 

Deliver, fmerte, and of grete might, 
Kcfawe thou nevir man fu light; 
Of berde unncth had he nothing, 
For it was in the firftc fpring ; 
Full yonghe was, and mcric'of thoujrht, 8^5 

And in famctte with birdis wrought ; 
And with golde bete full fctoufly 
His bodie was clad full richeiy ; 
Wrought was his robe in ftra^ngc gife. 
And all to flittered for qoeintife 8 ^9 

In many a place, lowe and hie ; 
Aod fliodc he was with grctc malflrie 
With (hone decopid» and with lace, 
£y drurie and eke by foiace \ 
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His lefe a rofin chapilet 

Had made, and on his hedde It fet. 

And wetin ye who was his lefe ? 
Dame GladdeiTe there wa< him fo lefe, 
That fingeth fo well with glad corage, 
That from ihe was twelve yere of age 
She of her love graont to him made : 
Sir Mirthe her by the fixigir hade 
A dauniing, and ihe him alfo; 
Crete love there was a twix *hem two; 
Bothe were thei faire and bright of hewe ; 
She femid like a rofe ncwe 
Of colours, and her fleflic fo tender. 
That with a brerc fmale and tender 
Men might it deve, I dare well fain ; 
Her forhedde froundles all plain ; 
Bent werin her eye^browis two; 
Her eyin graie, and glad aUb, 
That laughdin aie in her femblaunt 
Firft or the monthe by covenauot ; 
I n*ot what of her nofe difcrive, 
So faire hath no woman alive ; 
Her here was yelowe', and clere ihining ; 
I wot no lady fo liking. 

Of orfraies freibbvas her ^arlande ; 
I, whiche that fene have a thoufande, 
Sawe ner i'wis no garlande yet 
So fvcJ) jrwrought of Hike as it ;^ 

J 



AnAio an ovir gilt Tamitc 
y deddc (he wai by grete delite, 
Otwhichc hfrlcfc a robe ywetdij 
The mericr (he in herte ferde. 

Kext her went, on h<roth)r(i[)e. 
The go6 of Love, that can devidc 
Lnve.iodashinililLLthithc; 
E»(lie can chei^itdauntiii. he, 
AnJ many folkiepndc fallen. 
And he ean wtll thtfe Inrdi. thrallcn. 
And ladies put at lowe dtgre, 
WicQ homaie 'teinlopvcHidi: yCe. 

Thii god of L^ve of his ixkian 
Was like no1ina«e Be DoquillrDo: 
Kiibeiitiegretcly waifo ptifc, 
ButoFhiimhiMsdcvife 
I dreik encDmbrid Tot to he. 
Fn not icladde in fillEe wa^he, 
£dI all in fiiiuri, and floureticf, 
Ipaintid all nilh anvrteitei. 
And with loTinglii and feochnn', 
Wilh birdu, liberdei. and iioni. 
And olhir bettis wrought full welc? 
Hi> garment wat e veiy dele 
Ipruaied and iwronj^ht with fimimt 
lly divert miiielirfruf colourcij 
rioufji there were of many gU'c 
Ifethy compaccin aC&i 
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There lackid no floure to my dome, 

Ne not fo moche as floure of brome, 

Nc violet ne eke pervinke, 

Ne floure none that men can on thinke; 

And many a rofc lefe full long 90 J 

Was cntcrniedlid there emong; 

And alfu on his hedde was fet 

Of rofes redde a chapilet. 

But nightingales a full grete rout, 
llmt ilicn ovir his hedde about, 9 10 

1 he levis feldin as thci flien, 
And he was all with birdis wrien. 
With popingaie, with nightingale, 
WItli chalaundre and with wodewale, 
With finche, with Urke, and with archangel; 915 
He leniid as he were an angell 
That doune were come fro hcvin clerc. 

Love had with him a bachilere 
Tliat he made alwaies with him be. 
And Swcte Loking clepid was he. 929 

This bachilere ftode beholding 
7 he daunce, and in his honde holding 
Turke bowcs two, well deviled, had he; 
'J'hat one of 'hem was of a tre 
That berith fruiA of favour wicke; 9*5 

rull crokid was that foule fticke, 
And knottic here and there alfo, 
And blackc as beric'or anv flo. 



PVjtHat otfiir bowe was of a pljn t 

[ ftUevtn'sDdbypmparcion 
I Tte&imxd laiig, didof ^[kficlaii, 
[ nail paintid well and til wittcn, 
lAldoraall diaprid and wiilt»i 
VSlh Udiu BRd with bachilerca 
Ifill lightromc and full glid of ;h<r». 
TbefebowiflnfaliddSuele Loking, 
That ne Temid like no ^dlln^, 
Audtcnhrode aroweslielltehelhtic. 
Of whicheEvcin hii hoc de were, 
Bucthei werelhavitkwelluiddight, < 
Kochidandfeiherid aright, "/ 

Andall ihei were with gnldcbcgon,- 1 
J\ad fining ypoindid cvFrichon, 
And IfaarpE for to ykerfin weir. 
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And the belt fethfred for to flic, 
And fairift eke, was cieped Beuiic. 
Thatotliir arowe, that hnCKth I 
wis depid {as I trowe) Smxplelfe^ 
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The thirds ycleptd was FfMiBchife^ 95 j 

That fethercd was in noble wiie 
With valour and with curtifie. 

The fowcrth wiftdepid Compante, 
That hevie foe to fllotin is. 

But who fo ihotith right i-wxs ^(Sc 

Male tberwith doen grete hanne and wo. 

The fift of tbefey and lafie alio, 
Faire Semblaunt men that arowe call; 
'Tis the lefte grevous of 'hem all. 
Yet can it make a full grete wounde, 965 

But he maie hope his foris founde 
That hurte is with that arowt* i-wis;. 
His WQ the bette beftowid ia 
For he maie fonor have gladneffe^ 
His langour ought to be the kilie* 970 

Five arowes were of othir gife 
That ben full foule for to devifr, 
For iliaft and ende, fothe for ta tell» 
Were all (b blacke as fcnde in hell. 

The firil of 'hem k callid Pride; 97^ 

Tbit ocbre' arowe next him befide 
It wasyclcpid Vilaire; 
That arrowe was with felonie 
Envenimed , and with fpitous blame : 
The thiril of 'hcru was depid Shame ; 980 
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<M all the fblkc tllM <kf ihe^nnce n 

The god of Loie, jolife airi light, 
Ladde on his honde a ladie bright. 
Of hiph prifc and of grcfedcgre, 
This ladie catlid nag BtUtic; 
And an arowcof whiche I tolde 
Tull well ytliewiJ was (he lioldc; 
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Ne fhe was derke; ne biioune, but bn'i^t 

And clere as is the mose light, Jor9 

Again whom aU the fterris femeaf 

But fmali candelis as we demeo ; 

Her fitfhe was tendre* as dewe of fioare ; 

Her chere was fimple* as bir dc in boure, 

AswhiteasUlie*orrofeioriie; . jorj 

HeHace wa« geotill and UCitife; 

Fetisihe was, andfrnaidfeofe; ... 

Ko wintrid browis badd^ (he, 

Ne popped here, for it nedid noo^t 

To windir her or to paint ought ; JO 2(0 

Her treffes yelowe, and long flranghteny 

Unto her heles doune thet raughten ; 

Her nofe, her mouthe, and eye, and cheke, 

Weil wrought, and all the remiuimte eke; 

A full grete favour and a fote IO95 

Me thoughtin in mine hert^ rote. 

As helpe me God$ whan I remember 

Of the faflion of every member : 

In worlde is none fo faire a wight. 

For yong flie was, and hewid bright IC^ 

Sore piefaunt, and fetis with all, 

And gent and in her middle fmalU 

Befide Beute ycde RicheiTe, 
And hight ladic of grete nobleffe. 
Ami grete of price in every place; ^035 

r)Ut w'lo fo uurll: to her trcfpac^*. 



Worth all fhe goide ui Rome and Ftife ; 
1'he rnourdflunt, wrought ia noble gifc, 
Was oft. ftone full precious, 
Thai was fo finp and lerioous 
That whole a msa it coulh yniake 
Of palCe and of the tothe ake. 
And yet ihellone had fochc a grace 
That he was Gkrc' in cv ciy place 
All thilke daic noC bliade Co ben 
Thai falling might that ftoae lene ; 
The bairiswereof gold full 6ae, 
UponaliQueorruiiii 
Full he*ie, gretc, and nolhiiig lij^hc, 
Inevcrkhe waaabcTauDt wlgfit. 

Upon the trellis of ftichcl^ 
Waffetacircleofnoblfflb 
Orbrcnde goMe, ihit full light ylhoitc. 
Bo fairc irowe 1 nu nevir nanc : 
lint he were tonning- for the nones 
ThM could deviCn sU ihc ftonei 
Thar in ihju circle (hewin dere ; 
Ilisa wondir thing to here, 
For no man could cr pieifc or gefle 
Ofbem the wlueorrichetle: 
Rulnei there were, ItpEurs, ragonncei. 
And cmeraudes, more than two uQces, 
But all before full fubtiUy 
A fine caibenclc fcl ftHc I, 
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The flone fo clere was and fo bright. 

That all fo Tone as it was night 

Men mightin fene to go.for nede 

A mile or two in length and brede; 

Soche light yfprang out of the (lone 1 1 25 

That Ricliefle wondir bright yihone 

Bothe on her hcdde and all her face, 

And eke about her all the place. 

Dame Richefle on her honde gan lede 
A yong man ful of femelyhede 1 1 30 

'I'hut (he bed loved of any thing; 
His lufl was moche in houfliolding; 
In clothing wa^ he full fetife, 
Aiiii loved well to have hors of prifc; 
He wenJc to have rcprovid be 1 135 

Of theft or murder if that he 
Hadin his ilable an hackenaie, 
And thcrfore he defirid aie 
To ben aqucintid with Richeffc, 
lor all hilt purpofc, as I geffe, 1 140 

Was for to makin grcte difpence 
Withoutin warning or defence. 
And RichciTc might it well fuflain, 
And her difpences wele maintain, 
And him al waie foche pientic fendc 1 145 

Of goldc and (ilvir for to fpendc 
Withoutin lacking or daungerc 
Aj-'Ji were poardc in a garn^rc. 



Andaftir on tlie dannciwent 
lttgeiie,tlittfet«Ui«ereDiaBe 1150 

For to ben lioooiiriUe!aad£ne r 
Of Akunder'skinttswaiJbe; - 
Her moftd joie it was i'l'irv 
tVlutt that &e yafe, and laied^ Haw thii : 
Not Avarice, the fonle caitifiey 1 155 

Vathalfe to gHpe ib enttatUe 
At JLaigeffiB ia to yeve and rpendc» 
And Ood alwaie inowe her iende ! 
9o that the more flieyave xwaie 
The more i-wu ibe had alwaie. 1160 

Orete loot hath Uffgefle, and gtete prifey 
For hothe the wife folke and unwife 
Were wholy to her baodon bronght. 
So well with yeftis hath (he wroug^ 

Aodifihehadanenemie X165 

1 trowe that ihe coath craftily 
Mike him fnli fone her firende to be. 
So large of yeftet atfd wife was ihe ; 
Therfore (he fiode in love and grace 
Of riche and pore in every place. 1x70 

A full grete fole is he i-wis 
that riche, and pore, and nigard is. 
Alorde maie have no manir vice 
Thatgrevith more than avarice ; 
For nigarde ner with ftrength of hande 1 1 75 

Maic winoe him grete iordibipe or landOp 
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For frendis all to fewe hath he 

To doen his will performid be ; 

And whofo woU have frendis here 

He maie not holde his trefour dere ; X 

For by enfample tell I this, 

Right as an adamant i-wis 

Can drawin to him fubtilly 

The iron that is laied therby. 

So drawith folkis hertes i^wis X 

Silvir and golde that yevin is. 

LargefTe had on a robe frc(he 
Of richc purpure farlinifhe : 
Well formid was her face and clere, 
And opened had ihe her colere, X 

For fhe right there had in prcfent 
Unto a lady made prcfent 
Of a gold broche ful wel ywrouj^ht, 
And ccrtis it miflatc her nought, 
For through her fmocke y wrought with dike X 
The flcfhe was fene as white as milke. 
Largeffe, that worthy was and wife, 
Helde by the honde a knight of prifc 
Was fibhe to Arthour of Breteigne, 
And that was he that bare the* cnfcignc X 

Of woriliip and the goufannoun ; 
And yet he is of fuche renoun 
That menne of bim fay faire thinges 
Before barons, and erics, and kinges. 



ThiskoiKhlwaitominalncwly I»OJ 

Fro loorneying there (jfir by, _ _ 

Where he bad done grcle chivalry . -^ . 
Through his vciCue and his laii&ne, •• . 
And for the love of hii Icmnian 
He cafte doune miny"» doughty man. IlIO 

And next him dauDcidDaiuc FranchilV, 
Atayidioful noble gii"":: 
Shen'amot brounc ne dimne of hewe. 

Her note waa wroughc at paini dciiTci I1I5 

for it was gentill and irctife ; 

With cyinglid, and browia bent j 

Her here doune to her hells went; 

And (lie wai Cmple' ijdove oa ire ; 

Ful delwiiaire of hcrtwacfhe. tlio 

She datHi neilher fay oe do 
Bul(b3.tthathirbe!aneich to; 
And if a manne were 'd diftreili!. 
And for her love in hfvmefTe, 
Herbert would have fu! f^lepitc, liij 

She wBi To amiable and fre; 
For were a manne for her befttdde 
She waulde beii right fore a dradde 
That (he did ovir gret outrage ; 
Bui ih: him hoJpc his harme t' af*age llja 

Her thought it ail a vilanic : 
An.i (he had on a fuckiiiy 



I 
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That not of hempd herdis was. 
So faire was non in all Arras ; 
Lorde ! it was riddelcd fctifly ; 
i There ne was not a point truely 

! That it n*as in his ri{^ht affife : 

Ful wei iciothid was Fraunchife, 
For there n*is no clothe fitteth bette 
On damofell than doth rokctte ; 
A woman wel more fetife is 
In rokette than in cote i-wis ; 
'l^be white rokctte riddilid faire 
Betokenith that full debon?.ire 
And fwete was (he that it ybere. 

By her dauncid a bachelere, 
I can not tell you what he Iiight, 
But faire he was and of gode hight, 
Al had he ben, I faic no more, 
TIjc lord*is fonne of Windcfore. 
I And next that dauncid Curtify, 

f ' 'I'hat prcifcd was of lowe and hie, 

For nethir proiidc ne fole was (he ; 
.' She for to daunce callid me ; 

1 praie God give to her gode grace ! 
I'or whan I come firft to the place 
I She n*as not nice ne outrageous. 

But wife aid ware, and vertuoui*, 
Of faire fpeche, and of faire anfwerc ; 
Wai-nuvlr wight miil^dc of here ; 



* ■ 



£he bare no rancour Co on wjghl ; 
Clerc brcune Ihe wia, uid thcna bright 
Of face, and body ivunaiuit ; 
IwMtcnoUdyfoplEfauntt 
She weriD worthy for to bene 
An empcrclTe or crounid qucne. 

And by her went a knigbt dauucia^ 
That wortby was and welfpeking. 
And ful wcl cuuile he don boooiu : 
The knight wab faiie and lUfic in Acnr, 
And in armure a femely man. 
And wel btioved of hii lemman, 

Fairc IdilnefTe than nritc Taugh I, 
That alway was me Ea&i hy : 
Of her have 1 wiihouiLn faile 
Tolde you the ihape and appsreile. 
For, (a I faid] to ! tliat was fbc 
That did to me fa grcte bounte ; 
She me the gate of ihat gardin 
Undid, and let idc pailn in. 
And iftir danecidk h I gdle. 

And fhe fulfiUed of lulUndft 
That n'as not yet lii yere of age. 
With herti wilde and thought *olage : 
Nice fhe ywai, but Die nc mente 
None harme ne flcight in faei entente, 
Butonelyluneandjolite, 
(Toryonge futke, wel wetin ye, 
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Have litill thought but on ther play :) 

Her lemman was bciide alway x Z290 

In fuche a gife that he her kifte 

At all^ timis that him lifle, 

That al the dauncd might it fe ; 

They make no force of prtvite, 

For who fpake of *hem ill or wele 1295 

Thci were a{hami4 nere a dele, 

But men might fene 'hem ktiT^ there 

As though it two yooge dovis were; 

For yonge was thilke bachilere. 

Of bcute wot I non his pere, IJOO 

And he was right of iuchc an ag« 

As youthe his lefe, and fuche corage. 

The lufty folke that daundid there, 
And alfo' othir that with *hem were^ 
That werin all of ther meine, 1305 

Ful hende folke, bothe wife and £re, 
And folkd of faire porte ttnely, 
'Phcte werin alld cominly. 

Whan I had fene the counteiMtunces 
Of them that laddin tbns'thefc daunce«, 13 10 

Than had 1 will to go and fe 
The gardio thatfo Kkid me, 
Arid lokin on thefe faire laureres, 
On pine trees, cedres, oliveres. 
The dauncis than endid y were, 1 3 15 

For many* of 'hem that dauncid there 



Undir the trees to have ther pUy. 

A Lorde ihcl livid luttLly [ !],r!r 

A grew fule were he Gkirlj I. 

TbaE n'olde his tluinkei f iich« life tvlc^tl..^ ^ 

Foe lb!) dare [ faioe out of drede, i niia*i<-n iv 

Th»t who fo might fo wdl y&rc . . ., . , .,; 

For brtiir life durll him noc cue, 

For there n'it fo gode paradifo 1 , 

As to' have B loTcat hii dcvife. 

Out lUf that placcwcae 1 tho, 

And in that gardin g3Q I go, . 

Playinj; along full merily. 

ThegodofLavafullhaaily .. t; 

Uniohim Swi[eLoking,ydi:pI ; . . b 

J4<>ieiiHi[ would hi: that Ihe kept .,..,. „-^ . 
Hi) hoMTC of gold diat (booe fo hrigh(«:-*i^ ^ • 1 
He haddin him bent aaon tigbl, . ■<i.\ -.[T--. 
Andhefullfon^retaDeBde, .. , l; 

Andat abtaldehegas it Iwidai 

And tokahimofhitaTawetfive 
Ful fharpe aodredy for to drive. 

Noir God that Giietli in majelLe 
Frn dedly woundii he kepe nie I, 

Iffohe that hehadmefutte, 
for if I with his arowe mete 
li had me grevid fore i-wi* ; 
But I, that nothing ivirt of !hij. 
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Wentupanddounefulmany'awaie, - 1345 

And he me folowed fait alwaie ; 
}>ut no where would I reft^ me 
Til' I had in all the gardin be. 

The gardin waeljy mcforing 

Right even* and fquare in compaffing ; I35<* 

It as longc was as it waslargi ; 

Of fruitc had every tre his charge • 

But it were any hidous tre, . 

Of whichc there wcrin two or thre. 

There were (and that wote 1 full wclc) ^3SS 
Of pomgranetts a full gtete dele, 
That is a frute ful wel to like. 
Namely to folke whan thci ben'fifee ;•' • ■ 
And trees there werin grete foifon ' 

That berin nuttes in thtr fefon, 1 366 

Suche as menne Nutcmipgis ycall, 
That fete of favour ben withall. 
And of almandris grete plente, 
Fiy:gis, and many a date tre, 

There werin, if that menne had nedc, 1365 

Through the gardin ift length and brede. 
There was eke wexing many* a fpice, 
As clowe, gilofre, and licorice, 
( Jingiber, and grein de Paris, 
Canell, and fctewale of pris," 137O 

And many* a /pice delitable 
'Jo ctw wh;ia mea rife fro taWe. 



And manj- homely trees the™ wBra 
ThdEpethes, coines, aadsppLtsjiiti't, ' 
Medlcri, plommiB, peiw, chaftSinF*, ■ 'l 

Cherife, of whichc many ofl( fainfl i»i- 
Na*li, jnd alcis, and bnlml 
That for [0 fone it wai folA, 
With many high kuKCaml pinev 
Was rengid dene ill tbacg»Mintt- ., ' I 

With cipris, and wilhothwfis;- •=..-l-i- 
Of'v*hichethacnigh-aaptaRryher«fat«tJ(<L 

The^wmn<llrti^g^OMBodnro«l](iA'l'■"i ■ 
Maplii, aihe, oke, afpe, planis loBjj\ j !f t ' ; ■ 
Pioeewc, popler, andlindhftiirf; ■ I 

And othir treoc f uKtoiany' B {MK.' 

^Whit fhould I telt you itiura oFit i 
There werin fo many ireeiyeti '-' 
TharlDiouldalrtjWnnliridW ■ "■ 
Er I had rckcnid eveiy'tfo. ■ ■ . l 

Thefetree)w«»»MtHft'ftf*«H-"' 

OtK'from an othirin aflife '' "" 

Fi«fadomeoTli*B;(WOWetei':;ir. i - ■. 

But they were hie and gretalft); i" ' ■ 

And for to kep=:(W( *cl th« ftrtrt* ■ - ■ i 

The CToppis were'fii thicfce itbone", '' ■ 

AMevety braunche in uthir itnliw. 

And ful of ^rcr.e ItTJsfitle, 

Thai funne might there none difceOde 

Lell that the lendir grdSb IlieBdc; - ] 
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There might men does and roes ife, 

And of fquircU fal grete plente 

From bow to bow alwiue leping ; 

Coonis there were alia playing. 

That comin out of ther elopers, I405 

Of fondry colours and malierB, 

And madin many' 9 tourneying 

Upon the frefhd graiffi fpringingw 

In placid fawe I wellis there ...^ 

In whiche there no froggi^ were^ 1410 

And faire in (hadowe was eche wel; 
But I ne can the^mbre tel 
Of ftrcmis fmal thi^t by devife - ■ 

Mirth had done CQ9ie thorough CDndiTe, • ' 
Of whiche the watlr in renniqg : : - X4 15 

Gan makin a noife fill liking. 

About the brinkis of cheie wellify 
And by the (Iremes ovir al ellisy . ;.. 

Sprange up the grafle, as thicke ifet 
And foft eke as any velvet, I4SO 

On which men might his lemman ley-^ 
As on a fcthirbed to pley, 
For the erth was f«l fofte and fwete ; . 
Thorough moiflure of the wel wete 
Sprong up the fotd grend gras I4^i 

As faire, as thicke, as mi0er was; 
But moche atnendid it the place 
That the erth was of fuche a grace 



Thu it otfiouris Ii3tl> picnic 
Thu hotb in fomte' uid wintjr Ik. 

There fpruige the violet ■) newe, 
AndfreOic pervinhiricheaf hewe, 
AiidflonriiyelDwe,iriuce,aiidrcd«; 
Suche pleniE gi^we then ner Himetfe: 
Fal gaic wai al ihe gmiBde and qneiar. 
And paudrid as men hiii ii peiiH, 
yi* many'a trdhe and rondryfloore, 
Tbat Ci&in cp ful godefiivmiF. 

I wol not iorge ho Ida you in bbl« 
or si this iiardia dileftible ; 
Innjtein;-tnn£iftinlinnode, . f- 
FOT 1 nemaieindloutin dredo ' '•** 
NJOghttellinyoBlhebcnlio ill, ■ ■'"" 
HehiiIfrththc.un(e,ti.ertwithiiU; ■ 

I went on right hoDde aodtmilgfft'" 
Abont theplictiit wMnatMie:^ ' 
'ntlllhldaltheganiiiibctie' • ', '- - 
Id theeftTisthu.MM&tt|ht:rcil«' 

Andthuanhile I went inmyipUyd' ' 
ThegodofLovemefolowedijeji -^ 

Right aa an huatercan abide -■- 

Thabeftetillhereithhi»tid«i 

To Ihote at godeneffe to lh<s dWtfi 
Wiiao thac him nedith j^ no Bert, 

Andfobefillrellidme ■ ■ ■ 
Berideiawelundira.tre, 
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'V^'hlche tre in Fraunce men cal a Puie» 

But fithe the time of King Pepine 

Ne grewe there tre in mann'is fight 

So fiiire, nc lb wcl waxe in hight; t^6ti 

Ifl ai that yardc fo high was none i 

And fpringing in a marhle ftone 

Had Nature fet, the fothe to tell, 

Under that pine tre a well, 

And on the bordir al without '4^ 

Was writtin in the floue about 

I^ctttris fmal, that faidin thus^ 

Here whilome flarfc faire Narciflus. 

NarcifTus was a hachilere 
That Love had caught in his daungere, Z470 

And in his nette gftn him fo flraine, 
And did him fo to w^pe and plalne. 
That nede him muft his life fcrgo 
For a faire lady hight Echo 

Him loved ovir any creture, I47J 

Apd gan for him fuche paine endure, 
That on a time ihe him tclde 
That if he her ne lovin wolde 
That her behovid nedis die ; 
There laie none othir reniedie. Z 480 

But nath^lelTe for his beaute 
So fcirs and daungerous was he 
That he n'olde grauntin her aiking 
For yvep'iDg ne for faire praying. 



iwentberib 1485 
SbeMdiBlMsrt wgyitcwoii ■ 
4jid taloe it Id l»gfctt tfpitt» 

Wwded UMu'ibot eve flie dkde 

JPtaljMtoBflf toOodfteprdde S490 

Tliat the prowk hotid MiKiflity 

Xbit was in love fe anDftmity- 

AAi{^ on ft doy ben lun^cnd to 

For lote, and ben fii hotclbr wo, 

Thatncrlienii^tojoiettuinep 1495 

Tbsn ihoold he fele in evciy vaine 

What tanme trove lofcmmaken 

Tliat ben vilainoiiflj foriaken. 

*7hii pnyir wai bat refonable, 

Therfbie God belde it ferme and ftable, 13 00 

For Karafibt, fliortly to tell. 

By ^venture came to that well 

To feftbxm in the ibadowing 

O day v/huk he came from hunting. 

Thit NarctiTus had fofirid paints I j 05 

For renning al daie in the platnet, 
And wai for thorft in geete difirdle 
Of bcrte, and of his werinefle. 
That had his breth almoil benomen« 
'Whan he was to that wel icomenj^ 15 10 



«o 
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Tbatf fhftdoved mumAhtmmcbk gHac, 

He thought of thilki wa^Aloe ■ 

To drinke, and freihe {urn wtknukhall, ^ 

And doune op knee»he g»0«»fidl» 

A nd forth his necke and bed Diitftni2|^ 

To drinkin of that well a .draught ; 

Andinthewitre*4BfiD.yva»f«ne . . 

His nofe, his nnouthc« bifteyin»iheney 

And he therof was ail abaihcd. 

His owne (hadowe had hun betrafhed, 

For wcl wende he the forme to fe 

Of a childe of full grete heaute : 

Full well couth Love him wrek^ tho 

Of daungir and of pride alio 

That Narciflus fomtime him here ; 

He quite him well his guerdon there. 

For be mufid fo in the well 

That ihortily, the fothe to tell. 

He lovid his owne fliadowe fo 

That at the laft he fUrfe for wo ; 

For whan he fawe that he his will 

Might in no manir way fulfill. 

And that he was fo fiiftd caught 

That he him couthd comfort naught, 

He loft his witte right in that place. 

And deide within a litill fpace ; 

And thuR his warifpn he toke 

For the lady that he forfoke* 
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to 
^f ||l« Ail ktuc. of j»i^icii0 1 uO, 

OfNmifiMinJ^bMpip, 1545 

>f« mop w ithi1r wii>il H > . 
Wh>a h fid ia mymww)ifcf»ntitfr 

jgiit at Asliifte dsmjOMVChtia I 

VhcEof Ihnll |«bslh|i»|^r 
IlM»thc wdie tfcoaipbqpt I me» 

iothfftooe, tsss 

JkaA eke the gnii!ick«ludic that ihone 
! io the* botonif^t 0Wir fine, 
wcUe this it the fiae, 
Sm wpdd is neAtfr itee of hewe. 
The vatic' ia evir freih jtfid newe, 13 60 

: wdmith np with wavit bright 
t ■MNUUenauiK^ 9i tH^ fingir hight, 

\ the grafie fpringing 
rdMiiiteib thkhfrailtlwd] liking 
■t it ae msy in jKiatir die 1365 

I aiore tiian may the fee he drle. 
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I.cvc wil none othir birdis catche 

Though he fet cithir nerte or Isttche; 

A nd for the fede that here was fowen 162/ 

TJiis wellc is clcpcd, as wcil inknowenj 

The Welle of Love of very right, 

V,i whiche there hath ful many wight 

r;)t)kin in bokis diver fely ; 

iJut thci fliul ncr fo verily 1636 

J)ircripcion of the wcUe here, 

No ckf the fothe of this matcre, 

As yc fliul whan I have undo 

'1 lie craftc that here belong! th to. 

Alway me likid for to dwell l6j5 

'^I'o fcnc the chriftall in the well. 
That flicwid mc ful opinly 
A thoufande thinoris fade by; 
l^iit I n:ay faie in fory hourc 

.^'r:)de I to lokin or to poure, 164O 

: )r fithin I fore have yfikcd 
Tint mirrour hath me now cntriked; 
Tv.it had I firft knowen in nly wit 
The vcrtuc and (Irengthis of it 
I n\)ldc not have mufid there; ■ 1645 

Wr had bvctir hen ellis-whcre, 
! rr in thi* Inare I fell anone! 
'J \ .It had bitrcfhidmany one. 
/■/; th'iW'c mirrour fawc I tho, 
.". r ^r.^ a r/ioa/andc thingis mo, \^^Q 



My thought was in ntrtie otlill' ihing. 
Tor had it bpn in my bepiiig- 
It would have liroURfit rny life again, 
For«ni>«tn1y,l,WrfiriD, 
The 6ghi ondy and ihc rsTOTir 
Aleggid ninche of m y langour. ' 
Thanganirorto*aw(rft>C 
Toward the boihuni faire Id ft, 
And l,o« had gettc him in thii ihrowe 
An •thir arowe into' his boi*^. 
And for lo Ihotin pan liim drcflc ;' 
The arowes name ws* SimjilenFfie': 
And vhanthatLovf gan nlghmencre 
He drowt i t ap witlW«i»r WB«; 
ABdaioti!armewitH!r11'hi«;An^hl>, 
So that this arowi-nnWripJit ■ 
ThroDghoutraineci^h, ailfwiufoilnlit. 
Into mine hene hath Iflldfc a'iraliiidc : 
Tfautlauoncdidlll'Klycnft^: -' 
Forto ydrawin out the ftaftf ' '■ \ 
AndHierewithaU Iiiuhi9»ftt' ' ' 
But iD mine hcrt tht heWtWi'left,' 
Whicheaiefncrtrdmydsllrc; 
Unto Che bfliham dniwc I ittYt:, " 
Modevirmo ihji mcltafwo 
The more df lire had Ik ^ ; 
Unto the rofir, where that grcim ■'■ 
The frcflic bothuni lb bright of hcwe ; 
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Bettir me were to* have lettin be^ 

But It bchovid nedisme 

To doen right as mine herte badde, 

For er the body mufl be ladde 

Aft if the herte in welc and wo, I795 

Of force togithir thei muft go ; 

But nevir this archir would fine 

To diote at me with all his pine, 

And for to make me to him mete. 

The thirde arowe he gan to ibete^ j8co 

W'l.an befl his time he might efpie. 
The whiche was namid Curtifie, 
Into mine herte he did avale : 
A fwoune I fell bothe dedde and pale { 
Long time I laie, and ilirid nought Z805 

Till i abraicd out of my thought, 
And fade than I avifid me 
To drawin out the ihaft of tre ; 
But aye the hedde was lefte behinde 
For ought I couthe pull or windc ; l8zO 

So fore it Aicked whan I was hit 
1 hat by no crafte I might it flit, 
But anguilhous and full of thought 
I felt foche wo my wounde aie wrought, 
That fomoncd me alwale to go 1S15 

'I'u ward the Rofc that plcfcd me fo ; 
Buc I ue duril in no manere, 
Bicuufe the archir was io ncre* 



^r Tor ewmiore gladly', as 1 rede, 
|P"B™i child of fire hath mochil dredei 
And ccrtis jcc for all my pein 
Though that [ Hgb, ycC arawa rein. 
And grouad quareliB, Iharpe oflldc, 
I Hefornopain t^at [ might fde, 
Tet might I notioyfelf wilh hold 
Thr fairc roCc to behold, 
L For Lore me f avc foche hardiment 
I For to fulfill fail cDnunaundement ; 
I Upon my fete I roTe up than 
I Febti at > forwoanded man. 

And foithe to gon my mij^ht t fet, 
And for the Btehir a'olda 1 let : 
Toward the roEr fnft [ drone, 
But thamic Iharpc mo than inow 
I'here were, and alfci thia^les thicke, 
Aad breris biimm^ for to priclte. 
That I ac might ygettin graee 
Through the tough thocDitfor to pace 
Tofene the roCi frelhe ofhewe; 
r mud abide thoogh it merewc: 
The hcdj^e about fa chickc was. 
Thai clofed the toQi in compai. 

But o thing llbid me right nele, 
I was To nigh that t might iele 
Oftheboihum the fotc uduur. 
And glib (c the ficfhe colourc, 
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And that right grettlfklikiAffMf:., :. i 

ThatIfouere|«2g^ltul:ifeici :. ' ■ ' .;: HT.'.fS^. 
Soche joie anon thereo|iba4 f ". - r : - - . r ■;::'j i r. A 

That I forgate my^fMy:; :- .; .;...:».*.. ; .•; a||V^. 

TofcneitlhadMll^iddiite . '>n/V 

Of woe and angre*1fiiik#siU quite* > ■ V-f 

And of my wounds ^i»l i had dwvtf, - - 7 

Fur nothing likin me migh^itrare . « T '; 

Than dwellin byithoftifir «ic»: ■ SS|>5 '; 

AndthensnevirtopfJiisiiwaie; "^ 

But whan a while I had he chtfe J 

ThegodofLove,whichp«Ut6fliare • . '■ 
M ine hertc with his ^tcmii kene, 

"Cafteth him to yeve me woundit grtoe ; x86ft 

He ihote at me ful haiUly >' j 

An arowe namid CeB^nie* '.il 

7he'whichdtakai»ittatb]e .1' 

To make thefe ladica merciahk ; .^ 

Than 1 anon gan chaungiii liewe l86| 
For grevaunce of my woundd newe* 

That I again fell in fwouaing, ;' 

And fighid fore in coffij^aiiiing. ^ ^ 

Sore I complainid that my ibre 

On me gan grevin more and more ; tZyC 
I liad none hope of tliegUnnce, 

So nigh I drowe to diipefinnoe; ' f 
I ne rought of deth ne •£ lifo» 
li 'hethir that LoYe yi^MikL me dri£e ; 
I 
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HilwcwiikJbatcaodaU 

GfiDtlatBae&a: 

^tkuaioiveiiaBkcnegroaiidc iSSj 

bardiatiftfisande 

nd kcrvin at the poind, 

if Lrfyve it bod anoint 

U precions ointment, 

.toyewcaHefjctneat 1890 

wcMindis that he hade 

i the eye in my hertemadep 

ther fori* and to aire^ 

thei maie the bette indure ; 

is arowe withoot more IS95 

nine heite a large fore, 

lU grete pain I abode, 

e ointment went abrode ; 

Hit my woundis large and wide 

iboQt in every fide, 19c 

I whoTe vertue and whofe migbt 

te joifuU w^» and light 3 

/vj: G 




I'bad ben deddeand aU t!»'ftMkrI:'»-'' li}*" n .. 
Bat for the precion»oilitillttttl - >: liw v> . i .' : 
The (baft I drowe otitof tUeVntiN^-^ ••^^ - ' ' 
Roking for waright woidif MltMlrD/'^^I '■ ' '-' ' 
But the hedde, whicbe that siuie nt IfalcfCg^ 

I iele behind^ IB mine heite :i.!l.> ... . 

With othir fowcr, I dare 'WtSU UUsi 
That nev^ir woll be toke awaic;' 
But the oiatment halp^ me wele» • 
And yet foche forowe did I fek 
Thai alld daie 1 ehaongid hewe 
Of roy woundls fo freflie and newe^ 
As men might £e is my vifege; 
The arowes were fo fnll otngtf 
So variaunt of diverfite. 
That men in ev^rtche might fe 
Both grete anoie and eke fMreteneffe, 
Andjofe ymeint with bittirnefie: 
Now were thei efy and now wode ^ 
In them I feh bothe harme and gede f 
Kow fore without allegg^ment; 
Now foftining with the ointment r- 
It foftenid here and prickid there ; 
Thus efe and angir were yfere. 

The god of Lore dellvirly 
Came lepaade to me haftily^ 
Aadfayid to me in grete jape, 
ydde the, for thou maic not clca^^ - 
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MaieM defince ftfailii the lent; 

fOwrefage I rede waakth^ j A ma g ett s . - 

If dum W0it yeUe tbchiUUf 

ThoQ fluOcdie mbichMcineftae: 

HeuaiiDkinJkciUBft 1935 

Hue wkh dMflgv.Mf Mb ftoafoefis 

RdneUith there dtat lie fliofald friefe ; 

la foche fblie . ieiittlecles 1 : . . 

Be mehe where thou nnift aednhoipei 

To ftrive ayes is not thj |^wt : 1 9 4O 

Come It out, and ha^ve idae, 

f<or I woUd that it he ib; 

Than yekk the here deboioairlj'* 

And 1 anfwerid full hamhly. 

All gladly. Sir, at year bidding 1945 

I woU flie yelde in alk thing ; 

To yoor fenrice I well me take, 

FSor God defeade that I fliould make 

Ayen your bidding refifiencc ; 

I woU not doen €0 grete offence, 1 95 

For if I did it were no AuU; 

ft maie doe with me what ye will^ 

Or iave or fpill, and alio ilo; 

Vh> yoo in no wile may t go ; 

My life, my deth, is in yoor honde, 1955 

I maie not lafte oot of yoar twnde ; 

Huoe at yoor Ufte I ycld^ me, 

Hopxog in hert that iomtimc ye 

Gij 
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Comforte and cfis (hal to ne Seadtf 
Or cb flioftly, this u tbeende, 
WitiMmcui hclth I mote ue dore 
fiat if ye take me to yonr onre : 
Comforte or hclth how ihonld I haw, 
i Sithe ye me horte, but ye me fave ? 

The hehh of Love mote be yfonnde 
Where as thd tokin firil ther woonde ; 
And if ye liftc of me to make 
Your prifoner, I woU it take 
Of herte and will fully at gre : 
AVholy acd plaiae I yeldc me, 
Withoatin feining or feintiie. 
To be goTcrned by yourcmpriic: 
Of you I here fo mochil prife 
1 wol ben whole at your deyifcy 
For to fulfill ail your liking, 
And to repentinfcr nothing, 
I Hoping to have yet in fome tide 

* Mercy of that that I abide : 

And with that coveuaunt yelde I me. 
Anon dovne kneling on my kne, 
Profiring for to kiife his fete. 
But for nothing he would me Icte : 

And faid, I love the both and preife. 
Sens that thine anfwere doth me efe. 
For thou anfwered fo curtifly ; 
JFbrnowe I wotc well uttirly 
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Ite dna m gcncfl l>y thy Ijpeche, 

FortibiM^gli a man ferrc woulde dethe^ 

He ftoald Boc findin IB ccrtaiiie 

Ko fadie aafwcre of ne vtUuoe, 1 999 

For ladw a wofde Be «i«^iiti nooght 

iflbe out of a '?3aiiict thought : 

ThoQ flak Bot kfia of thj ijpeche. 

For thy helping wollin I echo 

AndekeeocrefiathatlBiaie» 1995 

But firft I woH that thoB obftie 

^aUyfur thine own avamitagB 

AnoBc to do me here hogiagu-. 

And fithia kifle thoo ibalt my mouthe, 

Whiche to no TUiine was ner coathe «cco 

For to* aproche it ne for to teache. 

For fiiufe of cherlis I ne vodche 

That thei Ihal nevir neigh it nere; 

Far cnrteis and of faire manere, 

Wd taught and ful of gentilnefTep 2005 

He mafl: yben that fliall me kxSe^ 

Andalfo of ful highe fraunchife 

That (hal atteine tathat empri^s. 

And firft of o thing wame I the. 
That paine and gretadBerfite. ftcio 

He mote endore, and eke travaile, 
Thitihal me ierve Withoutin faile; 
Btt there againft the to eomforte, 
And with thy fervice to dlfpof te. 
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Thoo maift ftil glad and joyfull be SOY j 

So gode a maifter to* have as me. 

And lorde of fo high renomi ; 

i here of LoYc the gonfenonn. 

And of Cartifie the hancre. 

For I am of felfe the manere, 3O$0 

Gentill and cnrteiSy meke and firtf. 

That who evir ententife be ' 

Me to honour, re-doute, and ferve^ 

And alfo that he him obfenre 

Fro trefpace and fro vtUanie, SCtJ 

And him goveme in curtifie. 

With will and i^ith entencion ; 

For when he firft in my prifon 

Is caught, than muft he uttirly 

Fro thennis-forth ful befily IC30 

Ycaft him gentill for to be 

"Vf he defire helpe of me. 

Anone wichoutin more delaie^ 
Withoutin danngir or afinde, 
I become his taffal anone, 99$S 

And gave him thankes many a one, 
And knelid doune with hondi* joint, 



H: liked of mc than hoftagci : 

I hme ukin fele bomagci 

Of one »nd othir wEiere I' have bene, 

Diftcdnid orce withaatio wcne ; 

rhe{eU]oo,!<iloS{Mte 

Have many Tithe, begilid me, 

And through iiillhed ther loll achived, 

Whcrof 1 repent and am greved : - 

And I 'hem grttc in my danngcre 

Ther taUhecd Ihul tbei hie ful dere; 

But for 1 love the' 1 faie the ploine 

I woll of the be more certaine, 

For the fore 1 woll nowybi ode 

That thou away ne Ihall not winde 

Far to dcnitn thy covcnaiini 

Or done that ii not >iciiaant ; 

That thou were falfe it were grete rath, 

Sithe thou femill fo fnl of triiti. 

Sir, if the li(U to DndnilniDde 
t nicr*eiiethe'alkiDgthnifaiIutiiidcs 
Forwbf or wherefore ihoidd^ Jt 
HoUage orboroweialteofme. 
Or any othir fikirnelTe, 
Sithin ye wote in fothfaftneffe 
That ye me haie futprKid fo. 
And -whole mine herle takin mc fro, 
T^it it woll doe forme nathing 
But Lf it bc£t your bidding? 
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I wote my felf what maic t|ie fave. 
What medicine thou woiddift have. 

And if thy truth; to me thou kepe %lt^ 

I iHall unto thine helping eke, 
To cure thy woundes and make 'hem deoe, 
Where fo that thei be. old or grene : 
Thou (halt be holpfcp*, at wordis few. 
For certainly thou fhalt well (hewe ftXSO 

Where that thou fervift with gode will. 
For to accomplUhe and fulfill 
My commaundementis daie and night| 
Whiche I to lo virs.yfive of right. 

Ah Sir ! for Godd'is love (faicd I) ftl35 

£r ye pafle hent ententifely 

Your commaundemeotes to me ye faie^ 

And I (hall kepe *hem if I maie. 

For them to kepeo* it all itiy thought; 

And if fo be I wote 'henmought aX 40 

Thstfi male I erre uowktingly; 

Wherfbre I praie yo« entirely 

With all mine herte me for to lere» 

That I trefpace in no manere. 

The god of Love than chargid me ftI4| 

Anon, as ye fhall here and fe 
Worde by worde, by right emprife. 
So as The Romaunt ihall devife. 



*I1ie maBUr kfith dme to kre 
ItPkantliedtfiapkwoUaotjMftl %iso 

ItlsboCYiinooUiiitb-fWiite >* > 
That OB hit lenuag w«U'Me thidU I 
Wiio ib loft love kt him ftfMide^ 
For Dinr The RofflaoGe gioBClh mT MMBdt. 

NowitgbdetoheriauiiHrt 4155 

If any be that can it iaie. 
And poioA it as the fdod it 
Yfet, for othir gate i-wia 
H fhall nat weU ill altt'diiag 
fi6 iiroagbt to gode ODdefftandnig^S S160 

For a reder that poin Aith ill 
A gode fenteoce maie oltin tpS^k- - 
The boke is gode at the endiBg, 
Tmade of newe and luitie thing. 
For who to woll the ending hare tl6s 

The craft of LoTe he ihaUrnow kre. 
If that he woll fo long abida 
Till 1 this Romance mate unhide. 
And ondoe the figntfiaunce 
Of this dreme into Romannce : {» 1 70 

The foth£ailneire that now is hid 
Without coverture (hall be kid 
Whan I undoen have this dreming, 
Wherdn no wordd is of kfing. 
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Vill^nieatthebegi^Qf .. '.-'•f^y 

I woll, ikied Love; o¥ir.«U thing. >'ii>'»»f«- ' 

Thou lerc, if thM tkMwok ybo ^ • 

Falfe, and trefpace ajfeoift me : .. '' 

I curfe aqd Majne iseocfBlly 
All them that lovin v^UaniCy ■ tf 80 

For villanie makith villaine, •)' 

And by his dedee a cbork it feioA. 

Thefe villains arne without pite, 'f 

Frcndfliip and love, andaUboQOte: 

I n*iU receive to my fervice tl S5 

Them that ben vilains of eroprife. 

But undirilonde in thine entent 
That this is not mine entendement 
1*0 clepin no wight ^a no age 
Onely gentill for his linage, tt^O 

But who fo that, ia-.v^rtuoua, 
And in his port not outrageous; 
Whan foche one thou feed the befome. 
Though he be not gentill y borne. 
Thou mayift well feine this in foth f 9i 

That he* is gentill, bicaufe he doth 
As longith to a gentil man ; 
Of them none othir deme I can. 
For certainly withoutin drede 
A chorle is demid by his dede a 200 

Of hie or lowe, as ye maie fe, 
Or of wpat kinrid that he he \ 



Ke fiie nought (or noo rvill will 
Thing which ihat u lo holdio ftill : 
It a aa worOiip ta miOcie, 
Thau maicit CDfample Eahc □{ Keif, 
Thai was foDitiine for miOaying 
Yhaiid bathe of old and yong; 
At fcrrc as Gswcia the wnilMc 
Wa.> prailid for hii cuniGc 
K»i= wa, hiicid, for he wa. Cell, ■ i 

OfwordcdifpitnoHBDiicruell; ' 'i 

■WbfrcfoiebewifeandaqaeintaHe, -■! 
Godebe of wordcj indrefonable,' 
Bothf Id leflcmd eke tojnire: ■■ 
And whan ttou comiA thete tiita ird 
ijAx that thou hive in culiome lie 
Firlltofaluc'hemtfthoumaiei 
Andif itfallthatof 'hemronnDa ■'•'■- 
Saiae tlic Grfl, be thou not dciailiM^ 
Bat quite him ennillf uk>b; - ' " "' " ■ 
Williout abiding, er thei'gaii;:' "■ ■" >•■■ 

For nochiog ekethj tang i^^ 
To fpekiti vrord«i«f riltBBdrit I '' 
To vililne Tpccbe in do dsgre 
I^te Dot thy lippe unboosdin bCi 
For I nought holde him in gode faith 
Coneis that fauld wordii faith . 
And all* women ferve and preife. 
And to thy power iher honoai reife i 
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For LoYe doeth hida, w 1 finde, 
A betntie thftt cometh nak of kiadc : 
Alwaie in herte I redd tiM . . 

Full glad and mery for to be» ■ 
And be as jotfull as tbon can ; 
I^ove hath no.joie of IbrowfuU many 
That iUie full of cnrtifie. 
That knowith in hia-maladicL 
For evir of love the fickmefie 
Is meint with fweteandbictimefle* 
The fore of love i$ niervailous, 
For now the lovir is joious. 
Now can he plain, now can he groDe» 
Now can he ^n^e^ now makin mone i 
To daie he plaineth for hevinefle. 
To monie* he plaineth for jolincile. 
The life of love is full contrarie, 
Whiche (lounde mele can oftin varie; 
But if thou canili mirthis make 
That men in gre woll gladly take 
Doe it godely, I commaunde the; 
For men (hoald.-where fo er thei be, 
Doe thing that*hem befitting it. 
For thcrof cometh.gode loon and pris; 
Wherof that thou be vertuous 
Nc be nat ftraunge ne-daiingerout ; ■ 
For if that thou gode ridir be. 
I'l-ickegUdly that tiDcn maic the fe : 
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. rot iiVv''«'!''wdoe »«»»«' 
Emong eW ^^-Viintes that tlwjo 

\ rot that ^"^"^nolthy^^'^u. 
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Now woU I ihortly here reherce 

Of that I have yfaied in verce 

Alld the fentence by and by 

In wordis fewe compendioufly. 

That thou the bet maieft on *hem thinks 

Wher fo it be thou wake or winke. 

For the wordis do little greve 

A man to kepe whan thei be breve. ' 

Who fo with Love woU gon or ride 
He mote be curteis, voide of pride, 
Merie, and full of jolite, 
And of largefTe a loiid be* 

Firft I joigne the here in penaunce 
That cvir without repentaunce 
Thou fct thy thought in thy loving 
To lad withoutin repenting. 
And think upon thy mirthis fwete 
That fhall folue* aftir whan ye mete. 

And for thou true to Love (halt be 
I will and ckc commaunde the 
That in one place thou fef all whole 
Thine herte, withoutin halfin dole. 
For trccherie and fikirneiTe, 
For I loved nevir doublenelTe. 
1*0 many* his herte that woll depart 
F^eriche ihall have but little part, 
Hut of him dredc I me right nought 
7/jat I'a oacpUce fcttith his thought •, 
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Therefor 


e [no place thooU ret, 


And let i 


t oeTii thennii a«. 


For if thou yewft it in lening 


Iholdeil 


. but a wretchid thbg, 


Thertbre 


yevith it Thole aai quite, 


Andthoi 


1 (halt have the more mente | 


Ifitbelcmihanaftitfoen 


Theboui 


lie and the thank: a iota i 


But in W 


•eafreyevinthing 




YeTCii 


t in ytft .11 quite fully. 


And mak 


e thy gift debonairly. 



For men that jeft holdin tnote den 
/Tfau jreriniiHithgladfcmedMie. 

Ilial giftj naught to pnifib i* 
That a man gevith mal gre hia. 
Whan thon hift yeren thine hot (u 1 
HiTe faid the here all opioly) 
Than aTctiturit fhuU the iaU 
Whiche hard lad befy ben with all i 
For ofte whan thou bethinkeft the 
Of thy loving, where fo thon be, 
Frofolkethou muft dipartinlue. 
That none perceiTe thy mabdiE, 
But hide thine harme thou mull alone 
And go forth fole and make thy mone. 
Thou flialt no while be in o flate^ 
Sut whilom cotde and whilom hate, 
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DeptftidfinDmii^.«mfftlMimiit, 2425 

^ad with miiie cjrfti is ri^noogfat, 

Alas ! mine cien lene 1 Be flwjr- 
My cafdbU hcrtd feeoiwrtf I . •; 
B«iiie hcit'is gudd intt thet lie 
IpnifenoduiigwhatertlM&liR;. . S430 

Sholtheiabidui-dulnf wliy.aaqrv . 
ikt goDe and ie widMot ddty 
That ^riiicbe mirielicrt defirilhib, 
Vor certdnlj bat if thet go 
A£Dlefliyldie.IflMy wellholde 143^ 

Wlian I lie £5 wliat mine iieit ttaUcy 
Wberfiire I wol gteie her tofoftey 
Or efid ihalM ne vir bene 
But that I have fome fcokiDing. 

Thao god thoo forth without dwdling ; 2440 
Sot cAe thoo faiieii of thy defire 
fcthoDmaift come her any new, . . 
^waAia in rBive thy paflage; 
^ik/ift tbon io a iiewc rage ; 
^^t of light tbon ginnift mnrne, 2445 

^^mifchcfc thMn ib^^n be. 
4.,. . ^AalcofBctothe 

%Bo itchifg P ^^ 1,^ nxaic go kre 
io wote it ^^^^ iovc fo <icrc. 




ItisiiothBlfrafullofpEinF; 

For nftin tlmia it Swl fal 
In loTc, ■■DODg thy ptini* «l. 
Thai ihoB thf lelfin *11 whoUf 
Forfeliin Riilt fe nttirljt 
Thu many timii than fliill be 
Still ai BD tmigc made oftrc, 
Domme u ■ Done, mthont fierinj 
Of fote or honde, withaaEfpcking. 
And thui fone iftir d [hy puoe 
To mema'rie (ball than come kgaiDC, 
A nan sbalhid wondir Tore, 
And aTtir Eghin more ipd nuMC] 
For wit thon wcl« withoDtiD wene 
In fuche aftue ful ofle hive bene 
That hive the' ciiU of line alTaide, 
Wbett (horou^ thoa irt fo difmlide. ' 

Afiir > cbouEhrlhal take (he To 

I'hat thy love i) ro fare the fro, 

ThouaultIa(Oad)whatnuythiibe ' 

Thai Incmiymybdyfe?' 

Mine hert >lan* i) M her go. 

And 1 abide ilfoleiam^ - •'> 



Dcpiftid fro mine muni [bought. 

And with mine eyin te right nooght. 
Alii ! mine eicn fem I ne niiy 

My carEEuU hcni %a ttumj; 

Mine hcrC'iBguidibut [bci be 

I praiTi: nothing what ei theifc;. 

Shul thci sbidin thio f «hy, klj, 

A)[ gone and fe without deUy 

Thai whiche mine heic delliilih fo. 

For certainly but if thci go 
Af«)cmyfclfe I may well holje 
WhFiD [ ne k whit mine hcct noldc, 
Whcrfore [ wotgouEhertofeae, 
OrefidlhaUrLIMKkbeDa. :- ;b;.v, a- 
Boithat IhaTciatMCaluDiiiA... 

Thangoa choo ^ti trufaciiitithMeUutt ; 
ButofiethoafailcAoftb^doliTs '^1- ' 

ErtboumaiftcmnehMaof Mnqvl - 

And wafiin ID vainc thy plSap} ^. 
Tbui ^iU thou in anewexagctL ■■- 
For mot of Gght thou gumiArBuue, ; - 
Andhomwardc pculife do&fetuni&..:' 
bi gretc mifcbcfe thin.lbiifcitlwn-bei . <> . 
For than agaioe Ihil CMMtoldiB i u' 
BighitandplaintiiiWithDewawo,' ' 
That so Itching pciikith dMJfff-' ... . . " 
Who wote it Donghrht muefia kra 
Of tbem thu teyili laic III 4ei6. 



I'han Ihalt thou doac non othir dcde 

Lat with that dght thine eyin fede. 7,460 

'iliac r.iirc frcihc whan thou maift fe 

Thine hert ihal fo raviihiil be 

That ucr thou woldeft tby thankit lete, 

Ne remove for to fe that fwete : 

I'he more thou feed, in fothfaftnefie, 214^5 

I'he more thou coviteft that fweteneiTc; 

The more thine hcrte brennith in fire 

The more thine herte is in defire, 

For who confidrith every dele 

It may be likened wondir wele S470 

I'hc paine of love unto a fere. 

For evirmorc thou ncighifl nere 

In fhniiurhf . or hnw fn that it he. 



Ne fcr no ihing thou £c!in niij, 
Thou flialt not wUle f o paffe »way i 
And though thou ga, yet rauS d» nedc 
Thinkin al da; onhcrfuie hede 
Whom thau behelde with To god^ will, 
And holde thy frlfc brgilid ill. ! 
Tht thou nc haddeA lumc hardiment 
To Aicwe hcf aught of ihiaeeuEcnt; 
Thine hcrt ful fore ihou woh difpifc, 
And eke rcpreve pf.cowardirc, , 
That thou fodalJiiieTcrj thing . 
Were dommt for dredc without fpeking. 

Thau IhUt eke thinkp ihou diddell foly 
That thou were her fo fafie bie 
Anddorll not veDturethetaA^'I'j'.'' i 
Some thing ert}dt^Oh[ajBeM«r>' "'*' '' 
fMthou haddiEL no morivauittj.i .i.'-r 
To fpcke of ^wbtadwmWgMntoi -:': ■ 

Btityctif(heiropUfMthyii(kdi;.;,v^r 
Ii]armi<gadely.lheh»Teuk(^.„i<.,' ' .. '• . ■ 
ItOiouldhaTpbeniarewortM.»adw: ,. . 
ThanoftrefBurtgrctelplEalCi ; - 

Thniflialctbo»BNiueiBiJ«ki|:Dtiiplaiae, 
ADdgeteaebcfoif [o'(ta'^UBri< ' ' -t -; 
UntothywilkpoT to thy place - -a:- 
Wherethaubeb;Ucherac(blrA<ei ! 
An4n-crerophIfetufpeak>ftJ. : I, 
Thou woldill fiude (KcafiDQ . r. 
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For to gone in unto iMvlioidbf •• *»••) ^r i: ' • ' io\ ..-TT 
Thon ami than fydAon ■• >i I i w, .r • -! '.: , *: ^^§ 
A fight of herbal Cor tb'lwviB^' « ;>. l^>^•'r i\v.w>tii i'^h 
If thou thine honoiir.Mgfatifllk«t^"' T^-' ^b niir.:-i'l 
Or any eran(|(BiBilgltaift nlalai ' ^ L*!- r v -^ uoi } 1. 1 : /; 
Thidirforthylof'isftlfe,. : i: -\ (ii M. rl / 
Ful faine thon woldift; but Ibr Mdhr * " -'t ' l|^| 
Thou goeft not, leftchatineo taJwlwdct ' '^"""^ ' ^ 
Wherfbre I red^ in-thy going, 't * ■ ""•''i ' " 
And alfo* in thine again oommini^ ' " " >'' ' 
Thou be wel ware that men nc wit |i'' -^ • ^ 
Feindtheotfair caofirthanit >^:^ -tjjio 

To go thatwaie, or &{li biei • ':> > :■- H n. 
To helin wel is no folte;' ».| ,t^ <. t ..I'- 

Andiffobeithapp^the iir ).... rru:^ 

That thou thy love there maiftie yfey' . ' ' ' ' 
In fikir wife thou herfalewe, ' "'"4515 

Wherwith thy coloore woll tnnfinewey 
And eke thy blond Ihal al to quake^ ■*' 
Thy hewe eke channgin for her fake,*: 
Butwordeandwit,><irithcherefnl-pale^'- 1' 

Shul want for to cellin thy tale; ^550 

Andifthouti|alftroferforthwittii# -■- • - ■ 
That thou to refon dorft beginne, 
Andwoldiftfainethrethingesormo, - ' '* 
Thou ihalt ful fcarfly faine the two { 
Tiiough thou bethinkc the ner fo wde %$ 35 

Thou fbsdtfoTyttinjttioxsAiAitt ■ ■ • 
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Bot if thoa dek wM umtoy^ 

JFor ftife kmn moive att MIy 

Sain wiat 'hem InftwitlftoBiui dnd, 

Thd be lb double' io tin Ulwd, ^540 

For chei in hertcao llual» o tinD|^ 

And faine an othf e' ifttlKr tpddng s 

And whan thy fpcsbeiicftM all 

Right thttsto the it Aaliie£di; 

Ifanywoidethancanit tomifldB %S4S 

vThat thou toisy haft kft befaisde. 

Than thou (halt brcadw hi grcte martirc^ 
For thou ihak brenne atany fire: 
This is the ftrife and eke the* afiaie. 

And the batill, that laftith aie : %sso 

This bargaine ende may nevir take 

But if that ihe thy pece wil make. 
And whan the night is-oome anon 

A thoufande angre»ihal come on : 

To bed as fad thou woke the dight, %s$s 

Where thou (halt have but iinal delight, . 

For whan thou wenift for to ilepe 

60 fal of paine ihalt thou, crepe, 

Sterte in thy bed about ful wide. 

And turne ful ofte on erdry fide, 2560 

Now dounward groufe, and now upright, 

And walow in wo the long night s 

fWir«e FIT, V - 



1 \M,.. .i-: 1111^ Ih^lc ihuu I'ptcde a bicclc 
\, 11.^1 111 witrc wKietorweredc; 
I liMi ItuUht kuiiic ■ KDitmbrannce 
I >1 h> I tkiiix: MuX uf hi'f fembUnncc, 
W Uit ut uuuE uthii nuy be pCK : 
.vii.l ukUihiiu wrlwitbvuiiD were 
I h.uili. UmI Ic (uuitinte thitoight 
lli^L liiuu hdlt ht 1 ihiii » fii blight 
M«kul liiiMuiic thiufiirniuthErc, 
Al iBllildlliii, Ut i» lhuu);h it wen : 
*l li.<u Skjkit nuks <allcl> tlun in Spaine, 
■Vi>'l •Ut.iu: ul fiiy il but ill riioc, 
AioIiIh •litiLiu ul riiiht Bought 
wliilt il>.<ri li. iliiuhiiU 111 thai ihonght 
'ili4ii>iuiM>.waiiJ JcIIuUd, 
4^kt wh*. h' I" !'■<*« "■■« b-t • f»bJe. 



;9^ 



\jk All uciur ai wnoie the piay* 
Ah Lord ! where I fiial bide the day 
That ere Ihe (hal my lady, be ? 
He is ful cured that may her fc. 
All God! whan (hal the dauniDgfpringe? 
To liggin thus is angry thing; 
1 have no joy thus here to lie 
Whan that my love is not me bie : 
A man to lien hath grete difcfs 
Which male not flepe nc reft in efe : 
I would it dawed and were now day, 
And that the night were went away. 
For were it daye I would up rife : 
Ah flowd fonne ! fhewe thine enprife ; 
Spede the to fprede thy bemis bright. 
And chace the drrlcnpflV nf ♦!»- ^:-i.» 



AndlhuB enilnring (bait rhou 11c, 
Aad rile on morow up erly 
Out of ihybed, andharnciith« 
£r evir dmnia^ thou niaift fe: 
Al priiily ihan flish thou ^ne. 
What withrc' it bd, ihy felfe alone, 
Forreine or haile, for Diowe for flete, 
Thidir (he dwclkth that is fo fwete, 
Thf whichc maic fal i. llepe be. 
And tbinkithbuL lice upon the: 
Thau ihalc thou go, fulfaule nferde. 
Lake if the gal^ be uofpenie, 
Andwaite without in woe anil psine, 
Ful iU a roWe ii. winde and raine : 
Thin (halt thnu Ra the dore before, 
If than maiftc tindin snyDiore, 
Or hole, or rcfle, what ere it were; 
TV<i 1"lt thou ftoupe and U; to er« 
irtheywithinaQepilK, 
1 mcnc al favc th7 lady fre, 
Wbam waking if (hoD nuiflafpie 
Go put ihyfelfe iajupardie. 
To t&in grace and the bimene. 
That (he tnaie wets whhoutin wcne 
That thou all night no leH haft had. 
So fore for her thou were heftad. 
Women wcl ought pite to take 
Of them that forowea for thee lake: 
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And loke for love of that relike 

That thoa thiokd none othir like. 

For '^han thou haft fo gret anney ^^7S 

Shall kifle the cr thou go awcy. 

And hold that in ful grete deinte s 

And for that no man (hall the fe 

Before the houfe ne in the way, 

Loke thou be gon againe cr day : 4689 

Such^ comming and fuche going, 

Suche hevinefle and fiichc walking, 

Makith lovirs withontin wene 

Undir ther dothis pale and lene. 

Love ne le veth coloure ne derenefle ; %€%S 

Who loTith trewe hath no fatneJTe. 

Thou (halt wel by thy felfinfe 

That thou muft nedes aflayid be, 

Vor men that fhape 'hem othir way 

1 alfely titer ladies to betray ^690 

No wondir is though thei be fatte, 

With falfe othis ther loves thei gattc ; 

For ofte I Ic fuche lofingeoura 

Vattir than abottes or priours. 

Yet with o thinti: I woUe the charge, 2695 

That is to fay, that thou be large 
1 Into the maide that her doth ferve s 
80 bed her thanke thou ihalte deferve : 
Ycvc her gcftis, and get her grace, 
/ or/b thou may thaiiki p urchace, ^700 
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That ftic the worthy holds and fnr , 

Thy Lidy'snd al that may the fe: 

Alfo her fervaunrei worihip aie. 

And pleGn as muche as thou maie ; 

Grcce godc through theiti njay come to the, S70J 

Bicaufc with herthci ben prive; 

Thei Ihal her tsl how thci ihc fandc 

Curteis and wife, and wcl doande. 

And Qie (hal prtife ihc wel the more : 

i.oke out of londe thou be not (ore, 37tO 

And if fuche caufe thou have that the 

Behovech to ^ne out of counlre, 

LeaTc wholfly thine hert in hofta^ 

Tii thou againe make thy paffage : 

Thinkc Intig to fe the f*ele thing »7I5 

That bath chiiw bert in ber bepifig. 

Now hare I toMe the.in wbit Wtt 
A ktvir Dill do me fcnkoi 
Do it than if that thou wolt hare 
The mede that thoudofialtir crAe. 3710 

Whan Love al ihia hkd bodu.bie 

I fati him, Sir, hcnr may it be 

That loviri may in fuche manete , 

Endnrc the piine ye hhTi£ud beta } . 

ImamilinmewondirfaOc -SflJ 

How aay man m^ live or llda 
In fuchejiaioe and in fuche htenninj, 
ft/cnw'sadtiought, and fucht lis'tun^. 
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Thine armis fhalt thoa fprede a brede 
As man in warre were fbrwerede ; 
. Than fhal the come a rcinembraunce 25 6$ 

Of her (hape and of her femblaooee, 
Wfaerto none othir may be pere : 
And wete thou iwei witboutin were 
That the (hal fe fomtime that night 
That thou haft her that is fo bright 35 70 

Kakid bitwene thine armis thetc, 
Al fethfaftnefte as though it were : 
Thou (halt make caftels than in Spaine, 
And dreme of joy al but in vaine. 
And the delitin of right Bought Ij 75 

While thou fo llombrift in that thought 
That is fo fwete and deliublb, 
The whiche in fothe n*isbut a fable, 
For it ne (hall no while laft : 

Than (halt thou (ighe and wep2 fait, a j 80 

And fay, Dere God! what thing it this ? 
My dreme is turnid al amis 
Whiche was ful fwete and-apparent, 
But now I wake it is al (hent ; 
Now yede this mery thought away ; 2j S5 

Twenty timis upon a day 
I would this thought would come againe, 
For it alegith wcl my paine ; 
It maketh me ful of joyfull thought ; 
It flccth me that it iailith nought ; 23 90 
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Heriaoghing eycn per£uin't9»d dere,' 

Her (hape, her forme, her'godely chere, a8 to 

Her moutheythat is £6 gracieut, 

So fwete, and eke fo favirous^ ' ' 

Of al her fetirs flial takie Juidff, : : 

lib e3ren with al her UmoiM l«de« 

Thus fwete thini^DOg ihall siwage 2%ts 

The paine of lovira and dier rage \ 
Thy joye (hal douhle' widuHit gciTe 
Whan thou thinkeft on her iemeiineile, - 
Or of her bnghing or her cohere. 
That to the made thy kdydeve: aSl^ 

This comforte wol I that thou take, 
And if the nexte thou wolte forfake, 
Which is not leiR favirous. 
Thou ihouldeft not ben todanngirous. 

The fecond ihal be fwetd fpeche, sSzj 

That hath to many one be leche. 

To bring *hem out of wo and were, 

And helpe many a bachiiere, 

And many* a lady fent focour. 

That hath ylovid paramours, 2839 

Thorough fpeking (whan thei might here) 

Of ther lovirs to them fo dere; 

To me it voidith al ther fmerte 

The whiche is doiid in ther hertci; 
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In hert it nu! 

ADd cbnfore now* )!' 
Ib al(Udnrii,M I fiodea-. ':!-•.' L : 
That dcrkii wiitcin tlaCb*bM*« 
ThcrewuiladyfnfUrflMwe- : . . : 
WhkheofberlaMBndiBSt^, ' 
On hin far te icinnsbre'airoagi 
In which flu (aid,Wl!aathM-Murt 
Spckinothiiqlhatitfoderc. ' 
TomeieioidithillciiaBitei . . 
Iwls he (ittelh fo nere mini hone. 
To fpek of him at e«e w iBorove 
It curiih me of al my folowt I 
To me i> Done fa high pleiiuuici 
A< of hit petfon dAliannie. - 
She wiQ fill wel thai fweCe fpeking 
Corafonich in ful tnoChil thing ; 
Her loTC fbe had full mil iffiide. 
Of him ILe wai ful wd apxide ; 
To fpeke of him her joyc wii fet : 
Therefore I rede the tbit thou get 
A felowe that can wcl nmccle 
And kepe thy coonfule, and Welle hele, 
'i'o whom go flicwe wholly thine bertc, 
£o;h ivele and woe, and jaye andfrnerte: 
Tu get comfoite to him thoo ga. 
And privily bi'tweoe you two 
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Ye flialipeke of that gtfdely thing 

That hadi thine hen in her keping, 

pf her beaate aod her femblaaoce, 2865 

And of her godely countinaimce ; 

Of al thjr ftate thou Qalt him iaie, • 

4ffd aike him coonlaik how tho« maie 

Do any thing that maie her pleii?» 

For it to the (hal do g»t efe, 2870 

That he maie wete thou tmil him (b 

Both of thy wele and of thy wo; 

Axf4 if his herte to lowe be fette 

His companie is moche the bette. 

For refoo wol he Ihewe to th^ 2875 

Al Qttirly his privite» 

And what fke is he lovith fo 

Tp the plainly he ihal undo, 

Withoutin drede of any (hame 

Both tel her renome and her name ; %ZZo 

Than ihall he forthlr ferre and nere. 

And namely to thy lady derc 

In dkir wife yc every other 

Shal helpin as his own^ brother 

In troathe withoutin donblenefle^ 2885 

And kepin clMe in fikime0e ; 

For it is noble thing in fay 

To (lave a man thou darfti fay 

Thy privy counfaile ev^ry dele. 

For that woIJ comfortc the rigVit "wdc ; •i.'^^^ 
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And thou {halt holde the wel i^Mued 
Whan fuche a freode thoa haft aflaied. 

The thirde gode of gretc comfort, 
That yevith lovirs moft difport, 
Comith of fight and beholding, 2895 

That is yclepid Swcte Loking, 
The whiche may none efe ydo 
Whan thou art fcrre thy lady fro, 
Wherfore thou prcfc alway to be 
In place where thou maift her fe, i^ccr 

For it is thing moflamlrous 
Mofle dclitable' and favirous, 
for to affwage a mann*is forow 
To fene his lady by the morow ; 
For it is a ful noble thing 2905 

Whan that thine eyin have meting 
With that relike fo precious 
Whereof thei be fo defirous. 
But al daie aftir fothe it is 
Thci have no drede to faren amis ; 29 10 

Thei dredin neithir windc ne raine, 
Ne non othir manir of paine; 
For whan thine eyen were thus in bliflc 
Yet of thcr curtific iwiffe 

Alone thei can not have thcr joyc, 29^5 

JJut to the hcrte thei convoye 



iP»rtcDttherbliffe, to him ihou fciido 
Of alt thisharme to mdkc ameode. 

The eye is a gode mfffangere, 
Whith eaa to the' hdic in fuchc mincrc 
TidingiE fende, thu he halb leae 
Yo voide himof hi'painitdsDC, 
Wherof the hen rcjoyClli fo 
That a grece partie of his wo 
Ii voided, and put away to Aigiit; 
-Right as [he derknelFe of the night 
It chafed with clerenelle of the mane. 
Right fo is dhiK wo ful foot 
DevoidiJ dene whainhat the li^t 
Beholdin may that frelbc wight 
Whiche that the )iat delirith To, 
That al his derteneffe ia ago. 
Pot than the herte is all it de 
When thei fe^ that that mais'hcm pLfc. 

Mow have I declared the id out 
Of that thou wcie in drcde and doutc. 
For I hare lalde the faithfully 
What the may curin uttiriy, 
Aad al lovirs that wollia be 
Faithful and DfllabiUte; 
Gode Hope alway kepe by thy fide. 
And Swece Thought make eke abide, 
Swcie Lokiog and Swdte Speche, 
01 si thine harcics chci IhalbekcW' 
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Of bale thou (halt have grete plefanttce 494 j 

Yf thoa canft bide in faffirauoce» 

And fervin wele without feintife; 

Thou (halt be ^ite of thitte emprife 

With more guerdoun if that thou liTe, 

But al this time this 1 the yeve. ^95^ 

The god of Love, whan al the day 
He* had taught me as ye have herd fay. 
And enformid compendioofly. 
He vaniihid al fodainly. 

And I alone ylefte al fole, >955 

So full of complaint and of dole. 
For I fawc uo man thert me by. 
Mv wounde!) me grevid wondiffly; 
Me for to cure nothing I knewe 
Save the bothuni fo bright of hewe, 2960 

Wheron was fettc wholly my thought ; 
Of othir comforte knewe I nou)?ht, 
But it were through the god of Love; 
1 knew nat elfe to my behove 
That might me efc or comfort gcttc ^9^5 

But if he would him entermette. 
The rofir was withoutin dout 
Yclofid with an hedge without. 
As yc to forne have herde me faine, 
A fill fail I beiicd, and would faine 19 70 
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Have paffid the hay, if I m^ht ' 

41ave g^in in by any fleighty 

To the bothtun fo &ire'to Xe, 

But erir I dradde blamed to be 

Yf men woaldli^Te fiifpe^iim A 9 7 5 

That I would of entencioB ■ 

Have ftolc the rolls that there were, 

Therfore to entre* 1 waa in £ere ; 

But at the lafte, as I bethought . 

Whethir I ihnldd pafle or Doughty .. a 980 

I fawe come, with a gladd^ chefe» 

To me a lufty bachiiere ... 

Of gode fiature and of gbde heigh^A 

And Bialacoil fotfoth he I^eig}^ j ; 

SonndhewastoCurtifie, 2985 

And he me grauntid fulgladlie . 

The paflage of the nttir hay. 

And faidd. Sir, how that ye may 

Pafle, if that it your wille ybe. 

The freflie rofir for to fe, 1 990 

And ye the fwete favour fele, 

Your warrant 1 may be right wek; 

So thou the kepin fro foUe 

Shal no msm do the viianie ; 

Yf I maie helpin you in ought 2995 

I ihall not faine^ dredith right nought, 

For 1 am bounde to yoor fefrtice 

Fully devoide of all feintife. 
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Than unto Bialacoil faidcl, 

I thankc you, Sir, ful hertiljT* 

And ) Dur heheft I take at gre 

That ye fo godely profir aae ; 

To you it Cometh of grete fnnnchift 

'I'hat yc mc profir your fervife. 

Than aftir ful dclivirly 
Through the breris anooe went I 
Whcrof encombrid was the hai^ ; 
I was well plefed, the fothe to iaie^ 
To ft the bothum faire and fete 
So freihe yfprong out of the rote« 

And Bialacoil ftie fervid wele 
Whan I fo nigh me mightin fele 
Of the bothum the fwete odourc, 
And fo lufly hewed of coloure ; 
But than a chorie, foole him betide! 
Bcfide the rods gan him hide, 
To kepe the rods of that rofefe, 
Of whom the name wasDaungere. 
'J'his chorle was hid there in the grevev, 
Ycovirid with grafle and Icvcs, 
To fpie and take whom that he fonde 
Unto that rofir put an honde. 

He \i as not fblc, for there was mo, 
For with him werin othir two 



til KoHAtrKT at rut KOta. 
Of HicUd Duuin and ni bnc i 
ThM one wu depid by bii tunie 
WiefcidToiigt,GadireTchimrann«;t 
Pot neitbit u ere ne it morowtt 
He can nf no min gott jfpeke i 
On iDiay' > jnHc mMi dMb fat wrelK; 
There w» ■ woman tlut de bight 
SHutii, thit *ha c«n rekin right 
Trcfpace yvni her ftthit't nunc. 
Her Biottiir Refon ; tfauwuShune 
YbroD^t forth of thefcilU two. 
And yet htdTrefpucoeceadoe 
With RcCoo, DC nere leieher by. 
He wu hidoni and fa t^f) 
I men^ thii, that rrcTpice Ught, 
But Refbn conceveth of Bfi^i 
That Shame of which I (pake afome ; 
And whin that Shame wu thu ybona 
It wu ordained that Chaflite 
Should of the rolir lady be, 
Vhicrhe of the bothomi mote znd la* 
Wilb fondrie folke iffaitid wai. 
Thai Ihe ne wifti what to do«, 
ForVenaihel-afEulithfo 
I'hat night md d»e Ito het (be fliH 
Bothomi and rolit onr all t 
To Rdba than prueth Chtflile, 
Wham VesiH hath fleXied«K the te. 
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That Ihe her doughtir would her lene 
To kepe the rofir frcfhe and grene. ^ 

Anon Refon to Chaftite 3055 

Is fully* aflentid that it be, 
And grauntid her at her requeil 
That Shame, bicanfe ihe is honed. 
Shall k'epir of the rofir be ; 

And thus to kepe it there were thre, 3060 

That none fliouid hardie be ne boide 
( Were he yongc or were he olde) 
Again her will awaie to here 
Bothoms ne rofis that there were. 
I had well fped had I nat ben 3C65 

Awaitid with thefe thre and fene. 
For Bialacoil, that was fo faire, 
So gracious and dcbonaire, 
Quitte him to me ful curtifly, 
And me to plefin badde that I 3C70 

Should drawc to the bothom nere ; 
Prefc in to touchin the rofere 
Whiche bare the Rofe he yafe me leve ; 
This graunt ne might but litill greve ; 
And for he fa we it likid me 3^75 

Right nigh the bothom pullid he 
A lefe all grene, and yave me that, 
Ihc whiche full nigh the bothom fat : 
I niaviin of that lefc full queint, 
yJ nd whaa J felt I was aqucinte 3080 
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tVith Bialacoil, and fo privet 
I wende all my will had ybie. 
Than wezt I hardie for to tell 

I 

To Bialacoil how me he£eU 

Of Love that toke and woondid me^ 3c S5 

And fayid. Sir, fo mote I the, 

I male no joie have in no wife 

Upon no fide, hot it arife 

For fithi (if I ihall not iaine) 

In herte I haVe had fo grete paine^ 3090 

So grete anofe, and foche afiaie. 

That I ne wotte what I Ihall |aie) 

I drede your wrothd to defifrve ; . 

L.evir me were that knivis kerv^ ' 

My bodie fliould in pecis fmall 3c 9 j; 

Than in any wife it ihoald £U1 

That ye wrothid ihould ben with me. 

Saie boldily thy will, (qood he) 
1 n*ill be wrothe, if that I male. 
For nought that thou ihalt to me fale. 3 rco 

Than faied I, Sir, not you difpleft 

To knowin of my grete unefe, 

In whiche only Love hath me brought, 

For painis grete, difefe, and thought, 

Fro daie to daie it doeth me drie } 3 Z05 

Suppofith not, Sir, that I lie : 



XlS TAB aOMATTNT Or TVJE ftOtC* 

In me five woundis did he makCy 
The fore of whiche (hall nevir flake 
But ye the bothom graimte me 
Wh iche is moft pailaant of beaote» 3 X X 

My life, my deth, and my martyce. 
And trefour that I mode dcfire. 
Than Bialacoil, affrayid all, 
Sayid, Sir, it male not befall 

That ye defire ; it maie not rife ; 3 1 '5 

What ! would ye ihende me in this wife ? 
A mokill fold than I were 
If I fuffrid you* awaie to here 
T}ic frelhe bothom fo faire of fight. 
For it were nelthir fkill ne right 3120 

Of the roflr ye broke the rinde, 
Or take the Rofe aforne his kindc : 
Ye are not curteis to afkc it; 
Let it flill on the rolLr fit; 

Let it growe till it* amendid be, 3 1 %$ 

And perfitly come to beaute ; 
I n'oldc not that it pullid were 
Fro the roflr that doth it bcre, 
To me it is fo lefe and dere. 

With that anpn flert out Daungerc 3 '30 

Out of the^place where he was hiddc ; 
His malice in his chere was kidde : 
Full grete he was, and blacke of hewe, 
Suirdic SLikd hidous, who fo' him kncwc ; 
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Like Iharpe urchbnik lus heere wiu gfowci, 3135 

His eyes red-fparcUng as fire glowe ; 

His Bofe frouncid fiill kirlud ftode^ 

He come criande 9s he wafe wode, 

And faied, fiialacoil^ t«l Biewhy 

Thoubringifthidirfoboldcly • 31 40 

# Him that fo nigh to the rofere? 

Thou worchift in a wrong man^fe; 

He thinkith to diflionoar the ; 

Thou art well worthy to* have Aiilgre 

To let him of the rofere wttte : • 3 145 

Who fervith Fellone is ill ^itte. 
Thou wouldifl have doen grete hounte, 

And he with fhame would qaiti the. 

Fiie hens, felo we ; I rede the go ; ^ 

It wantith lite he wol the ilo, 3 150 

For Bialacoil ne knewe the nought 

Whan the to ferve he fet his thought. 

For thou wolt fhame him if diou might 

Bothe agrain refon and 'gainft right : 

J woU no more in the affie ^j^^ 

That comeft fo (lightly for t'efpie. 

For it provith wondirly welc 

Thy fleig^t and trefon every dele. 
I dorft nb more make there abode 

For the chorle, he was fo wode : 3160 

So gran he threttin and manace, 
' And through the hsuc he did mc chacet 
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Jjr iVr? af nxxn I trcmUed and f"*^^ 

S*: :i:or; fhfiy his hedde he fitoke, 

.^duied. If e& he BughcBKCafae 316J 

I ih^aldaat&amhiihanditfiape. 

Than Biakcoilb fled and Mtfc, 

Azii I lU fiok diicoafiBLtte 

\ri5 jca aloae ia poifl aad diought; 

?r? ihaaie to deta I was aigh b co a ght r 3170 

T'-.ir: dioaghs I oa my h^h iblic. 

Ho V chat HIT bodic vttirlie 

Wis vcve CO pain and to oiartire, 

.\n£ th«rto had [ 6> ptte ire, 

Tha: I ne dnril the hayis pafie; 3175 

ThwTc wus Qo hope, there wa.% no grace : 

I trctre ncvir man wi&e of pain 

2^t tie were laccd in Lov'is chain, 

X;: no man wift, (and ibth it is) 

Bu: ii he iove, what angir is. 31S0 

Love holdeth his hefke to me right wele ; 
Whi^ pain (he fayid) 1 (hould fele 
N.> herte maie tbinke no tonge fain 
A r jzartir of my wo and pain ; 
1 ~ :j:at not with the angir laft ; 3 1 85 

\t.r.^ herte in poio<^ was for to brad 
\^'>Mr. I thought on the Rofe, that fo 
V'l^ thorough Daaogir cad me fro. 
\ i-irg while ftodc I in that ftate, 
^ . . :hiZ nic Awe io madde and mate 3 199 

6 
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The ladie of the highs watdf 

Whtche from her tMBc lohcd thUSimMd. 

Refoo men depin thtt Mf , 
Whiche from her tamrt d di f iily 
Came doune to mc wirhfltw flMir; m >j 

Bat ihe was neither yoog oe hoRp 
Ne high ne lowe» oe bttt mt kne^ 
Bat bed, u it wece in s ambc : 
Her ey in two woeclere and light 
AsacandiUthatfarcanithhn^; . . 31CO 

And on her hedde ihe had a cnaoK ; 
Her femid well an h%h r**frffitfj 
For roond environ her GRmoet 
Was full of riche floois afret; 
Her godely femblaant br devxfe 3 to$ 

I trowe was made in VandHt, 
For Nature had nevir foche grace 
To forge a worke of fcche coan^aee% 
For certain, but if the' Icttir lie, 
Crete God him(elf, that ia to hie, 32 lo 

Fonnid her afrir his image« 
And yafe her fithe foche avaBntage 
That ihe hath might and feignorie 
To kepi men from afl folie : 
Who fo woll trowe wele her lore 3 1 r5 

Ne maie offendin cevinnore. 

And while I ftode thosderke and pale 
Rcibn began to mc her tale : 
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She faled, Al haile, my fwete freode! 

Folic and childhod woll the ihende, 3^10 

Whiche the have put in grete a£raie; 

I'hou haft bought derc the time of Maie, 

That made thine herte merie to be; 

In cvill time thou wenteft to fe 

'J'hc gardin whereof Idilnefle 3»5 

Ybare the keie and was maiftrefle, 

Whan that thou yedift in the daunce 

With her, and haddin acquaintaunce; 

I Lt acquaintaunce is perilious, 

Firil foft, and aftir full noious ; 3 330 

She hath the trafhid without wene; 

Tlie god of Love had the nat fene, 

Ne had Idllneffe the conveide 

Within the verge where Mirthe him pleide ; 

If Folic have furprifid the 3*35 

Doe fo that it recovered be, 

And be well ware to take no more 

Counfaile that grevith aftir fore : 

Hi' is wife that woll himfclf chaftife. 

I'hough a yong man in any wife 3*4© 

TVefpaffc emong and doe folic, 
Let him nat dwellc, but haftilie 
T ft him amende what fo be mis; 
Aiul cite I counfaile the i-wis 

i h/ tend of Love wholly foryete, 3*45 

i'hut hdth tlic in fochc p;viri>[fctc^ 



And the lo herte tompentid ib ; 
t dui not fcne liov thou naieft go 
6chir waici the to gariibiuiy 
ForDuingere,thatiilbfido«il^ 3250 

Fellie porpofeth the to wemief 
Whkhc is f oil cniU, fiithe to lot* 

And yet of Danngert eomcth no hhune; 

In reward of my doughtir ShaaCy 

Whiche hath the rofit in her wirdtf 3355 

As (he that maie be no mnfr^y 

And Wickid Tong b with thcfe tms 

That fuffrith no man thidir go. 

For er a thing be doe he ihall. 

Where that he comith ovir aO^ 3260 

Id fonrtie pUds, if it be fought. 

Sale thing that nere was doo ne wroo^t, 

80 moche traifon is in his male. 

Of falfenefle for to faine a tale. 

Thou deleft with angrie folke i-wis^ 3265 

Wherefore to the the bettir is 

From thefe folkis awaie to £ue, 

For thei woll make the live in care ; 

This is the ill that Love tbei eall. 

Wherein there is but £alie ally ^iji 

For love is folie every dell; 

Who loTeth in no wife maie doe w^ll. 
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Ne fet his thought on no godc irerke ; 

His fchole he lefeth if he be clerke, 

Or Gthir craft if that he he $^75 

He ihall not thrive therein, for he 

In loVe (hal have more paffionn - 

Than monke, or hermite, or chaooniL. 

This pain is herd out of mefure ; 

The joie maie no vrhile endim; 3280L 

And eke in the poflelfion 

Is mochil tribulacidn ; 

The joie it is fo (hort biiliag. 

And but in hape it the getting; 

I fe there many in travaile 3 %Zs 

That at the laft (hall fouly f^e ; 

I was nothing thy couofailer, 

Whan thou were made the homager . . . 

OfgodofLoYctohadily, - 

Where was no wifedome but folie; 3 290 

Thine harte was jolie but not fage 

Whan thou were brought in foche a rage 

To yelde the up fo redily 

To Love of his grete maiHiry. 

I rede the Love awaie to drive, 3295 

That maketh the reche not of thy live ; 
The folie more fro daie to daie 
Shall growe but thou it put awaie; 
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Todaniitt]i]rbcrte,iaddBedM€ii»» 33^0 

If that diM saieft, tofBt Uenee 
Fbf to narefle ib^mb <HHMNs * 
Wliofch»hmrahwirwdlbf»e 
Shall finde cBMiir'tliitAatt Wsfieflt* 

Whan 1 bar hndihaasedbiilie 33^^ 

1 aafimde in full m§tk iMi ^ 
I 
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he. 



He caaf^ itib £Mn jAtf iic ciM^ 
'TliBC he It %iamc »«;« A^t**- . 
Ifrair yan in n f n iifiirr , 

Xaa*9«EMJtfAiMa^ M : 
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Than Love to tneward iho«ki arette, - 
Kalfhede or trefon on me fette : 
[ well me gettin pris or blame, 
A.nd love true for to lave my mune : 3330 

Who me challifith I him hate. 
With that wordc Refon went her gate. 
Whan Ihe fawe for no fermooing 
She might me fro my folic bring 2 
rhan difmayid I left all fole, 3335 

For-weric, for-wandred, as a fole, 
For I ne knewe no cheriOumce : 
Than fell into my remembraunce 
How Love ybaddc me to purveie 
A fclawe to whom I might feic 334© 

My counfaile and my privitc, 
For that fhould moche availin me. 
With that bethought I me that I 
Yhad a fclaw fade by 

True and fikir, curtcis and hendc, 3345 

And he called was by name a Frende ; 
A truer felawe was no where none. 
In haft to him I went anone. 
And to him all my wo I told, 
fro him right nought I would withold, 235^ 

I toldc him all withoutin were, 
And made my compleint on Daungere, 
7 low for to fcie he was hidous, 
I f'(f to nicR'ard contrarioua, 



I The nhiche through his cniille 
W»i in poina to h»ve meimid in=, 
With Bialicoi! whin he mc feie 
'Within the giifdin wallce and pleie 
Fro mc he made hinifortogo, 
Andlheleftalt)iii:iQWD; 
I durlt □□ lengtr with htm fpekc, 

SorDsungirfaiedhf "n"'-" ' ke 

Whan that he (awe ] \ - 

The&fOiibothomf I 
Iflwerehardietoo 
Bitweae the hale iiH 'e. 

This frende. whan ti' ly thoi 

H£ difcDmfortM me T^ 
But faicd, FcUwc, he tui ^de, 

Ne fo abalhid nor bcdadde ; 
My felfe I knowe full well Daangcre, 
And htivr that he ia fen of cheic, 
Alprimf temp^, Lore to masBce; 
Full oft I have ben id his cafe ; 
A fcloa Erft though that he be 
Aftir thou Oiajt hiiD fobplc la : 
Of long pallid [ knem him wale; 
ViiS^d'lic (HI though men him lele 
Hcwolt meke aftre'in hisbcring 
Ben for fersice and olieifing : 
I (hall the tell what thou Qutl doc; 
l/ldttlj I rede thou go btm to, 
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Of hcrtc praic him fpecially 

Of thy rrt fpacc to have mercie, 

An<i hot in him well here to plefe, 3385 

That thou Ihalt ner more him difpleft : 

V. ho can befl fcrvc of flatiry 

Shall plefe Daungir moft uttirly. 

My frendc hath faicd to me fo wcle 
That he me efid h«h fomedcle, 359« 

And i-kc allepgcd of my toorment, 
lor through him had 1 hardiment 
A^ain to Daungir for to go. 
To prcvc if 1 might make him fo. 

To Daungir cam I ail afliamed, 339^ 

1 he whiche afoFDC me had yhlamed, 

Di firing for t* apcfe my wo, 

Ikit ovir hedge durft I nat go. 

For he forbodc me the paifage: 

I fudiiue him cruill in hn rage, 54^^ 

A I'd in his hondc a grete boardoun: 

1 (J hun 1 kncHd lowc adoun, 

1 ull m -l:c of port and fimple' of chcrc, 

An.l l.icd, Sir, I am comin here 

()n< ly to aik of you mefcie; 34C5 

l( v',i< vi(h me full gretily 

Th.rt ( vir I have wrathid you. 

But for ro* amende i am come noWf 
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Wltk all my might boche kmde aod'ftiU 

To doin right at yonr owne will, 34 lo 

For Love madin me for to<4o . 

That I have trefpafled hidirto. 

Fro whome I ne maie dnwe mine bote. 

Yet Aiall I nere for joie ne finerce 

( What fo befall me» gode or ill) 3415 

Offendin more again your will ; 

Levir I have endure diiieiie 

Than doe that whiche ihonld yovdifpiefe. 

I yoo require and praie that ye 

Of me have mecde and ptte, 34 10 

To dint your ire that grevith £0^ 

That I woll fwere for^virmo 

To be redrefied at your liking 

If I crefpace inrany thing. 

Save that ( I praie the) grannt^ me 3425 

A thing that maie nat warnid be^ 

That I maie love all onily. 

None othir thing of yon aike I ; 

1 ihall doin all weie i-wis. 

If of your grace you graunt me this^ 3430 

And that ye maie nat lettin me, 

For well wote ye that love is fre, 

And.I ihall loven foche that I wiil. 

Who evir like it well or ill. 
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And yrt ne wonld I for all Fnimce 3 

I>oe thing to doe yon diiplefiuincs. 

Ilian Daongir fill in his entCBt 
For to forycve his male talent. 
But all his wrache yet at the laft 
He hath relefed, I praied fo hSL 34 

Shortly, (he fayid) thy re^ueil 
Is aat to mokill diflioneft, 
Ne I woll nat wemin it the. 
For yet nothing engre^th me; 
For though thou love thaa evirmore 344. 

Tc mc h ncithir fofte ne fore : 
i.ovc where the lift, what rechith me ? 
^>) fcrrc thou fro my rods be ; 
'i'ruft not on me for nose aiTiie 
In any time to pafTe the haie. 345^ 

Thub hath he grauntitl my praiere: 
Than tv xnt I forthe withoutin were 
f 'iit'^ my frende, and told him all 
\^ hichc was right joifuli of my tale. 
( 1 ! : f.iiod) Now gocth well thine affaire, 345 j 

I Ic lh.ill to the be debonairc; 

'J houy;h he aforne was difpitoua 
1 1: ih;iU hcreaftir be gracioot; 

I I !ic were touched on fome gode Tcin 

1 L- ihi-tild yet rewin on thy pein : 3461 

f ui!:r, I rede, and no boftemake 

V /Vy .'Aou dt gode met maied him take. 
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By fnffiraimce tod hj wofdwibft 
A min maie orircoioiii oft 
Him chat «fonie he had in drade, 3465 

In bokit fttthly as I rede. 
Thus hath my frende with grete c«n£ort 
ATaundd me with high difport, . 
Whiche would me gode at moche at 1 1 
And than anon foil ibdainly 3470 

I toke my lefe, and ftreight I WCB( 
Unto the haie, for grete talent 
I ha4 to fene the freihe bothom 
Wherein laie my ftlfadon. 
And Oaungtr toke kepe if that I 3 4 75 

Kepe him covinaont tmily : 
So fore I drede hit manafing 
I d^r(k not brekin hit bidding. 
For left that I were of him ihent 
I brake not hit commaundiment, 3 4 So 

For to purchafin his gode will 
It wat for to comin there till ; 
Hit merde wat to ferre behinde 
Ykept, for I ne might it finde : 
I complainid and fighid fore, 34S5 

And langaifliid evir the more. 
For T ne darft nat ovir go 
Unto the Role I lovid fo. 
Throughout my deming nttirly 
That he had kaowkge ccrtuiil^ ; '^^N^^ 



Soche cruill werre again your nun. 

As wholly your's as er he can, 

Nor that ve worchin no more wo 

On this caitife languifhing ib, 

Whiche woll no piore to you trefpacCy 35 j 

But put him wholly in your grace: 

And his oifence ne was but lite; 

The ^od of Love it was to wxtc 

That he your thrall fo gretely h : 

Tfye him harme ye doen amis, 35^ 

For he hath had full hard peoaunce 

Sith that ye reft him th* aquaintaunce 

Of Bialacoil, his mofte joie, 

Whichc all his painis might acoie : 

He was before anoyid lore, 35 (i 
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He Icvith more than lie 

Hispainishardeyisaiaielcilot .■ 3520 

And Love in DO wiifl wiAUd coniieiit 

That he have powir to repent. 

For though that qnickc jre wonld him lib 

Fro ^oie his herte ne JuaSe nat go. 

Now, fwetd Sifv ttit your ds 3525 

Him for to angir or dUcfe, 
Alas ! what maie it yon avnmee 
To docn to him fo grete grevamice i 
What worlhip ia' it again iiim take. 
Or on your man a werrd make, ^^ 3c 

Sithe he fo lowlie every wife 
Is rcdy as ye lufte deviie i 
If Love have caught him in his lace. 
You for t* obaie in every cace. 
And ben your fubjed at your will^ 3535 

Should ye therfore wiilin him ill ? 
Y6 ihould him fparin more all out 
Than him that is bothe proode and fiont : 
Curtiiie would that ye fuccoure 
Them that ben meke ondir your cure : 3540 

JIu berU is bard tbat we// tni mtit 
IVbam men ofmekenfjfe lum be/eh. 

This is certain, layid Pite^ 
Wc fe oft that humilite 
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Bothc ire and alfq felonic 3545 

Venquifh'eth, and alfo' melancolie. 

To ftondin forthe in foche durefie 

This cruike and wickidoeiTe ; 

Wherefore I praie you. Sir Daongere, 

For to maintein no lengir here 353 O 

Soche cruillwerre again your maxr. 

As wholly your' 8 as er he can, 

Nor that ye worchin no more wo 

On this caitife longuiihing [o^ 

Whiche well no piore to you trefpace, . 555 J 

^ut put him wholly in your grace: ' 

And his oifence ne was but lite; 

The ^od of Love it was to who 

That he your thrall fo gretely is : 

tf'ye him harme ye doen amis, 35^ 

For he hath had full hard penaunce 

Sith that ye reft him th* aquaintaunce 

Of Bialacoil, his mofte joie, 

Whiche all his painis might acoie ; 

He was before anoyid fore, 35 ^S 

But than ye doublid him well more, 

For he of bliffe hath ben full bare 

Si^h Bialacoil was fro bini fare : 

Love hath to him done grete diftreffc. 

He hath no nede of more ^urelTe : 35 70 

Voidith from him your ire I rede ; 

Ye male not vrinnin in this dede : 
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t fiiwe^he Role, whan I wmii%|i. 
Was gretir W0nn «ad noK ii%by 
Freihe and roddy, and fuieof kew«^ 
Of colour erir iliche oewe t 3630 

And whao I had it kmgd tee 
I fawe that through the kviagmt 
The Ro^ fpred to fjwnniihing. 
To fene it was a godelf tfalag. 
But it ne wat fo fprede on biede 3635 

That men within might knowe the £tdtf 
For it coTert ywas and clofe 
Bothe with the leves and with the Hole ; 
The flalke was eren' and grene upright. 
It was thereon a goddf fight, 364O 

And wdl the hettir without wene 
For that the fede waanot yiene: 
Full faire it fprad, the god of BkHe, 
For foche an othir as I gefle 
Afome ne was, ne more vennaile ; 3645 

I wasahawidformarveile, 
For er the fairir that it was 
The more I* am boundin in I^ore's laas. 
Long I abode there, ibthe to Uat, 
Till Bialacoii I gan to praie, 3650 

Whan that f iawe him in no wile 
To me to wamin hialennce. 
That he to me would grannt a thing 
Whichc to rememhrc* i» wcU fitting. 
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Thh IbtofaiiK^ that of his grace 3655 

i !tj vvoulJ nie ycve leifar and fpace, 

'I'v me that was to delirous 

To h-iVL a kifling precious 

(j'i the i^o godcly frcflie Rofe 

' j ' 1 1 2 1 fo f wctely fmclleth in my nofc, 3 660 

For if it you difplefid nought 

1 woil gladly, as. I have fought, 

3 Livir. a kiflfe thereof frcly 

VA your ycftc, for certainly 

1 woIl none have but by your Icve, 3(165 

^0 lothc mc were you for to greve. 

Tie faylil, Frende, fo God me fpede, 
( )[ Chaftitc I have foche drcde, 
Tiiou fliouldcfl not warnid be for me, 
V)Ut 1 iLirc not for Chaftitc; 3670 

Again her dare I not niifdoc, 
lor ahvaic biddith flie me fo 
To vc ve no lovir Icve to kifTc, 
i \ r who thereto mav winnen, i-will'c 
• -e f^f the furplus of the praie 3^7S 

J\ lav live in hope to get fonic daie ; 
] or who fo kiffing male attain 
Ot lov'is pain hath (foth to fain) 
Tlu hcfl and the mofte avinaunt, 
'■ •: u tmcfl of thcTcminaunt. 3680 
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Of hitanfwere I fighid fiwe* . 

1 darft tilaie him tho boommcc, 

1 liad f ache drede to greve him aie : 

A man flioold not to ii|«die tflaie 

To chafe hit iirende oat of mdauCf 36S5 

Nor put his life in aiuitnre ; 

For no man at the £rfte ibnolw 

Ke may not fel adonne an oke. 

Nor of the reifins have the wine 

Till grapes be ripe and wel arfioe, 3690 

Be fore emprefled, f yon cnfore. 

And drawin oot of the jMrefiore : 

Bnt I, forpeinid wondir ilrong. 

Thought^ that I abode right loiq^ 

Aftir the kifle in paine and wo, 3695 

Sith I to kiifc deiirid £0 ; 

Till that rewing on my difireiTe 

There comin Venus the goddefle, 

( Whicheaie werryith Chaftlfc) 

Came of her grace to foooiir me> 3 7C0 

Whofe might is knowin ferre and wide. 

For fhe is mothir of Copide, 

The god of Love, asUinde as ilone. 

That helpith lovirs many one. 

This lady brought in her right honde 3 7c 5 

Of brenning fire a blaiiog hroode. 
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'\Vhcrcof the flame and hotc fire 
Hath many* a lady in define 
Of love ybrought, and fore yhettcj 
And in her fcrvice Her hcrte fcttc. 3 710 

'J'his lady was of gode entaile, 
Kioht wondirful of apparaile; 
}'y her acire fo bright and (bene 
Men might percevin well and fcne 
She was not of religioun ; 3 7 '5 

Nor I n*il makin mencioun 
h'or of her robe nor of trefour, 
i)f broche ne of her riche attour, 
Ne of her girdle* about her fide, 
1 or chat I n'il not long abide; 37V> 

Lut knowith well that certainly 
She was arrayidrichily; 
Devoiiie of pride ccrtainc ftie was; 
To Bialacoil llie went a paas, 

y\nd to him fhortely in a claufe 37*5 

She layid. Sir, what is the caufc 
Ve ben of porte fo dalingirous 
Vmo tills lovir and dainous, 
i'o graunt him nothing but a kiffc? 
I\> warne it him ye done amifle, 373^ 

.'ntl.e well ye wotin how that he 
Is Love's fervaunt, as ye may fe, 
\va\ hath beautc, wher through he is 
■ ' 'or^Jiv oflcvc to have the blis. 

\ 
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How he' is iemc^^eholde and fef. • - ' - - 3 735 
How he is ftiire, how he is fre^" * * 
How he is fote amd debomtrcy 
Ofagdyonge,luftyaadf»ifc: . ... ■ r 
There is do \idy fo hauteine, ■ ' '■ 'rf. - 
Duchcffe, counteffe, ne cjiaftfelatoc, 37 A<^ 

That I n*oide holde her ungodely-. - 
For to refufe him uttirly, - - 

HisbretheisalfogodciBndfwetet : 
And his lippes roddy ; are tliei akete 
Only CO plaine and not Co kifle ? 3 745 

Graunt him a kifle of gentilnofie* 

His teth ame alfo white and dene; - 
Me thinkith wrong withootin wene 
If ye now wame him, troftith me^. 
To grauntd that a kifle have he ; 3750 

The lafle ye helpe him that ye hafle. 
And the moreldm^ flml ye wafle. . 

Whan the flame of the very bronde 
That Venus brought in her right honde 
Had Bialacoil with his hete iinete 3 755 

Anone he bade me without lete. 
And granntid me the Rofe to kifle. 
Than of my paine I ganne to lifle. 
And to the Rofe anon went I, 
And kiffid it ful faithfuUy. 3 760 

Nede no man aflce if I was bllth 
Whan the favour £0 fohe and Utl^ 
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Stroke to mine hert withootin more. 

And me alleggid of my fore. 

So was I ful of joye and bliife ; 3765 

] t is faire fuche a floure to kifie ; 

It was fo fote and favirous 

1 might not be fo anguiflious 

That I mote glad and joly be; 

\Vhan that I do remembre mo 37*0 

Yet evre* among (fothly to faine) 

1 fuifrc noie and mochil paine. 

The fe may nevir be fo ftill 

Lut with a litill winde at will 

JVlny ovirwhelmc and tourne alfo 3775 

As it were wode in wawis go; 

Aftir the calme the trouble fonc 

Mote folow, and chaunge as the monc. 

Right fo fareth Love, that felde in one 
Holdeth his ancre, for right anone 3 78© 

\Vhan thei in cfe wene bed to live 
They ben with temped all fordrivc. 
\Vho fervith Love can tel of wo 
The (loundmele joye mote ovirgo ; 
Now he hurtith and now he cureth, 37^5 

For felde in o pointe Love endureth. 

Now is it right me to procede 
T low Shame gan medic and take hcde, 
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Through whom id angirt I have hade. 

And how the ftrongd wall was made, 3 79<^ 

And the caftill of brede and length, • 

That god of Love wan with hit ihrength : 

Al this in Romance will 1 let. 

And for no thing ofi will £ let, ' 

So that it liking to her be ' 3795 

That is the floure of all beaote^ 

For (he may beft my laboar quita- . 

That I for her love (hal cndite. - 

Wickid Tonge, whiche that the eovine 
Of every lovir can devine 3^^^ 

Worfte, and aie addith more Cbmdelc, 
( For wickid tonge faith nevir wde) 
To mewarde hare he right gret hate, 
£fpying me erly and late. 

Til he hath fcnc the grcti chcre 3805 

Of Bialacoil and me ifere : 
He ne might not his tonge witbftonde 
Worfe to reportin than he fonde. 
He was fo ful of curfid rage : 

It fat him wele of his linage, 3810 

For him an Iriflie woman bare : 
Hb tonge was filid (harpe and fqaare. 
And right poignaant, and right kcrving, 
And wondir bittir in fpeking ; 
For whan that he me gan efpie 3S11 

He fworc (affirming fil^ rly) 
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Bitwene Bialacotl aodme 

Was ill aquain taunce and prive : 

He fpake therof (b folilie 

That he awakid Jelouiie, 3 S zo 

Whiche all afraied in his fifing. 

Whan that he hcrdd the jangling^ 

He ran anon as he were wode 

To Bialacoil there that he ilode, 

Whiche had levir in this caas 3 ^ ^5 

Have ben at Reines or Amias, 

For fote-hote'in his felonic 

To him thus faide Jeloulie; 

•*^Why haft thou ben fo negligent 

" To kepin, whan I was abfent, 3^30 

" This vergir here lefte in thy warde ? 

'* To me thou haddift no regarde 

" To truft (to thy confufion) 

** Him thus, to whom fufpeiftion 

** I have right gretc, for it is nede, 3835 

** It is well ihewid by the dede : 

" Grete faute in the now have I founde; 

*^ By God anon thou ihalt be bounde, 

*' And fade lockin in a toure, 

*' Withoutin refuitc or focoure. 3^4° 

** For Shame to long hath be the fro; 
^* Ovir fonc (he was ago 5 

5 



« Whan thou hall loll both drsdc Bod leie 

<* It fcmid well Ihe iTi^Dot here, 

"ForflieWBilieryinrowife 

" To kepin ths anA ta diifkice, 

" And for to helpin Challite 

" TofctpctheroCr, asthinkrthme, 

" For thin thit baic knave la boldly 

" Nc Ibbuldc ciat have.be hirdj-, 

" Ne in this vcrgit hid fuche Ramt, 

" Utiich aow nic taureith to greic fhamc." 

Biilacoiln'Iswhat to Cue, 
FulfaiochewooldhaTefledawaie, . 
For fere have hyid, n'etc chat ha 
Al\ rodainly tohc him with me ; 
And whan I hv/e ihac he had (a 
Ttii) JelouCc cakin na tvD '- 
I was aftoncd, and l^Dcwe DO rede, 
Bnt-Beddeawayforvery drede. ..: ' 

Than Shame came forth hU fim^ly; 
She wende have ircfpaced ful Kfeuly, 
Hunhle' of hct parte, and made tt fimple, 
Werirg a vaile in ftede of wimple. 
A> noniiis done in ther abbey : 
Eicauf^(,£rl,crt was in affray 
She i;an to fpf kewilhin a throwt 
■J'p Jtloufit rljihi nondic lu«e. 
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^irft irf liTTtrtn flin Wrfi Wfflifc||,f 
And fitjid) Sir, Be leitah OMghr 
WickidTokig^, thu fiOii fetpk^ - 
Which itfb gfiid feoikteaiidlitt 
He hath yoa made thtosfh iiiiMi|^ 
On BialiMoit » &Ub letfi^t 
His falfttcCc IB Bocf bb«i^ a wm9r 
It is to longe that he him ko^^;^ 
This nei« not the irfti dale, ' 
For WiekidToUge kadi cnileae aie" 
The yoogd fblkis t» bewrfe. 
And falfe tcfingis on *hem lie. 

Y et nere-theleile I fe among 
That the foign^ it is (b long 
Of Bialacoii, hertis to hire 
In Lov'is fervice for to' endare, 
Ydrawiog fachd folke him to 
That he hath nothing with to do^ 
But in fothnefle I trowd nought 
That Bialacoii had er in thought 
To do trefpace or vilanie. 
But for his mothir Cortiiie 
Hath tanght him evir for to be 
Code of aqueintannce and privt. 
For he lovith none hevincflb, 
But mirth and play, and all gladnefle; 
He hatith eke all^ trechours, 
Avd fole'mc foike and cnvimM^ 
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For ye wcle wcnii how that be 

U'dI evir glad and joyful be 

HoDclUy with iol\ic to pleyi 

IhasebeuegUgentinfcy 

To chimtc him. ilMcCiiic nov I 

Of iwrte ycric you here mer^. 

That 1 have bciifor«bila 

Tacamin himwithaulialcci; 

Ofisy foly 1 ia£ repent; 
Now wal I whole (a mine eotcitt 
To kepin both« low and Aill 
£iaUcoil [q do your will. 

O Sbamc! omiuncl jsidejcloofis, 
Ta be bibraftied grctc dtadc have I ; 
X^echeiie hath ycLombe fn hje, 
That almoa blcrid jj mino eic : 
No wondiris if diede base 1, 
Ovir al reigoith Leihecy, 
Whole might ygiowitb night lad 6tf 
Bothin doiflrcandin ^bey; . ^ 

<lhaftite' is weriled ovlr all, 
Thcrfore 1 wall with lUtir wiU 
Clofc boc& the ToGi and rofercf 
1 have to long in tfai* maneie 
J^fce 'bun uncIoCd wilfully, 
Wbf rforc [ 3D1 right inwafdly 
Sorowfull, andrepeDtemei 
Sut son thci Jhali oo lengir be 
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Unclofid; and yet I dred< fei»*»il Ah-* *# ^f iw j|^ 
1 Ih all repeotd ferdurmon, ' .^1 /t ■ ' . n 1. .'#r I »; i * v • 
Tor the gtme goith all atnia | * • ■' ;'' *': '•' .♦] v/ ■• ». 
Courfaile I tnudi newe i-wks ;' : :" vi : ^ . >: - j -. ^ ,: . 
1 ha vc to k>B{( ytruiUd the^ ' ::•:?:.. . : . i^ ; : . . . « .::u .*: >« 
]]iit now it ihal no lengir be^ -.:.:../ ....;.; $mj0 
Tor he may bcft in every colle ■ . i 
Decevin that men truftiamofte:- 1 = 

I fe well that I am nigh ihent 1 

But if I fct my full entent 

Some remcdie for to purvciey .... . . 39J5 

Wherfore cloiln I ihall the wey 
From them that woll the Rofe efpie. 
And come to waijte me Tilonie ; 
j^or now in gode faith and in tronth 
) wolnotlettinfornoflouth, 3^0 

'['o live the more in fikirhefle. 
Do make anon a fortireiTe, 
Than clofe the rolis of gode favour; 
1 n middis fhal I make a tour 

To put Bialacoil in prifon, 3945 

For evir I drede me of trefon : 
I trow I ihal him kcpe fo 
'> hat he ihal have no might to go 
About to niakin companie 

To them that thinkc of vilanie, 39JO 

No CO no fuche ae hath ben here 
A t'wrnc, and founde in him ^goda chere, 



Wliichc han alTiitid him to Ihend:, 

And with iher trowandili to bieuijc i 

Afoleiseithlobegile; 

But may [ live a Ulil while 

We jt»l forthinkc his f«rc rcmbUnm. 

And with lhatwtfrde cameDrede A»ttunt 

Whidie nas abafted, and in gnu fcTc 

Whan he will Jeloafie was ibcie ; 

He was for drcdc in fache affray 

That noi a worde durlte he tky. 

Bill quaking llodc fill Hii alone, 
(TU Jeloofie hii way was goot) ' 
Save Shinti, that him net fmfitket 
Both Drede and flie fnl fori gMfa, ' 
ThV at the la&i Drcdc ibnUe; 
And to hii cofia ahaniK iulr: 

Shamj, (he faid) in tefafafadb 
To me it i> gret heiincfis 
That tke noife ti fo ferre ;g», 
And eke die fcUsadir, of otinm, 
Siu£thiDthatititb«U) 
We maic h not agnioi odl 
Whan oaia fpropgin its fame; 
Far maey' a yere withoatia Uami; 
WehaTeben.aiidiqwyvdiy; ■■■ . 
for nany' an Apfd, Miny' a Uaf , 
We haa ypaffid nothiqg flumed^ i: 
Til Jdouiu hath iig jblamed 
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Of miflruft and fttfpe^on 

( 'aufclriTe, withoot enchefflii : 

4 ;o we CO Diungir hsAHj, 

And let us ihewc him cpiiily 

I'hat he hath cot aright jwrougfat jn{j 

AVhan that he fett^ not his thought 

To kepin bcttir the pvpriie : 

in his dohi^ he N not wUe ; 

1 le hath to us do pTti wrong', 

That hath fufrj-id cowTo lonjf j^^ 

rialacoil to have hi^ will 

Alio his luftis to fulfill: 

1 k mull amende it uttirlr, 

Or els (hal he vilaiaoufly 

IviliJ be out of I his bnde, j^j 

Tor he the wcrre maie not withHosde 

« >f Jrloutie, nor here the prefe, 

.Sltlic Bialacoil 13 at mifchcfe. 

Ti' Uaungir Shimc and Drede anon 
I'hc ri\rijtc way ben both ygon; 4CCO 

■»"' ■ chirle the! foiindin*hcni aforne 
1 -'lin^r vniliT an hawethome; 
.'ir bis hrd no pilowc was, 
• \-y the ilede a truflc of gras; 
'.Mv^rid, and a knappe he tokc, 4CC5 

h-yr^^r pitoufly him ihoke. 



And gretc manact on him gan aicke. 

Whyncp[ftrhouwh»ntiiiiulhnuldwake? ■ 
(Quod Shame) thnu dotfi ue vilaiiii:; 
Who iruDithtKchedoth folic 4^10 

To kepc rnfifl or bothoira 
WhanlhEibcNifaireinlherMonii .i;n ' 
Tfiou arte noxc to familLcre . . : .1L' -■ 
WherthDnninnldheftr»Ungeo[cb««|.i .. 
Sloutcof thy pnrte, redjr to grcie: 40 IJ 

Thoa doeft gret folic for in Icra 
BiaUcoil licre inne to call 
The yongir mm to flifnden ui all ; 
Though that thou Hqie we moiriD here 
OE Jrloufie g^ew Dsifc here : 4C1» 

Art thou now late ! rife up an hie, 
And ftoppc Tone and delivirly 
AIU the gippit of the hay; 
Do DO favour I do the pn; : 
ltdUithnoihingtaiLyjiame ac.^s 

To' make fayre fcmb lauct jihere thou, may Qe blame. 

If Bialacoil he fwete and Fre 
Doggid and fel thou (houldift be, 
Frowardand oulTagiouti-wiii 
Achorleehauitgiththaccarteiaii: ^cj-> 

This have 1 herde oft in faying, 
That man ac maie for no daunting 
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Al mea vtl Md dw fiw BMteie 
Thttdebomiie JMiciriMitlatim 
It fittcdi the nongiit OHrtristft te 9 

In the it is recreaandifii : 

l«et thy wcnut fcfre md Difff 

Be like thj name, «pliicheitD«nifCfie. 

Than al ahafliid in ibewiog 
Anon fpake Drcde, i%ht thotlaylnf , 
Andiajid, Danngir, I drcde me 
That thou ne woki Wy be 
To kepin that thon haft tokepe : 
VThan thon IhoiUdeft wake tho« ait a-Acpe t 
Thou ihalt be gre^id ccftaioly 
If the afpyin Jeloufie, 
Or if he findd the in Uame; 
He hath to day afbilid Sh»me, 
And chafed away with grete manace 
Biabcoilont of this place, 
And fwerith fliortly that he fliall 
Endoie him in a fturdy wall ; 
And al is for thy wickidaefle, 
For that the faiUth ftranBgiaeffe ; 
Thine hert I trowe be faiKd all j 
Thou (halt repent in fpeciaH, 
If Jelouiie the foth^ knewe, 
nou jffuUt forthinkc and (ore reNtt. 



With that the choriehisclubbc gin fliake, 
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And hidouj chcre, as man in rage ; 
Fcr yre he brentiii hi" vifage : 
'Winn that he herdchimblamidro 
He faid, Out of my wiite I go, 
Tu be dircomficD I'tlsiTagreCe wrong; 
Ccrcis I have now lived to long 
Siihe I may not thii eloBr kept : 
Al nuidte 1 would he dolvin dtps 
Tf any man iLjloioie tefoyis 
To this gardin for foule or fayre ; 
Alinc hen foe ire goith *-feic 
That [ let any tatxe here : 
IhavedoCdynowlfe. 
But now it (hal aniendid be : 
Who fettith folc here any more 
Truly he Ihall rt^nt it fore. 
For no man more into tfaii piue 
OfmeioenttefballlisEegnce] . 
Levir 1 bad with fwcidis twaine 
Thiougljout mine hert in every vaine, 
Perdd tobewithmany'iwouQde 
Than (louthc Ihould ia nic be TouDde : 
Friimheoniifotthby night or day . 
Ifhilldefcndeitinmay 




And if I it any nuio graimte 
There holdith me for recrenonte. 

Than Daungir on his fete gan ftoode 

And hent a burdon in his hondc ; 

Wrothe in his ire ne left he neiigfaf , 

But through the vergrir be hath (ought 

If he might findin hole or trace 

Where through that me mote forth by pace. 

Or any g^ppe, he did it clofe ; 

That no man might touchin a Roie 

Of the rofir allc about, 

He fhittith every man without. 

Thus day by day Daungir is wers, 
Mote wondirfull and more divers. 
And feliir eke than evre' he was. 
For him ful oft I finge alas ! 
For I lie may nought through his ire 
Recovir that I mofle defire : 
Mine hert, alas ! wol breft a-two, 
For Bialacoil I wrathid fo ; 
For certainly in every membre 
I quake whan that I me remembre 
Of the bothom whiche that I wolde 
Ful oft a day fene and beholde ; 
And when I thinke upon the kiiTe, 
And how much joie and how much bliflc 



t badilc thrangh the favDOr fwctC, 

For want of it I g rune and grcte : 

Me ckinketh I feleyeiin lajaole 

Thifotc favour of the EWe, 

And now I note that I mote go 

So fcrre the ^clhI flonritfro. 

To inefuE welcome wire thedetBe, 

Abfence therof (aht ! > mc flerhe ; 

For whilom with this Rofe, iln i 

I touchid nofe. and rooaihe, uld bce, 

But now (he dcth ItnuQiibid*; 

Bur Lore confi^nt an othir tide 

That oni« 1 tuuche maia and kitic 

I irow my paine Ihal oevirliflcj 

ThcroniiallmTcoveiife, 

Whiche brent mj hcrlin many wife: 

Now JbalTepuTe^yiitligfaUlgr' "' '' 

Lmb wMcbe oD nlgiui, nd tu-BUflBg, 

Thought in wifting, nraait,m>dlTO^ 

With manf ' a laDraing io ud &B, 

That halfc my paiad 1 eaoBOt Mtt, 

ForlxmralliDismhiU. ...... . . . 

jytna paradife md welthi) thiitnre ■' 
My tunnelt {Tcihli, lnsV«Mdwpt«i ' 
Anoyithmnr thebttciradb ' ' 
That 1 to fbnie han felte AretaeAc 
And Wkkid Tong* tina^ kia£d&cda 
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On me he lieth a pitous charge^' 
Bicaufe his tongc was to large, T "• 

Now is it time fliortly that L* : . ". 4145 

Tel you fomthing of Jclouiy; .:' . .) 

That wasiugretefufpeccioniT ■ 
Abotit him lefte he no n;>af«B' </^ ~ ' -. 
That (lone could )aie, ne no-qnerrovr, 
He hirid *hem to mfike a touE ^ ' . ! : ■ ■ 4IJO 

And firft the roilsi for tQ kepe : .,..' < ... 
About *hem msKie Jie a diche depe, : - .t ' . 
]|.ight wondir large, and alfo brode,* '^ 
Upon the whiche alfo ftode ■ 
Of fquarid ilone a flttrdy wall» . 4^5 S 

Whiche on a cragge wa« foundid aU, . . 
And right grete thicknefle eke it bare ; 
About it was yfoundid fquare 
An hundrid fadome'on evety iidc; 
It was al licbe both long and wide :' . 4160 

Leflany time^it weteallailed: . . 
Ful wel about it was batailed, - •. '. 

AndYounde environ eke were fet ' 

Ful many* a riche and faire tolif net : ' 
At every cornir of this wall !. ; 4t^^5 

Was fet a tour fu4 principall, < 
And everiche had without fable 
A pDTtcolife dcfenfable, / . 

To kepe of ca'cthies, and to gre.vc 
That there ther force would yprcvc. 4I >• 

4 



A nd eke amii^^^ llmpuiprife '< tdi:. 

Wunudcatour of greteniaillnre, '^U- 
A flirir (augh no man with tight, ' n 

Larg^uid widc,aiidafgretc might; ' 
Thei dradd^ nought noi,^ ifliut ^ 

Ofginn at gonii, nor of Ikill'aat ; 
The tenipereure nf the oioritre 
Was niaJe nf lycourc woadtf dere, 
or quicklime perfauilC and egtt. 
Which temprid was wich Tinegre. ^ 

Thtftatie wultards oF idamaDnc 
Wherof thei made ihe founJcmaunt ; 
The tour wa^ rounde made in compu ; 
In al Iliis waild no richir wu, 
He bctcii ordained therewichall i ^ 

About the loiir na^madea wall. 
So that betwixt that and the toUre 
Rod were fct of fwetc favoure. 
With many roCs that thei here : 
And eke within the cadil were 4 

Springoldii, gonoSB, bowel, aod archen, 
And ehe about at the comtri 
Men ifeiiiin oriicdM wUIAaaiki 
Gret engjna, which ywere nere honde. 
And in the fcetnils here and there ^ 

Ofarbladirtgieteplentie were ; 
NotH: armour niighte th«r ftroke withftondci 
It were foly to pnk tO honde t- 



fjS XBB ROMAUNT OF TBI ROM. 

Without the diche were liiHs made ' • • 
With wal bataili4 large and hrade, • - 4acO 

For men and horfe ffaould'oot attainc 
To nigh the dtcfae ovirlhe plainer ■ . 
Thiyr Jeiofie hath environ 
Yfette about his garniibn .' ■ . ' 
With wallis roonde and dich^ depe» 4305 

Onely the roiir fo^ to kepe. 
And Daungir bothe erly.and late 
Thekeyeskeptoftheuttirgate, • . 
The whiche opened towarde the eft. 
And he had with him at the left: 41x6 

Thurty fervaif ates echone by name* " 
That othir gate was keptby Shame, 
Whkhe opinid, as it was.couthe, .... 
Towardis the parte, of the fouthe ; . . 
Sergeauntes aflignid were her to 42 15 

Full many, her will for to do : 
Than Dred^ had in her bailiie .--: . 

^hekepingof theconilable*rie . . /. 

Towarde tl^Q QOi[th I underftondoy ... i 
That opened upon the lefte lionde, .>. . 4^00 
The whiche for nothiog Biay he Cure 
But if ihe do her befy cure 
j^rly on mor*we*, and alfo late, 
Strongly to fhette and barre the gate. 
Of every thiog that ihe may fe : 4t%S 

prede is afcrde where fp ihe bci 



Forwithapuffcoflidllwiade :- -■■-:■.'■-'" 
Dredc ii aftoaied, in her minds, —* ■^'•■.'■'' ■ 
"^h^ferefDrOelingoElhellale - - ' 

Iredcheroat tlicy)t«niitUet.' ..:..:o .^;.' . 
A(ou\"uB\ghtwoa\diaA.thlcfBe,\--ii-. l 
And eke ■ fhadowei-if fhc*-*! ft. < . 

TliaiiWickidToi]ge,(iillofcirtf,' >> 

Witbfoudieriof Nfraiudf, '.■. ■i^'i'l ■ 

At he thu cioHth all dfbtfe, ' .- . ".jr..: . 

Was kepir of the founh J E>^ ' - '" •> - 

Andalfotothetothirt^ :«.!;:. ' 

HoTCDtfuloft^fartorev - ''<;- 

Whanhiilntiewaatowilkeinigfct . 

Hit inftrvmcnti* yatii be dight _, ' . . 

For [0 blowtn and maktn foune 

Oflir than he tialh CDchdbuDe, 

Aiid.Halkin ofi upon the-waU, 

Cornin and wkkittei o«ir.aU 

Ful narowe Terchin and cTpie ; 

Though he naught fonda yet would he U«. 

Difeordaunt er lio amvOtei 

AJiddilTonid fro melodic; 

CoDtcoic he would, aud fvuli flile, < - 

With hornpipia of Coi'D^aile; 

Id floitis made he difcocdHiBWi 

And ill his mufike, with mifc|uanc«.l 
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He would^ fcine with notif newe 
That he ne fonde no woaum trewe, 
Ne that he fawe nere in hit life -4*55 

Until her hulbonde a tmte wife/ 
Ne none fo fill of ^Mmefte ' ' 

That ihe n'il laugh and mery- be 
Whan that ihe hereth or may efpie 
Amanfpeklnoflecherie: ' ' 4160 

Everiche of *hem hath fome tice; 
OneJs dilhoneft, t*othcc dicei- 
Yf one be ful of Tilanie 
An othir hath a lico'rons ei« ; 
If one be ful of wantonefie 426$ 

Anothir is a chidircOe, 

Tjbus Wickid Tonge, God ycfve him fttme ! 
Can put 'hem everichone in blame 
Without defert, and canfilcfic ; 
He lieth though thei ben giHileile : 4 ^7^ 

I have pity to fene the ibrowe 
%'}xax wakith bothe evsn a|»d morowe 
To innoccBtcs doth fuche gtetznncef 
I pray God yeve him evil duraiictf t 
That he evir fo befy is 4175 

Of any woman to* feice amis. 

Eke Jeloufie may God eoafminde ! 
That hath makid a toure foroun^i 
And made about a garifon; 
To fetce Bialicoil in prifon, 4 ^^Q 



Tlii whiche is Iheltc there in the tour, 
Fill long to hold* therfoiour. 
Therefor to livin in psnaunce; 
And for Co da him more gre<naiu^, 
Whiche hath ordaioid Jilmiiio, 
An olde veeke for lo efpie 
The maoir of his governaiutcc. 
The -whichc devil in her infiuBce 
tUdlemld all of Lov'ts uu. 
And of his pleyis toke her parte: 
She Tsis expert in hiiferTife; 
She luiewe echc wrcriche and every gil 
Of Lave, and every feorel wile; 
It wisri^ht harde her to bcgile. 

or Blalacoil fbe tokc aie hcde. 
That er he liveth in wo and dredo 
He kepte him coyc and die prlvc, 
LeQ lhi( in him Ihe hadde fe 
Any lite faly eountinannee, 
For Ihe knew all the oUi daHice. 

And after thi' whan Jclouiie 
HadBialaCDitinhiibaiUie, 
Andjhettc him up that vrat fo fre^ 
For Ture of hini he would ybe, 
Hctruftiihrotcinhi^eaftell, 
The ftronge werke him Ukith wall ; 
He dradde nat that no glotoni 
Should JleJc his coSit or bolhanu'. 
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The rofis wcrcn w&aid all, 

Dcfeitcid vrith the Arongj wtlll 

N.1W JdoiiCe fall weU may ba 

OfdreifeileiraidetetibcrMii 

Whether chat be or flcpc or wda* 

Of hit lofii DMf cone be ukt> 

But I (alu!) now moni fiuU 
BiciuTc I vru withont th« wtU) ; 
Fal mochU dole uid oumc I ini& { 
Who fo had wifl what wo I had 
I trowe he wDQld ba*e bad piteg 
l.Dve all to dere had foldi me ; 
The gode that of hU b»e had I 
I neDt about it a] queiaclj. 
But nowe through dablin^ of my paioe 
I fe he woll it fell again. 
Anil me a atvi bargain tcfe. 
The nhiche all out the more ii dera 
Fur the folace that I have lomt 
Than 1 had it oevir afomt : 
Certain I am full Uke in dedo 
To him that caAe ifl yerth hit fede. 
And hathjoie of thenewefpriogjag . 
WJian It greniih in the giiaoing. 
And is fo faire and fralb« of flourc, 
J.ullie Co feiie, fotc of pdotn*, 
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But crhc it in Oievii tben 4335 

Maie fall wElIiir that fluU it (ier«, 
^ad mikin it to Uie and bU 
IThe /lalbe, ihe greine, and flonru all, 
That to the tiller i> fDrdoen, 
Hic hope he hadcodcnc 4140 

i drede ccrtaine that fa fai 
Ber bape and travaile fikii 
Ben me biraftc all with a iia^ 
The floore n'ill fedic of my c 

For LoTC hath To avaunrid me, 4345 

Whan I began 1113- ptivite 
ToBialacDdallfortoteU, 
Whom I ne founde frowird « ffH, 
But tcikc agrc all vholc my plaie; 
BulLoveisafrohardeaffaie, 43JO 

That alUt ono he ktM DM 
Whan 1 wened t^a »bMt t»' ksn be. 
ItUofLove a? of Fortune, 
That chaungith oft, and n'ill cnntnne, 
Whrche ivhitom will on folki fmile, 435J 

jindglombc on 'hem an oth if while; 
Now frer.de now foe thou fhalt her fele. 
For* twincling loumith her mhele. 
She can wrilhinherhcdde await; 
Thiiisihe concourfeof herplaii, 436Q 

She can areife that doith maarnc, 

And vfbizle adouat and o' 
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Who dttkh hittt but as her luft : 
AfoIcishe(h;it*ollbcrtraa, 
For it i) ] that ini come dounc 
ThroDgh chirge and rMc?lucioini ■ 
Sithe IiiaUcoil mole fro me twin, 
Shttit in her piiSuD }ondi; withuii 
HiiBbfence at mineherte Ifele, 
Forall my joie and all mice hele 
y»ai in hiiti aiuh'u the Rofe, 
That but you moll, whkhe him do 
Opiq, that fo 1 maie him fe, 
i-ove woll not that I curid bo 
Cf the piini» that [ cnduic, 
Nor of my cruill siiDtorc. 



Ah.Bialaioil, tube own dere 1 
Though thuu be now a prifoDero 
Kepilhat led thitieherutome; 
SaffimotthatitdauDtidbe, . ^ 

He Ictnotjdnuiit'm hit rage 
Futtin chine herte in ne fervige : 
Although he chadice the without, ■ 
And make thy'bodie to him lout, . . 
Have herte as harde isdiunlunt, 
Stcdfaft atid UoM, and naught pUasot I 
Id pgfon though ti;y bodie b« 
Ac laigikepe thine herte fto J - i-.- 



IF 






TBI lOMAUMT at Tax laii. 


A trcwi 


^hmae will not pUe 


For no 1 


Tiinsre that i t naie dtie: 


Ifjeloii 


Dc doilh the pain 


Quitch 


imhijllilethuiagiin. 


To vtn| 


^i the U leA in thought, 


Ifoihir 


waiclhou mayid nouglic. 


And in 


this wife full fubdllic 


WorchI 


n ami winnc the mdfiiiy. 


But yci 


1 am in grdc aflraie 


Left ih( 


luiholdcflDitdoexIfiie; 



I drede thou cuill m 
That tboii cnpriratnd Ht for BM,- 1 
But yet right noDght [oi my Udfu 
E^I (hroDgh me lere diftonsnl'Wf 
Yet thing that ought tn be fectc : 
Well more Bunoi^ ilia aw 
Thmiiin thecftlfUi 
For I endure more hard pi 
Thvi any man can Tama oi thinks. 
That for the forowe' ilmoiU i fiak« i 
Wlian I remcmhir me' ofinf WD ■ 
Full nigh out ofmyniltB 1 go. 

Inward mine herte I fde blede. 
For comfortlefle the deth I drede : 
Owe 1 nat well to have di&reJTe 
Whan filR through ther wickidneffe, 
And tfiitours, thai arne envious, 
To noien me be b cMigioaa.' 
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Ah, Bialacoil ! fbU wen 1 fe ■• -t.Is 
That thei 'hem ihape io deccTC the, ' 
To make the buxom to therlacwey '■'•'')■, 
And with tber corde the to drawe 
Where fo 'hem bft, right at ther wM} ' "> r* 
I drede the! havo th^ brought there tfU t 
Withoutin comfort thought me flaeth; < ' . 
This game would bnng me to my dcdi^ 
For if that I your gode will lefe i 

I mote be dedde, I maie not chefe. 
And if that thou feryete me 
Mine herce (hall nere in liking be, 
Nor ellifwhere findin folace : 
If I be put out of your grace. 
As it ihall nevir ben I hope, 
Than ihuldin I fall in wanhope. 

Alas, in wanhope! naie, parde, 
For I woll nere difpeirid be : 
If Hope me faile than alle am I 
Ungracious and unworthy : 
In Hope 1 woll comfortid be, 
For Love, whan he betaught her me, 
Sayid that Hope where fo I go 
Should aie be relefe to my Wo« 

But what and ihe my balls bete. 
And be to me curteis and fwete f 
She is in nothing full certain ; 
I^virs ihe put in full grcte ^am. 
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Andmakich'hemwithwotodelfes. ! .4. 

HerfaireM^dicentli&]e».-: 

For ihe woll behqte fikirly 
And £ulin tftir iittirly* 

Ah! that U a fuliooioM tHrnf^ ■• 
For numy' a lovir in lonng 44 j 

Hangeth upon hati and truftith faft, 
Whiche lefe ther trayaile at the la(L 

Of thing to commc (he wote right nought, 
Therefore if it:be wifely fought 
Her couniaile folie is to take ; 4455 

For many times whan ihe woU make 
A full gode fyllogifme, I drede - 
That aftirwarde there ihall in dede 
Fokiwe an ill conduiion 3 ^ 

This put me in confiuiion, 44 63 

For many times I have it fene 
That many have begilid bene 
For truft that thei have fet in Hope, 
Whiehe fell *hem aftirward a-flope. 

Bat natb*lefs yet gladly (he wold 4 4 65 

That he that woU him with her iu>ld 

Had all timis h^.pujpofe dere 

Withoutin deceipt \ny where ; 

That Ihe defirith^ikirly ; 

Whan I her beamed I did foly. . . 44 70 
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But what avtilith her gode wUl 
WhanihenemaleftumchtByAdaadMI >i^'i ^: 
That helpith lite that ihe maia dM» ' ■ "/ : :fl -< * 

Out take behefte unto my wo, ' ..t h: . 

And hcfid certain 10 OD wife. » * :'4M 

Without ifete is not to prdie* ' «« :. ra 1 1 

Whanhefteanddedeafondirvary '•• '••■^npi^ 
Thci doin a greti contrary : ..•..,;; ;>/ 

Thus aQi I poffid up and doooe 
With dole, thought, and conftiik>ime : ^^fi 

Of my difefe there is no nomber, 
Daungir and Shatnd me encomberi 
Dred^ alfo and Jeloiie, 
And Wickid Tongi fiill of envie, 
Of whiche the lhar|te and cmiU ire j|^j 

Full oft me put in grete martire : 
Thei have my joi^ folly let, 
Sith Bialacoil thei have beihet 
Fro me in prifon wickidiy, 

Whom I love fo entierly, 44^ 

That it wollin my band be 
But I the fonir maie him fe. 

And yet moreovir, worft-ef all, 
There* is fct to kepc, fbulc her befall! 
A rimplid vecke ferre ronne in age, 44^ 

Frouning and yel'we' in her vifhge, 
Whiche in awaite lieth daie and oighti 
That aone ^ihim male Yanc a^^V^t. 
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* 

Kow mote my fbrowe eaisrcal be } 

Fullfothe|tietbfttIkHf«yirfeme 4500 

Thre wondir yefUi.^lriegra«« 

Whkhe I have lorne now in tfais]^Bd8y 

jSkthm thei ne jMue witlibatia dtede 

Helpin but lite who talatfa hide, 

For here availithoqjBwclirhoB^, .. 4505 

And Swetd Speche hdpitfa i^jkt novght^ 

The thirde was callid Swtte tiokiog, 

^hat bow it lome without lefiog. 

Yefti» weveiMrt, but ntofor chf 
Thei helpin me but ^id^^Xtf 45 10 

BatBialacoillofidbe 

To gone at large and to be fire ; 

For him my life liMh all in dont 

Jkit if he come the rathir out* 

Alas! I trowe it woU oat bdi« 45 rj 

For how ihould I etc more him fene i 

He mate nat outj and that Is wrong, 

Bicaufe thetoiird b ib firoog : 

How fhould ho* out, or by whole prowefle. 

Out of fo ilrong a fortvcfis i 45 00 

By me certain it o*ill be doe, 

God wotu I have no wittc therto. 

But well 1 wote I watin nge 

Whan I to Love did my hodugt; 
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^H 


Whn was the cauSe {in foJhf jflotfli;) 


«-^ 


But herfclf Dune IdilnclTr, 


Whieht me conveide through fiirt pnuere 




To'entirintolhotfiireverEara? 




ShcwutobUtnimetolcvf, 




The whiche now doeth mc fnrc grerc : 


<Jj9 


A fol'iiw— de isnoojjhtto tiowe. 




Netvorch n apple for to laweg 




Menfbon' 




At prime lem 




I»a<<afi>l< 


4;» 


Through 1 . .. .hltdevcd 




Sheaccoi litnywiii 




Thilnov ^crithwondirill. 




Rcfon me fayld, Whu fliould fill 




A fole my fdf 1 male well caU. 


4H' 


That Love ifidc I hid not Ijied, 




And trowid chat Dame Rcinn Ctiei; 




Rcfon had bothflkLll and right 




Whan (he me blamed with all her might 




To medle' of Lom. that hath me flient. 


*S*i 


But tertain now 1 woll repent. 




And niould 1 repent ? niic, pards. 




A r^lletraitonrthinlhouldlbe: 




Th^- clrvir»en?lni would me lakt 





jfivie I Love would faililtt , 



Or Bialacoil filfly belraic. 

UAH)ld 1 1t niirthicf.hacc him .' niie, 

Siihc he DOW for hifcUitiCc 

Isiuprifonof JelouGc; 

CiiriiCcc'itUDdHlfacme 

So mnclie it maic niK yoldin be : 

Wh»lie the-haiep»flioinelite 

To feiffe Ihc RcJTi fnire 4nd fweie 

Should I therefore connc liini maugre? 

Naic, cmiialy, ii iliall aaC be, 

For l.ovc Qiall nevirs l**e gwle will, 

Hera of me ncthioogb wordear will 

Offence or complaiot more at leiTe 

Neiihirof HopenarliUeDtifei 

For certisit were wrong ihu I 

Halid 'hem for ther curtifie. 

ThtK is not ell but.bA«!«id.duoke). 
And TrakLo whan I fbmMt M'mkt, 

Abide in hope till Lfn tloough duumM 
Senile me f[KcOl(^t>r<>U«EW■Ket 
Eipeaaunt aie t^lfnuanttW 
To ^ttin tncrcie of llM IWetc 

Whilom 1 ihiokc how l^ve to QM 
Sayid that be would ukc M gN 
M]r fenice if unpocifBca ■. :.. 
YtauGd me to doen offtAM] 
litf^bied, In thinke I Ib^Uil take, 
And hifb idiilUr ekctbl! yniiUt 
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If VVlckidncfle ne rcvc it the, 

But, fone, I trowfi that ihtll nat be* 45 80 

Thefewerehiswordisbyaodby, ... 

It femed he lovid me troely. 

Naw is there not bat ferve him wtlc 
If that I thinke his thaake to fcle t 
My gode, mine harme, lithe "W hole in tne, 45 85 
In Love maie no de&ote ybe, 
For true Love ne failed nevir man ; 
Sothly the faute mote nedit than. 
As God forbide, be fonnde in mCi 
And how it cometh I can not fe« ^ 4 J90 

Now let it gone as it maie go» 
Wher Love woll foccoor me or flo. 
He miaie do wholly on me his wills 
I am fo fore ybounde him till ' 

!From his fervice 1 maie ^t flene, 45 95 ' 

For life and deth withoutin wene ' 
Is in his hande ; I maie nat chefe; 
He maie me doe bothe wtnoe and lefe } 
And lithe fo fore he doeth*'rae grere^ 
Yet if my lufl he would achei*e, 4600' 

To Bialacoil gode)y to be, 
I yeve no force what feu on me; 
l^orjhough I die, as I mote nede, 
I praie Love of his godelihede 
To Bialacoil doe gentilneiTe, 4^5 

For whom I live in foche iijiStrtttt 



'rliat I niDte dyin fop penaimce: 
ISur Gilt withontin rcpentaunce 
r will me caaUSi in gode entrnt. 
And make in hade my teftkmcui, 
Ai lovira doio ihit fcjiR fmcrte. 
To Bialacoi] leve I luioe herte 
AH whulc, nithuutip depafting 
Or dokibleacfleoricpenCiiift. 

Tli::s as I madin my paffage 
In complcint and in iiuillrage. 
And [ n'ut where lo Cnde a Ictbe 
Tbac.cauthr: unto miue helping ache, 
Sad:iiiily again cenim doun 
Out n! ber lourc 1 Ti we KeToun, 
Difcrcte and wire, aod full plefauni, 
And of her poilc lull avcnauni : 
The right waie^UkCEoke imto in«, 
Whichc Dode in gtete perpltxice, 
That wai polbid in every fidd, 
That I D'ill where I might thiie. 
Till Ihe, demurely bdde of cherc, 

&qi4 ^"'"^ '^ '^"'^^ "''^ > 
Mine awn£ frende, ^n ihoa agrMcd t 
How i) thit quarell yet ifJKied 
Of [.ot-ii Gde i anon pM^tcU 
Haft thou not yet of love thy fill f 




Art ihounsl wtrie'ofthyftriice 
That the hath Ere»id in foche wife? 

WhaCjaic hallcthaa in thyioiiagf 
Is ic a fwcte or bitlir thing ? 
Canft ihoa jet iheCn, let me fr- 
IVhat bed th jfuccDiic mighiin be > 

Thourer»iftafuUni)blelorcie, 
That msketh the ihfall fur Ihy rewarde, 
Whiche aie lenewlth thy tourment, 
With folic fo he hath the blent : 
Thou fdlin mifchiefthilkf dale 
Whan thou diddia, the Sotbe to faie. 
To him obeifaunce and homage : 
Thou wroiightift nothing as the fage 
Whan (hou became kill liegr man i 
lliou diddift a gretc folic than : 
Thnu wiftift na! what fell (herto, 
Wiih whatlorde tj^on haddift to doe; 
If that chou haddift him well knowe 
Thoohaddift nought be bronEht fo lowe. 
For if that chou wiile what ic were 
Thou n'oldift ferve him balfe a yen. 
No. n^C a weke nor halfe a daie, 
Neyet lu hourenithoutdcUiG: 
Ne nevir I loved paramouri, 
His lordlhip ii fo fall of Ibouni 
Knowift him ODghE, 
£.'imauot.' ye,psliM,i^«riei 



Raifoun. Naic, naie. L'imauni, Yei I. 
BaifouD. Wherefore, kl fe, 
L'^maunt. Of that he fayid I Ihoald be 
Ghd to baiTH roche a lorde a< hr. 
And niaidir of fochr fcignorie. 
Rgilbun. Knowefthimnoroore? 
L-amaimt. Naie,«rliil, 
Save that 
And wen 
And Ishndebounde in balannce: 
Lo, there a noble togniraunce ! 

R.-.;.,. 

Bill: I wnll that thou knowe him now 

Ginning and cnde. lithin thst thou 

Art fo inpiUhous and fo tnate, 

Disfiguridoutofaftate, 

There miic no wrechehave more of wo, 

Nscatifenonendurirfo; 

It were to eveiy man fitiisg 

Of htj lorde to have knewlrgtn^, 

Forif chouknenehinont ofdout 

Lightly thou Ihouldift feipiii oat 

Of thy prifoD that marrttb tkc. 

Yea, Dame, lithin my tor^ 1« be, 
' And I hh nun made with BdM honde 
I triMldi right fiine undirlipiMll 
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To knowin of what tinde he be. 
If any would enform^ me. 

I would (fay id Refon ) the lere, 
Sithe thou to lerne ha£b foche defire^ 
And fliewin the withontm fable 
A thing that is not demonftrable. 
Thou (halt knowe withoutin fcience 
And withoutin experience 
The thing that maie not knowin be, 
Ke wift ne ihewed in no degre« 
Thou maied the fothe of it not witten 
Although in the it were ywritten ; 
Thou (halt not knowin thereof more 
While thou art rulid by his lore, 
But unto him that Love will file 
The knotte maie vndofid be 
Whiche hath to the, as it is founde. 
So longe to knitte and not unbounde 3 
Now fet well thine entencion 
To here of love the difcripcion. 

Lovd it is an hateful pefe, 
A fre* acquitaunce without relefe, 
And through the fret full of falfliede 
A fikirnciTe all fet in drede ; 
la hjerte is a difperinghope. 
And full OAhopt it is wanho^«\ 
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An hcvjf burtbiu light to bcre, 
A wickid wawe awaie to wen; 
li ;« Charybd;* perilum, 
Cilagccablc and gcicioui; 
It' is dircordsEnce that can acordr. 
And acc-ordmnce nnio difcoida; 
It is coonin^r without fdcDce, 
And wilcdom \slifaout faplcnca, 
Wirte without in diftrccioti. 
Ha voire without poScfUoai 
It ii like hcle and whole GckeacSe, 
A tniftdrauoidand dronkinifle, 
Andhelthallfullordialadie, 
Andihamefullofenvie. 
And angrefull of aboundtunce. 
And a full grcdie ruSfaunce, 
Delite right full of heTineffe, 
And drerinefrfiOl of glidneffe, 
Biltir fwel<;ncire and fwcte drrour, 
Right eiritl fanHired gode ftmnr, 
A Cn that pardone hath with in oe. 
And pardnnc fpottid without flnne, 
Apainealfoiti^joious, 
And fflonie right piteous, 
Alfo a plaie that felde is (table. 
And HailtHiieft right mevaUo, 
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A flreogth weikid|»ftoiide opfi^^y*T1 a J-.twT ')jy|# 
And a febleneife full of mighty • . nl • • ;-; V ■ .w1 /, 
Wittc uAavifid, fagc f9iie, ■ ■ ■■ i:- 'i '-n ,"/ /' .-; r.f. 
And joid full of tooriqentrie^ -.'->.-.::■:.: v /-. 

A laughtir it is weping aie, ; - ; - 

Red that trairailith night and dai«^ . ^ ■ -;4|tj|^ 

Alfoafwet^helli^tti •: »^' i.'.-i';! 

Andaforowfullpara4ii^ !•■ / 

A plefaunt gaile and efie prlfonn, ■ •! *i 

AndfulloffrofUsfoqurfefouny ... . 

Prime temps full of frofli^ white, ' 1^7^ 

And Male devoide of all delite, 

With fere braund^s blofibms ungrehe^ 

And newe frui<ft filled with wintir tene; 

It is a flowe maie not forbere, 

Ragges ribanid with gold to were, . 4f$$ 

For all fo well woll IhOVC be fette 

Undirraggisasricherotchette, • 

And .eke as well by aniorettes 

In mourning blacke a$ bright burnettfcs, 

l^cr none is of fo njokill prife, 476& 

Ne no man foundin is fo wife, 

Ne no man fo high of parage, 

Ne no man founds of witte fo fage^ 

No man fo hardie ne fo wight, 

Ne no man of fo mokill might, 47^S 

None lofulfillidof bountc, • 

yVidt he with love ms^e dfiuutidbt^ 



AH the worlds holdich (his wair, 

l.Diiie makidi bU Co gone mifwaiE 

Hut il be Chei of cvill life. 

Whom Genins curCd, man >nd wift. 

Thai wrongly wcrkc a^m Natnre ; 

None foche 1 love, ne bafe no cure 

Of forhe ai Un'utannata bcD, 

And wall nit by my counfaik fieen. 

For I ne preifin that loving 

Where through man at the laft ending 

ShaU call -bf-ax wretchisfuU of wo, 

Love grevilh'liem and Ihendith fa; 

But if thou wait well Love c&hewe 

Fortoefcape ouiof his tnewe. 

And make all whole ihc forowe Qaki;, 

No bcttlr CDUnfaile maicfl thou take 

Than thinke to Bein well i-wia, 

Uaie nought hclpe els, for nit thou thii, 

Ifihouaicititfhillflijthe, 

Folnwc'itandfolowcnlhajl it the. 

Vamai.nl. 
Whan I hid heridRdbn fuD^ : 
WHiche had yipilther ff nchc is vun. 

Dame, ((kyid i) I darcWeUUe 

Of thii avaunt ids well I miie. 
That froQ^^Dt' fchole lb dMiMmt '■ ■ 
Iam,thateercthciiioreavwi]t . . . 
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It ii To writtin in niy ihou 
AjiiI dcpe grkvia il isfotcnqer, 
Th.ii all mine hene 1 esn k rco 
And rede itoitrcommuncly, 
Sut to my rdflewdia ani I, 



48ej 



But fnhc ye love dlCmtin fo. 

And bckc and prcife it boitie two, 

Dtlinlth it into tkia letter, 

That 1 mue thiolti; on it the better. 

For [ iictd aevli df fined here, 48tO 

AulI wilfully I would it Icie. 

Rairiiun. If laiebcrcnbidwcUimilfDDglit, 

It i.H a fickencffe of the thought, 

Aimtiid and knedde betwiic twtine, 

WLJL-h mole and fetnile Wali o cheine 4Elf 

So froHc bindeth, ihat tliei D'iil twinne 

■^Vhl;di^ [hereof thei lefo or vkne ! 

'rlic rote fpriogith thnsgh bote brtnniiig 

111 to (lirordinaiedeCring 



For lo kiHin and tn enbrace, 

/\ndat ihcr lull them tofolace ; 

Of othir thing Ldtc tttchith nnught. 

But fettith thcr herts and all thtr tliought 

More fur iher delf ifticiouQ 

1'han any procrcaciouii 

orolhcr ftuifl hy engnndrure, 

Whiche iuve to tlod is nit plefure, 

For of ihct bodif fruide lo get 

Thci ye»e no forct, thcl are fo fet 

Upondelite Caplaie in fere; 

And Come have alfo Ihjs maneie 

Tn Ititiia 'hem foe love fcke; 

Soihe ton I prcife oot at a ieke, 

For paramours thei doc but fjine. 

To lorin truely the! difdainc ; 

Thei falCn Udiei traiEoxiHlr, 

ADdfwerne'hemothisutiirly, 

Vith many' a lefing, many' afabkr 

And all thei findln difccivable. 

And whan thci hui iher lull ygellcn 
Tlie hole ernes thei all forjeiten; 
Woiuen the harme byiu full fore ; 
But meirlhii [hinkiu niimore. 
The lafle hamie», fo mote I the. 
Difceive (hem than difretvid be, 
Aod namily where thci ne maic 
t'indin none otiiir mcni: ne waic, 
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I'or I wotc well in fothfaftnefle, 

That who doeth now bis bufineflb 

^Vith any woman for to dele- 

Per any luft that he maie felc, 

I3ut if it be for cngcndrurc 

He docth trefpaflc I you enfurej 

Tor he (huuld fcttin all his will 

To j]^ettcn a likely thing him till, 

And to fullain, if that he might, 

And kcpin forth by kind'is right 

His oivne likcncffc and fcniblable; 

For bicaufe all' is corrumpable, 

And failln fhouM fucccflioun, 

Ne were there generacioun, 

Our fetSt'is ftrcnc for to favc, 

Whan fadre' or mothir^rne in grave 

'I'her childrin fliulde whan they ben dede 

Vull diligent ben in ther ftcde 

To ufe that worke on fochc a wife 

'I'hat one maie through an othir rife ; 

Therefore fct kindc therein delite, 

For men therein Ihould 'hem dtlite. 

And of that dcdc be not erke, 

])ut ofic fuhis haunt that werke, 

For none would drawe thereof a draught 

Ne were delite whiche hath him caught ; 

This had fubtill Dame Nature, * 

2'^or ncDC gocth righl I the cuCure^ 




tJehilhcntlen whole ncparfilc, 

further dcCrc is fur dcliCE, 

Thi whithe forteoid o-Bfe. Rnd eke 

The plaic o.' Io»e, for oft Ihd feke 

Anil Ihr^l 'hem fclf, thci be To akt, 

'Unco the priace of everf vice, 

TDrefechefiiineit iilhc rnle 

UnlefuU iatt, though it be fate, 

AndoEiUcvillthc racine, 

Ai TnUian can dicertnin:, 

Whkhe in hii time wisful! fagci 

lnatiabcwliLthehe oiaileDfage. 

Where thai more he ypnidth Elrk| 

Though he be croLid tnd unwcide, 

And more orcofflmendacJoUn 

Thau Vouth ill his dilijripcioiin ( 

For youth fet bothj m*n and w>{« ' - 

Inallperillofrouleandiirt, 

And peril! i$,bBt man here ertcQ, ■ 

Thcpcrill of youth for to pita 

Wirhoui aoj- detJl or diflreffc, 

hitfofulUFnildeo^Be, 

So ofi it doeth (hame and dolttag^ 

To him or unto his linage. 

It leditli mao now up now doun, 

InmokilldilTnludDun, 

And makcch him liivc ill com panic, 

Aod Icde hit life difrulitie, 
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Wiihi 
He chiw 
And yalt 
ToUvini 
And lefidi freu. 
Thai 



Ifiii^re he make bii maiiCon, 

For Co abide profcfTiDii ; 

Though fora time hi* heneablent 

][ maie not faile he fliiU rcpecl, 

AndelteafaidiDOiilk^daie 

To lenc' hi« abite and gon his waic. 

And lefnh hit worlhlp and hii name, 

But all hii life he d«th fo [Jiourne, 
Bicaufc he dare not home retoHim:, 
Fredome of klnde fo luA bath tie 
Thai neif 



iridbe, 



Eui that if God him graunlin giace 
That he maie, er he jicnnii pace, 
Conicin undir obedienni. 
Through the TCrtue of paciineei 
For youth fet mia in all folic, 
Inunthrifcatidinribaiidrie, 
I.ilccherieandinout.aKE. 
So oft it Ji»onplh o{ wrag|t-. 



Voalh giiinitli ofl fochc a bargain 

That mHicnoccDdniihoutin pain : 

In grttc perill ii fct Youih'hcde, 

IletirefodiKthhisbrulillUile: A03S 

Delitc thit hangilh, drede riic ooaglic, 

Boihe niaDn'isbodie and bi« thought ; 

Onlly through yalilh'is ebambwe, 

Thar to docn ill k culloiliere, 

Aoi of naught ellitlabkh:lied3 4940 

Butoadyiblltijfortolcds 

Into difprn and nildencDc 

So froward is it FroTii ddntSe, 

But tide ydrawith'hem therfro-; 

Who wotc it not he fliaie well go, 49U 

And mo of 'hom that now arnc old. 

That whilom youth yhadin hold, 

IVhiche yet remeinbrt'of tendit age 

How it 'hem brought in Biany' a rage. 

And many' afulictharin wrought, '495^ 

But now that tide haih 'beni through fdnglit 

Thd repent 'hem of therlahe 

That youth 'hem put in jeopardic, 

In pcrlil and in ciokDl woe, 

And made 'hemoftamifle to doc, 4955 

And fcwln ctill conipania 

And riot and advniitcrie. 



lS6 THE HOMAVNT OF THt KOIBi 

But Eldc gan againe reftraine 

Irom fuche foly and refraine. 

And fc't men by her ordinaunce 4960 

In gode rule and in govermunce ; 

But ill (he fpeadith her fervife, 

For no man wol her love ne preife; 

She is hatid, this wote I wele, 

Her acqueintannce would no man fele, 49^S 

Ne han of £Ide companie, 

Men hate to be of her alie. 

For no man wold becomin olde, 

Nc die whan he is yonge and boMc ; 

And Eldc mervailjth right gretely 4970 

A\'han thci rcmertibre 'hem inwardly 

Of many' a perillous emprife 

Whiche that thei wrought in fondry wife, 

How evir thci might without blame 

lifcape awaie withoutin fhame, ^^yj 

In youth without any domage, 

Without rcprefc of ther linage, 

I.ofTc of mcmbre, fhcding of blode, 

Pcrill of deth, or loflc of gode. 

Wotift thou nat where Youth abit, ^^Jo 

Thiit men fo prcifin in thcr wit? 

AN'ith Dclitc fhc yhaltc fojour, 

T'T both thci dwcUin in o tour ! 
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Her fervice while that flie mme iiw. 

Where Eldc abitce I wol the tell 
Shortily, and b« while jdwcUe. 
For ihidir beLoielh the to go, 
. YrDethinyouibctheninaD; 
Of lliii joutuey tfaou maide not liile. 
Wilh her Labour and eke Travaile 
Lodgidbrn, with Somwatid Wo, 
That neTir out of her court go, 
Paine aod DiUrelTe, Si^kenclTc and Ire, 
AndNfclao'culy, (hat angry &re, 
StntofherpaleisfenatoiiTi, 
Groningand gtulchiDghnherbegeoora; 
The day and night her to tourment 
With cruitl Dcth (hei herprefent. 
And tell in her erliche and late 
lliu Death flondeiharmid at her gate; 
1'iiin bring thci to her remembraunce 
Tht foly dedesDf her enfanncc, 
Whiche caufm her to mourne in wo 
That youili hath her begilid fo, 
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Whiche fodainly iwaie ii hftftcd; . ' : .: *. 7 :: ' . ^ 

She wq»ed the time that fli0 bath imftody. . 

Complaining of the fKfieriQs . .' "^ ' 

And the prefent, that oat abitte, ' jA(|, 

Andofheroldd vanite, . 

That but aforae her flie mak fe - - > ^ 

In the fature fome finale focoue > 

Tolegginherofhcrdobure, > 

To graunt her time of rcpentaunce, 5OSO 

For her iinnis to do penaimce, 

And at the laft fo her goveme, 

To winne the joye that it eteme, 

Fro whiche go backwarde youth her made, 

I n vanite to drowtie and wade ; 3OS5 

For prefent time abidith nought, 

It is more fwifte than any thought ; 

So litill while it doth endure 

That there ne is compte nc mefure. 

But how that evir the game go, 5030 

Who lift love joye and mirth alfo 

Of love, be it or he or (he. 

Or hie or lowe, who fo it be, 

Tn frute thei ihouldin*hem delite, 

Ther parte thei maie not ellis quite, JO35 

To fave *hem felf in honefte; 

And yet full many one I fe 

Ot women, fothly for to faine. 
That dcHvln and wouUin iaint . 



TlicpIaieoflovc.lhiiibcro'Wiide, JO40 

And not ciiveite te go wilh childe ; 

And if with childe thei be pcrchiunce, 

Thd wol it holdc a ^rcte milchiuiice ; 

But nhat So enr wa theifele 

Thci wol not plainin, but concde, JC4 j 

But it be any foU or nice, 

hiwhome that Ihamc hath no jollice; 

Foe ta deUte echonc the! driwe 

That haunt tliis workc, both hie and lawc, 

Stve fuche thai arnf worth right nought:, JOJO 

That for DiDDcy wol be ybought; 

S'uche tove I pieifm in no wife 

■Whin it is given for co»etire; 

I pftife no wom^n, though flic' Uwode, 

Thai ycveth hcrftlfc for «ny gode, JOJ5 

ForliCill Diotild a man ytelle 

Of her that nil her body feJIe, 

Be (he a luaide or be flie wife, 

That qnickc wo) felle her by her lift. 

How faire chere that e^ir She make, jcfo 

That love fuche one, for fwete or foure. 

Though Aie him called her paramoure. 

And laugheth on him, and roalietb him feft. 

For certainly no fuchc bell Jo6j 

To he lovid is nat worthy. 

Or beiin the name of Dtury ; 
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None {hottld her plcfe, but he wcf wode» 

That wol difpoile him of his gode : 

Yet nathelefic t wol not faie 

That flic for folace and for plaio 

Male a jewil or othir thing: 

Take of her loy'is fre yeving^, 

But that ihe afke it in no 'wffe 

For drede of ihame or corctife; 

And ihe of hers maie him certaine 

Without fclanndir yevin againe, 

And joyne ther hertet togidir fo 

In love, and take and yevc alfo : 

Trowe nat that I wollin 'hem twinnc 

Whan in ther love there is no finne ; 

I wol that thei togidir go, 

And doQc al that thei han ado, 

As Curtis ihculd and dehonaire, 

And in ther love bcrin 'hem fairc 

Withoutin vice, both he and Ihe, 

So that alwaie in honcilc 

Fro folly I.ove to kepe 'hem dero, 

That brennith iicrtis with hi< fere. 

And that ther love in any wile 

Be devoide of all covetife. 

<>ode lovd ihoald engendrid be 

Of trcwe hert, jufte and fecre, 

And not of fuche as fet ther thought 

To have ther luft and elUs nought. 
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Sd are thd caught ipL6^*is lactt ■ ■ 

TrewIyforbodU^^iblftce; . i ••-:■■ 

Fleihely dclite 16 fo prefetit 

With the, that let al thioeemeat .*; 

Withoutin more, what fiioiild I gU>ic ? 5 1 CO 

For to gettin and have tlie Rofie^ . 

Whiehe makith the lb male and vmdm 

That thou deiireft nonfi ofth^c gade. : 

But thou art not an inche the nern^ . . . 

But evre' abided in folToae* and werre, ■ jicj 

As in thy face it is yfene; - . . 

It makith die bothe.pak and kne; 

Thy mighty ^y Vertue, gothe awaie^ 

A fory geft in gode faie 

Thou harborifl than in thine inne , 5 1 1 o 

The god of Loye whi n thon kt iont ; 

Wherfore I rede thon Aette him ottte» 

Or he ihal greve the4>ttt of doote. 

For to thy profite it.wbi turne. 

If he no more with the ibjoumd. • > 5 1 15 

In grete raifchefe and forow ibnkenr 

Ben hertis that of love.arne drouken, . 

As thou peraventure knowen filaU 

Whan thoB haft loft (hy time aU, 

And fpent thy thought in idilncfie, 5x39 

tn wafte, and wbfui laftioefle. 

Yf thou maift live tltf time to fe 

Of lave for to delivered be 



Thy lime thou Ihilt bewepe fore, 

ThL- whiche uesir thou maia reftore. 

For time jlo&,a>niciinarIh,.ir ,:-.--C.:b . 

Fornothiagmayreancredbel' ^.: ir.rlt .i.i 

Acdiftbonrc^jctuUwUla:''' ' ^ -n.'ii. 

Fio LoTc thit hub tbtfb £yte -> ::■ 

Yknitte and bosndin in hii laeay 

Certaine I halde it but ■ gtacei ~ .:. '. - 

For mali70De,»iti>ieii]e, 

Han lo&e uu^ ^wnt alTo ID (dDr- 

In his femicc nittioat locour 

Tioij aod foulc, godc lod trribiv. 

And wilte tad l^renglh, and eke richeb. 

Of whiche thei had ncTir rcdre£c. 

, L'aaat. 
Thus (aught asd precliidhuh RdoD, 
Dul Love ffpikehalh her fcmuio. 
That waa fo impid in mj' thonfhl 
That her daSrine [ fet at ttcmght, 
And yet DC faidc Ihe neire' a dele 
That 1 ne undciltode it nrek 
Wordj byword; the matir alii 
Bur uDlo Lo«e I vratlo thrall, ' 
WhichecallithoviraUhis prue, 
tie chiiGth fo my thau^tii aie. 
And hnldeth mine herte undir hit felo 
Aa tcully'awltmreuaiiyftcle. 




tlafeft hoi- lore; 
e grcvjd.iimntijr f( 



Ui ysBT.lfacae, 

nedia fay.irilii mode, -' 

oidiu Lo*e ffr»ie 
i< a Gnrul jHnuhe, 
£ that icu£e{i:i ' 

uftUoveocfaiae, . -\ 

sTEit wot in^revre, 
irccliing fcniitli me, 
thing ne praifiili ihe ; 
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That predkidi mcalJij linaifi -^'i w »ilf ni i..b*ti .»>{ 
Ne (hoald not Lov*b ImrfoiAt i^ir . aob.^ ?■-:;/ 1 10 
He were i f(de woslde jtetitliBMP0|fn(;i! an istru ( 
InfpechetKiyelianiBeini^^' Xi urot^L^^ ^-^fltt 
AnDthirloTCthatloioiveBitiAnqpa^'n't urli ix\ r>..^T 
Whiche I bi¥e herde yon ndt n^Mivifk -^ rr uwiliaH 
To love eche othir, I17 jmtUtm^i' - ;^ am : :! . -idi uH 
If ye would dcfinin it me, 

I wouldin ^adlj here, to is'i ■ •<* -■ i 1 )■{«' m- . y^ 
At the left if I mowin lere - ' V'^' 
Offondiylovittheinanercj - . ^' 



' :i4 " ■ i 



Ccrtis, frende, a grete fole«rttiioay - 

Whan that thou nothing wok alow . • - 

Whiche that I for thy prefite faie ; • 5!^ 

Yet ^ol I faie the piore in £uey 

For I am rcdy at the left 

To accompliihin thy requeft; 

But I n*ot where it wol asdle ; 

In valne perav^entare I travaile* jl^5 

Love there is in fondrie wife,- 
Right as I fliall the here ddviie. 

For fome love leftil is aod gode, 
I mene not that whiqhe maketh the wode. 
And bringith the in.many*! fitte, jlOO 

A nd raviflieth fro the al thy. witte, 



It 18 lb nnrvdJoiis and qot&t } ' 
With fiidie love be no moM «qiieiiit» 
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Xiove of fircndflii^pMiibUNM It 

Whichc makith no min deo amisy 5205 

Of wiUeylmitte botvijbtm two^ 

That wol not brekefur-weknewoy 

li¥faiche k>ng ii likdytoxontttne^ . 

Wh^n wil and godei-bea in conmn i ne » : 

Groimdid by Qodd'ia oriinaonfe, '• ' j2io 

All whole withontin diicorda«nce, 

With them yhoiding oiminaBnr^, :: -^ 

Qf a| ther gode in charlte^ 

That there be none escepdoon ' . 

Throaghchaungingofententioont 5115 

That eche helpe othir at ther nede, ' 

And wifely hefe both wbrde and dede» 

Trewe of mening, dsToide of floothe^ -. 

For wit is nosght withoutin troatfae»- . 

So that the t*ooe dare all hit thought 5220 

Saine to his frende, and tpunn nought^ 

As to him felfe, without dreding 

To be difcoveredrfay wreying. 

For glad is that coi^undioan 

Whan there is none fofpedioan St2S 

Betwittin *hem whome thei w'dd pravty .. 

That trewe and perfite weren in love; 
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BMifbe 

TliitFi 

Bot tint hb frcade ahnyl lAfeJq^fc!! tits ni 

9otbeporeiiidr^kcm«aBiiHl%'! djlitr 

For if his frcode thrqogh lAi^^Mvi =**::?'* 

Wol coin{daiiie pf hupartots:. : ^:!ne ?r r 

He fhoM not bide lb kng.tttlid :d:: ? : :^nol 

Of ills hclpinf^odi him nqniio^ . . ■>« U-*^ 

ftorgodedededonetfaoran^fcltyM . 

Is folde and bought to dsrairHris! .. 

To hert that of grete Taiore ii» 

For hert fulfilled of gentllociTc .: ■ • ' 

Can cvill demene his diCtxeSt ;..... J . 

And.man that worthy is of oamo ■. 

To aikin of tin hath grctc ihain«. 

A gode ma9 brto&ith in his tfaod^t- ' 
For ihame wh^n that he aikith ODgfat ; 
He hath grete thooght, and df edith aie 
For his difefe whim he ihai (iraie 
His frende lef^ that he wamid be 
Till he preve his (l^bilite ;' ' - ■ 
But whan that he hath fonndin one 
That tniily is and trewe as fione. 
And hath afifayid hina at all« 
And founds him ilbdfaft as a wall. 
And of hisfrendihippe be certaiiie» 
lie Jhal him fiittrc bothe joie and patne. 






W ft »omai;mt of ih* noil, 

And all that he dare tliiokt oi Silt, 
Iff ithoutin (baroc, aa he well maic. 
For how Ihould be aSbaaiid be 
Qffutbejnonewlioldethe? 
For whao he wot bii fccrec thought 
The third Ihall know ihcrof light nought, 
lor twey in nombre' is bet than tbie 
DuaTaile andfecre: 
le drediih ucirc' a dele 
Who thht befet hit wordis wele. 
For every wife man out of drcde 
Can Lcpc hii long till he fe nede. 

And h\xi can nut holde ther tonge; 
A fol'is belle ii fone ytooge ; 
Tec IbaU a Iiewe frende doin more 
To helpe hit felcnve of hit tatt, 
And locotir him whu hehuliDeila 
In all that he may dose in dede. 
And gladdir that he him pleGtb 
Than hii fclowc that he cQtb : 
And if he do nacbiirequcft 
He fiul as mochit him molcfl 
A* bii fclowe, bicinfe that he 
Miie not fulfill hiiYolimte 
AH folly u he hath rcqnircd. 
If both the hcrtii X.oyc hath fired 
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GEOFFREY CHAUCER. 
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CONFAIMING HIS 

MISCELLANEOUS PIECES, viz. 

THE ROMAUNT OF THE ROSE, 
TROILUS AND CRESEIDE. 

'— "^^— '— ^^^'-^^ •• ' " — 

But aathele* ceruia 
I caa ri^t nam ao thrifly Tale £aia« 
• BtttCBAUC£K,(ttiouglibecaabatlevedl7 
Oa metres aad ua rimiag crafHly ) 
Hadi fafd &em ia fwiche £ag!lilh as he caa 
Of olde time, as kaowcth maay a maa } 
Aad if he have not &yd betn, leve brother, 

ta o book, he bath fayd hem in another—— 
(Tbo fo t bat wol bis latnie Volome feke. TALUS, ver. 446 5. 

Dan CHAUCKR, weH of Ens^fh uadeftl'd, 
Ob Fame's eternal bead-roll worthy to be Ai'd^— 
Old Dan Geffrey, In whofeflentlerpright 
The pure well-head of poetry did d well — - 
Me whilft he lived was the fuverai^e head 
Offhepherdsall SPENSER. 

Old CHAUCER, Hke the moraiagftar. 
To us difcoveri day from far ; 
Uis light thofe mlfts and clouds diffolv'd 
V^icb our dark nation long invtrfv'd } 
But he defcending to the (hades 
Itarkaeft again the age invades. DENHAM. 

CHAUCER, him who lira with harmony inform'd 
The laaguageuf our fathers — His legends blithe 
lie fang of love or knighthood, or the wiles 
Of humely life,thro' each cftaie and age 
I'he fa<hiotts and the follies of the world 
With cunning hand portTaying->.— 
Him who in times-—— 
Dark and untaught began with charming verfe 
To Ume the rudenefs of his native land. ARENSTDE. 
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The t'olhir fiilit blent snd (Kcndclli, 
An oihir loie alio there ii 

'{'tint ii cOtUiiry DMO tixit, 

WNich Uefire ii" h cmtirtiM 

']-h4titne»buI»>IH.il..ld; 

^way fro trouth it doth fo varie 

T hit to gode low it 1* conirarJE, 

fcr il maymith in nianjr wife 

t;ikthrrt»»nI>covctirei 

All in winoing and in pcufite 

Suclje loveyfettithhijdelite: , :,,-,:. 

ThisloTc IbhaDgithia balaunce,' | 

ThatiritlcTehiihopcparchauiKe- .,, ; 

Of iDcrethathe'itrctupon ,. ;;~: 

it woflfailinaiid qucncheapoii, -.j -.u': 

Tor no man muc be atnoroui, 

Ne in h!s living vertuou*, 

But if he lovin mnrc in mode , 

Men tqr 'hero fclfe than for (her|[od«-j 

For lovethacprofilcdothibide 

h'laUV, and bidith not nn tid( : 

SochelovecnmithofDamerartuoe, ; 

Thitlililnhilewollcontune, . - 

For it fhall chaungin wondir fitnei 

And take edipa a; doth (be ifioDC, 

Whan that (he i' from ut yleC ' 

Tbroogh erth, thatbuviiMiDutc^ 
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Thefonneindher, asitmayfUl, . 5340 

Be it in partie or in all : 

The ihadowe makith her bemes teneAot 

And her homis to ihewin dorkc 

That part where (he hath loft her li^( 

Of Phebus fully and the iight» 5 3 45 

Till whan the ihadowe' is oiir pafte 

She* 18 enlumined agein as fiUbe 

Throueh the brightnes of the foDne hemefi 

l^hat yevith to* her againe her lemet : 

That loTe is right of fuche natuce^ 5 350 

Now is it &ire and now obfqare, 

Now bright, now clipfy of manere^ 

And whilom dimroe and whilom dere. 

As fone as poverte ginnith take, 

With mantil and with wedis blake ssss 

Hidith of love the light away. 

That into night it tournith day. 

It may not fein Richeife ihine 

Till that the blacke ihadowis fine, 

For whan that Richefife ihinith bright 5360 

liOvc recovereth ayen hisUghtt 

And whan it failitb he wol flit» 

And as (he greveth fo grevith it. 

Of this love herith what I faie f 
The riche men are ylovid ale* si^S 

And namely tho that fparandc beiie, 
That wol not waihc thcr hetth cViei)!^ 



Oflteathcnorofthevi™ 
Of grcdy brcnning aiarice. 

The lichc min f ul ioaiSe it i-wh 
Thai wcnith (hat he lorid'ii i 
If ihac his hcrl it nuideiflnde 
It isDot he 1 it i> hia godc : 
He may wel wetio in his rhoaght 
Hi! gode it loved and he tight nouglit ; 
Far if h; be a aigarde ckc 
Men wol not ftt by hini a !^kc, 
fiat batin him, thitia ihc lulhe. 
Lo irhat profile hi) catil dothe I 
Of every man that may him fe 
It getteth him nought but enmite, 
But he amende him of that vice. 
And know himfelfe he ii not wife. 

Certit he Ihoutdaie frcndly be 
To get bim lose, alfo ben fre. 
Or e]>he isnotwifenefagc, 
No moreihaa isa^ote ramage. - 
tTbat he not loWttl hii dede proveth, 
Whan he hi) richclTe fo weU tomnli 
That he wol hide it aie «Dd fparet ' .. 
Hitpor^rrenditrenefurfare, - - 
Tu kepin aie hia iUpHTpofe, 
Tili thit for d«dc hii eyin dofe. 
And til a wickid detfe him take 
Him tad Icfii s ftmdie IhaVie, 
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And let al* his limmed a fondlt:' riT<« - •. " 

Than leve his richeife in hit Ityfl t ' ' 

He thinketh to part }t with ao liuui t ^ . ! i 

Certain do love is in him thail^:^ . . 

ForhowfhouldlQvewithiBhitebe-. .. 54CO 

Whan in his h^rt is no pite. f . 

That he trefpafiUi 5(KeU I H¥ate« 

for eche man knowith bii ^ate^ 

For wel him ought to be wj proT e d ■ > 

That lovith nought ne is not ]DvecU. 540^ 

Bab fithe we arne to Fortiine caauan^ 
And hath our fermon o£her ooinen^ 
A wondir will I tell the now^ 
Thou herdiftoere fuche one I. trow; ' . 
1 n*ot where thou me levin ihall, 541^ 

Although fothfaftencfle it be all. 
As it is wrictin, and is fothe. 
That unto men more profitedothe . 
The frowarde fortune and contrairo 
Than doth the fot^ and dcbonalre ; 54I5 

And if the thinke it is doutable. 
It is- through argument provable, . 
For Fortune debonaire and fofte 
Yfaliith and begilith ofte. 

For liche a mothir (he can cheriflie, 54^0 

And milkin as dothe a norice» . 
And of her godc toiiim ydekiy 
And ye veth 'hem, parte of her Jowtltt^ • 
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Vithgntsrichi0uiddigiiitc» ■ '■'■:*'-l'U.i 

AndlMiiiiliehotetli-ibbilitB : )^;:-«**^ 

Inaftatetliati«aoduii|;fiiUe» ,-:-'j3.'' 

Bntchamigiiigaieaiidtariifale, - '••■■.ri- 

Ai|d£edith'heiii:itithglQrfveiBey : - 

And worldelj bliffe nothing ccftebie r 

Whan flic liem fcttitl^ <» 1\^ wU* .:■ • 

Than wenin thet to be right wdCy ■' 

And in fo ftable fUte withall 

That nevir thei wene £Dr to £dl; 

And whan thd fettc fo high to be • ' 

Thei wene to have in certainte - • . 

Of hcrtly frendis to grete nombre, 

That nothing might ther (late encombre $ 

Thei truft *hem fo on every fide, 

Wening with *hem thei would abide 

In every perill and mifchaunce 

Withoutiu chaunce or variaunce 

Bothe of catil and of gode, 

Apd alfo for to fpende ther blode. 

And al ther membris for to fpill» 

Onily to fulfill ther will: 

Thei maken it whole in many wife, 

And hotin 'hem ther full fervice, 

How fore fo that it do *hem fmerte 

Into ther very nakid flierte; 

Herte and hande alfo whole thei give, 

for all the ti^9 that thei may live, 



So tint with this Cher flatiry 

Thei makin (bUs gtaiiHe 

Oncly ottbir word is fpelting-. 

And hin chcre of a rejayling. 

Anil trow'hcm as the ETingile; 

And it is al fallhede and gile, 

A* thei (hal ircerwardii fe ; 

Whan thei »rne fal in poverte. 

And brn ofgoAe and catil laxe. 

Than Ihould the! (cat who frctidis ware, 

For of an hijndrid ccilainly, 

Nor of a thoufandc fullcarHy, 

He fhaH thei Gnde unnelhis one 

For thus ForninE that I pf tell, 
WichmcD whan that her IuH to dwell,- iitt 
Makelh'hem to Icfe chcr coniraunce, v 
And norifhcth'hem in ignorauncc. 

But frowarde Fortune and pervcrff , 
Wliin high eflates (he dolh reverfe, 
Andmakith'hem to toiitnbte doune 
or her whele with a rndaine toutue. 
And from (her richiiQe dothe'hemSe, 
And plongith 'hem in poverte. 
Am ftepmothic cnvioui. 
And Uieth a plaillir dolorous 
Unto thcr hertiswoundid egre, ... , 

M'hichc 19 not tempered with vinegfo» ..; =■ 
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Bot with poverte' and ituNfCBoe^''* 'f^sdnw 
For to flicwc by experieoce ■ ; • .-ycl r r rf-^ 

That ihe is Fortune verUlo,- 'v .!'i^w-.j*;j"^ 
Inwl^omnomanneihoiildiS^ . '^^r- {4,1 
Nor in her yeftis haveilKnice» - •■'•''*■ 
Sheisfofalofvariaunce.' '* 

Thus can (he makin hie ithd lelM, ^: •' <" 
Whan thci from riche&athi throMy' •* - ^-^ ' 
FuUy to knowin without wcite ' ' ' 
Frende of afifq Ae and frende of chere; 
And whiche in love weren traw tfnd ililbl^y 
And whichc alfo weren variable, 
Aftir Fortune ther goddeffe, 
In poyerte', cithir in richeffe, 
For all that ycveth here out of drede » 

Unhappe yberith it in dede. 
For Infortund Ictte not one 
Of frendis whan Fortune is gone, 
Imene tho frendis that woll fle 
Anone as cntrith poverte ; 
And yet thei wol not levc *bcm fo, 
But in eche place where that thci go 
Thei callin 'hem wretche, fcorne, and blaih^; 
And of thcr miihappc*hem diffame, 
And namely fuchc as in richeffe 
Pretendith moflc of llablenelTe, 
Whan that they fawc *hcm fet on lofte. 
And weiin of 'heiQ fucoured ofce, 

S 
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And molle iholpe in ail ther nede, 

But now thci take nomanir hede, 

But feine in voice of flatiric 5 5 10 

That now appereth ther fblie 

O vir al wher fo that thei fare. 

And flnge. Go, farewel, Feldelare. 

All^ fuche frendis I befhrewe. 
For of tr ewe frendes there be to fewe, S5^S 

But fothfaft frendes, what fo betide. 
In every fortune wollen abide; 
Thei ban ther Jiertes in fuche noblefie 
l^hat thei n*il love for no richefie. 
Nor for that Fortune may *hem fende 55 20 

I'hei wollen *hem focour and defende. 
And chaungin for fofte ne for fore ; 
For who hift frende loveth evirmore. 
Though men drawe fwerdis him to flo, 
Thei may not hewe ther love a two ; 55^5 

But if in cafe that I ihall fay, 
For pride and ire Icfc it he may. 
And for reprove by nicete. 
And difcovering of privite 

"With tongd wounding, as felon, S5 3^ 

Through venemousdetraccion. 

Frende in this cafe wol gon his way, 
For nothing greve him more ne may. 
And for nought ellis wol he fle 
If he love in ftabilke : ^^'^'S 

ro/u^^ nil. ^ 
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And CCT t im c he n wcB.Di|fMB ' • ']■ s^'^^. 

Among a thonftadc dwt iirictfc w|i . ^.or 

Far tlicre ne may be no ffitlKft , 

Ayenft lirendfliip < 

For ic ne may lb high 

As may the valoure, fothc to 1 

Of him that lovith trewe and wclfo 

Freodihip is mote than 11 cateU, . 

For frende in coorcc ate bettir m 

I'haD peny is in porfe certii. 

And than is Fortune mifhapingv 

Whan upon men (he ia (abliog 

Thorough midarniag of her chaoner^ 

And cailith 'hem out of balanoce. 

She maketh through her adTerfite 
Men ful and clerly for to fe 
Him that is frcnde in exigence 
From him that is by apparence. 
For infortune makith anone 
To know thy frendis fro thy fone 
By experience right as it is. 
The y\ hichc is more to pratfe i-wit 
Than in muche richtfi; and trefour, 
For more depe profite and valour 
Povertc', and fuche adverfite 
Before, than doeth profperite. 
For that one yevith conifaunce, 
uiijd £ uthif gcvith ignorauncj. 



And trcwc alio, wfeic wiy they fare ; 
Focivhaahe vruinKUricheli: 
Thefe frendii ful of douhloicfie 
Offiiid him in many nife 
Ther herte ind body, and fcnrite. 
Whit would he Ihcaliave you tu' have lu>< 
To luiowin opioly ther thfwylit, 
Thit he now halh fo clerely Telle ! 
The Uffc hefiled he DioUld have bene 
And he had than pcmcvjdit, 
Bui RichcfTc n'olde qui let him wit ; 
Wc! more avuioEage dcelli h^oi than, 
6ithe that it mafcethhimawifenvm, 
The great aalAeie ihat he pereeveih 
Thin doElh lichefie, Ihatiiimilecevcih: 
Richeffe riche ne ymakitb nought 
Him that nn (rtfour fttlc hie ihouglu. 
For richclTe Home in fiiffiljnnct, 
And nothing AoDte in habonnAwnce, 
For fuSfaunce all onily 
Mikith menne to live richily. 




id in the lOipiig dndttUe, 

id rcnccTc morclutbcfada 

rto rncreleuulnilMkflB, 

r [0 augment ud nnltipljr ; 

id thoDgli on hepc t that tie hitn hy. 



^(Tcih uDio hii gnduwllc; 
But Fhe pore roan tbit rctduth BOO^ 
SivF uf hit liTctadc ID hii thought, 
Vl',]i;he [hat he ^ttcth with fail tnvule, 
lli^dicdith nought ihaliiAall faile, 
'I hi'ii^-hhchavcliltic woild'itgode, 
Mii^iiid driukt, and tCe fode, 
I'lmn hiitmulc and living, 
Aitii alfo ruffiTumt clatbing. 
Or [fin GcLencfTe thai he faU, 
, \ "J ]aihi mete and driuke wilhall, 
I hr'u^h he have doi Ml mftc to buie, 
H.- Ih^ll helhioke him haflil7 
'!'<' put him outof alldsungere, 
*' lijiiic ofaictt hath no milltre, 



Or that he maie with little eke 

Be foundiB while that he is feke, 

Or that men Ihall hinh heme in hafte 5620 

To live till his fickeneife be ptfte 

Unto fome maifondewe bifidet 

He caile nought what ihall him betide ; 

He thinkith nought that evre'he flitiU 

Into any iickencflc yfall. 5625 

And though it fall, as it mate bet 

That all betime fparin fliall he 

As mokill as ihall to* him fuffice 

While he is ficke in any wife. 

He doith for that he woH be 3630 

Contentid with his poverte 

Withoutin nede of any man : 

So moche in little have he can 

He is apaide with bis fortane. 

And for he n*ill be importune 5 635 

Unto no wight ne onerousi 

Nor of ther godelTe covetous. 

Therefore he fparcth, it maie well ben, 

His pore dilate for to fuilene. 

Or if him lufte not for t<> fptrt, s ^4^ 

But fuffrith forthe as nat yet ware^ 
At lade it happeneth, as it male, 
All right unco his laft^ dai<, 
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And take the worlde as it would lie; 
For cvir in heite thinkith he 
The fonir that Deth him yflo - 
To paradife the fonir gd 
He (hall, there for to live in bliffit 
Where that he Ihall do godis mifle s 
Thidir he hopeih God (hall hiai fefidc 
Altir this wretchid liT'is ende. 
Pythagoras himfelf reherfes, 
In a boke that The Goldtn Verfes 
Is deped, for the nobilite 
Of the honorable dite, 

Than whan thou goeil thy body fro 
Fre in the ayre thou (halt up go, 
And levin all hamanite. 
And purely live in diete. 
He is a fole writhoutin were 
That trowith have his countrey here. 

In ycrth is not our countere, 
That maie thefe derkis feine and fe 
In Boece of Confolacion, 
Where it is makid mencion 
Of our contre plainc at the eye 
By teching of philofophie, 
Where leude men mightin Icrin wit. 
Who fo that would tranflatin it. 
If he be fuche that can well live 
Aftir his rente male hinv^ft^t. 



r 



And not defiHlh more to have 
Than maie fro poTSEte him fave. 
A wiTemaD faied, as ne wide ho-i. 
Is no man wretched but he it wene, 
Be he a king, kaight. ot ribaude : 
Many'a rihaude it merie'and baudc 
That fwinkelh and bcrilh daie and night 
Many a bunhin of grcte might, 
The whicbe dnith him la e 

For thit he fuffrith in paciei 
Thei laugh and daunce, I id Gnj 

And laie nought up for t\ 
ButinthctavernealJ 

The winniag whiche :Ddctl 

ThRD goeth he fardil. 'ere 

With at godt diere asDc <ut ere : 
To fwinkc and travaile' he not fainitli, 
.For to robbin he difdainith, 
But right anon after bii fwlnke 
He goeth to taTcmc for to diinke. 
All there arc rithe in faaboundauace 
Thai can thus havin fuSTaanca 
Wei! mors than can an ofercri. 
As Cod well knowith, without were. 
For 'an nfurere, fo God me Ce, 
Sb»\\ nevir for ridicflc ricbc be, 
But er more pore and indigent, 
Scarce, and giedy in hit CDient. 
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For fothe it is» whom k dil 
There maie no marchaoiic im at de, ■ * - 
His herte in foche » where is fee 
Thlit it quicke bretmith for to get, 
Ne nevir (ball thoogh he h«th gettea. 
Though he haTe goldein gtaiinye^BBf 
For to be nedy he dredeth fore, 
Wherefore to ge^tin m6rc and aum 
He fet his herte and his-defire i 
So bote he brennith in the fire 
Of covetife, that makcth htm wodc 
Topnrchace othir mennisgode. 
He undirfongith a grete pain 
That undertaketh to drinke up Sam, 
For the more that he drinkith aie 
I'he more he levith, fothe to faie. 
Thus is the thruft of falfe getting, 
That lade evir in coyiting, 
And the anguiflie and the diftreife. 
With the fird of gredineife; 
She fightith with him aie and ftriveth. 
So that his herte a fondir riveth t 
Soche gredinelTe him alTailith 
That whan' he mode hath mode he failith. 

Phificiens and advocates 
Goin right by the fame yates ; 
Thci fell ther fcience for winning, 
And baunte chcr craCie Cot ^rete getting s 
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Ther winning is of foche fweteoefle 
That if a man fall in fickenefle 
I'hei are full glad for ther encrece, 
For hy ther will withoutin lefe 
Kveriche man fhouldin be feke ; 
Though thei die thei fet not a leke; 
Aftir whan thei the goldc have take 
Full little care for*hem thei make: 
I'hei would fowcrtie were fickc at one§, 
Ye, two hundrid, in flelhe and bones, 
And yet two thoufande, as I gelTe, 
For to encrefin ther richefle. 

Thei woll not worchin in no wife 
But for lucre and covetife. 
For phiiicke ginnith firft by (phi) 

The phificien alfo fothly ; 

And fithen it goeth fro fie to fie 

To truft on *hem it is folie, 

For thei n*ill in no manir gre 

Doiu right nought for charite. 

Eke in the fame fe<fte are fet 

All tho that prechin for to get 

Worfhips, and honour, and richciTe ; 

Ther hcrtis ame in grete diftrefle 

That folke livin not holily, 

But abovin all fpecially 

Soche as yprechin veinglorie. 

And towarde God have no mem'orie. 



But Torthe ai ipoerilN trace. 
And 10 thcr rntilii deth' pottkaM* , 
And oDtwird Ihew'nsg boliiM4*e, 
Though chei tie full of nrfidncflei 
Nat Jiche to the apoftlii twebe, 
Thei deccTe othJT and 'hem felre ; 
Begilid ii the giMr than 
Fm preching of a cnrfid m«a ; 
Though it to Dthir mat prafice 
Himfelf it miletb dm % mice, 
Fur oft gode prediacioon 
Camcthofevillenlcndonai 
To him atx svailith hi* preirhiDg, 
All helpe he othir with hitteching. 
For where the! gode eiample tile 
'J'here is he with veingtorie fliake. 
But let 118 ]e«in thefe prechoun. 
And fpeke of 'hem that in ther toon 
>fepe up tber goide and fafl ylfael. 
And fore thereon ther hercii fet : 
Thei neithirloTin God nedredej 
Thei kepin mote than it i< nedc, 
Andin therbaggiiforeit binde 
Ouiofthefntineandof the winde; 
Thei pnttin up marc tlian nede wite 
W hin thei fene povir folk forfare, 
tor hungrc die, and for cold quake; 
dud cm well TragMUDMUicrcar take; 



The grele tnifchivis 'him ^lileth, 
Andtbosin gadringiie usiVulclh; 
With mochil pain thci wuioc richelTe, 
And Artie 'hem hoidirh in dillrclle 
Tu kepin that ihei gathir fafl ; 
With fornwe thd Icve it at lift. 
With fcitowc ihci bolhe die aod live 
That unlo richtffe ihci hertti y«ve, 
Ap<1 in default of love it in, 
A^itQiewilhruItuvelUwii, 
Fur if ihcfe grtdy, fothe 10 fajne, 
Lovidlo and ti'cte loved againe, 
And gode lo vt reignid ovir all, 
Soche wickidnclTe ae Owuld jhU, 
But he Ihould ytyc ihut matte gode hadl 
To 'hem that wercD in acde bcibJ, 
And Jive without in falfe ufore. 
For chaiiufnllckcie and puce; 
Uihti 'hem yevc unto godcnrSc, 
Befcading 'hem from idiincO'e, 
Id all thii wcrldc than poiir nons 
We Ihouldin finds 1 trowe not one. 
But ciiaungld is IbiB worlde uollttjlc, 
For love i> ovir all vendablG : 
We fe that no man lovith now 
But for hit winning and for ptone; 
AndloTe u thtallld in fcrvige 
Whan it is foldc far avatinlige ; 
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Yet women woll ther bodies fell : 
Soche foules goith to the deviil of hell. 

Whan Love had tolde *hem his entent 
The baronage to counfaile went. 5 815 

In many fentencis thei fill, 
And diverily thei faied ther will ; 
But aftir difcorde thei accorded. 
And ther accorde to Love recorded : 
Sir, faidin thei, wc ben at one, j 8zo 

3y e ven accorde of e verichone. 
Out take Richeflc all onily. 
That fwome hath full hauteinly 
That (he the caflill n*iU affaile, 
Ne fmite a ftroke in this battaile 5 825 

With darte n^ mace, ne fpere ne knife, 
For man that fpeketh or berith life, 
And blamith your emprife iwis, 
And from our hofle departid is. 
At lefte waie, as in this plite, 5 ^50 

So hath fhe this man in difpite ; 
For fhe faieth he ne loved her never, 
And therefore fhe woll hate him ever; 
For he woll gathir no trefore 

He hath her wrathe for e virmore ; 5 835 

lie* agilte her nere in othir cafe, 
Lo here all wholly his trefpafe ! 
$he faieth well that this othir daie 
He afked her leve to gone the waic 
4 



u U clepid to mochc yeving, 
id rpakc till! (urcin his praying, 
lit whan h« praitd her poore wai he, 
rlierefore (he waroi^d hint the cntie, 
Ney«isbenottliri»info 
Thu he haih gcticn a penie or two 
That quietl/ " hit ownc in holdc : 
Thus hath RichclTe ui all yiolilt. 
And whan RichelTi: ui th» recorded 
Wiihautia her v/t bcD acorded. 

And tvE find: in our atcordauncc 
That Filfe Sfmbtitit and Abainiuncc, 
With all the fullic of ther battailc, 
Shull at the hiadir gate alTaile 
That Wickid Tong hath in keping, 
Witli hia NormaDa full of jangling. 
And vith'hem CurleGe and LargelTe, 
That Ihullio Ihowt tiier hardincffe 
To the old wife that kept Co hard 
Fairc Welcnming within hit ward. 
Than IhallDelile and Well-Heling 
Tfundin Shame adoun to bring 
' With all her hoAe crlj and late, 
Thci ihull affailin Chit ilke gate { 
Ay enill Dreds Iball HardinelVe 
AlTaile and aUo SikirneiTe, 
With all the folke of ther Udinf , 
That Dcvir wifte what wu Dtyiog, 



Doune (hall tnc w»... 

Ifeveriche doc his entent. 

So that Venus ybe prefent, 

Your mothir, full of veficlage, 

That can inough of foche uh^e ; 

Withoutin her maie no wight fpede 

I'his werke neithir for worde ne dede. 

Therefore is gode ye for her fende, 

For through her maie this wocke amende. 

Liordinges, my mothir the goddes. 
That is my ladie and maiftrcs, 
Ne is nat all at my willing, 
Ne doeth nat all my dedring; 
Yet can fhe fometirae docn labour 
' *--r lufte in my focour. 



advcre Hie nigh [hi commin woEdi 
towe (hat nothing might her hold. 
My mothir ia otfine prowelTe, 
She halh lane many h fottiefle 
Thit con hath many" a pound a this 
There i n'ai. not piefeot iwlj. 
And ya meafaicdltwatmy dede: 
But I come nevir in that lledr, 
NemcnelLtcrh.romolelthe, 
That foehe touri ben ylake with me; 
for why? me thinkcth that in no wife 
It maiE be cleped but Marcbiundire. 

Gobuie a eourfirbUcke or white. 
And piie iherefaie, [hu art ihou quite : 
Tlie marchaunt owith the right nought 
Ne lliou hitn whan tboa hall it bought. 
I woll not felling depe Veviog. 
For felling alkeih no gaerdoning; 
Here lithe no thjtike at no meritc, 
That one goth from that othre' all quite ; 
Bui tiiii felling it niH femblable ; 

For whan hit borfe i> in the Oable 
lU miie il frll again parde. 
And winnen on it, Ibche happe nuie be. 
Ail maie the mune nat Icfe iwu. 
For at the left the Quane ii hii; 
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Orcllif,ifi«fob«tM« ; ^*-*3 

That he woll ktpe hu harft 16' ridB^ 
Yet is he lorde tie of hii hAUb) 
But thilkd cha£ure IS well woffe ' - ^ 

There Venm eDtremetith oi%ftt; 
For who fo foche chafiare htth b ei^ tn 
He (hall not worcbin ib wiftif 
That he ne (hall lefe uttirljr 
Boche his money and hi« chaSare; 
But the fellir of thilkd ware 
The prife and profite havtn (hall; 
Certaine the buicr (hall lefe all. 
For he nc can fo dcre it buie 
To have lordfhip and full maiftrie, 
Ne havin power to make letting 
Neither for yefte ne for preching. 
That of his chafTare maugre his 
An otiier (hall have as moche iwif. 
If he well yeve as moche as he, 
Of what countrey fo that he be, 
Or for right nought, fo happe ymaie. 
If he can flattir her to* her paie. 

And ben than foche marcbauntit wife? 
No, but folis in every wife: 
\Vh;in thei buie foche thing wilfuUy 
There thei Icfe ther gode foHIy ; 

But nath^Ielfe this dare I faie, 
Mj mothir it not wout lo ^uie^ 



lirfofoIeneDlce 
tehtroffocheTOei 
fiul tniOilh well he (hall paie all 
That repcure □( his bargain c fhall, 
Whan Povcrte" put him in diftrdfe. 
All were he fcholir to Richelle, 
J TharisformeingrHeycriiing 
WhsD Oic aSeotctti Co my willing. 

But by my mothir Saind VeBM. 
And by bet (athir Satnmiu, 
lliaC her engendriil by hii life. 
But nit upon hii weddid wife, 
Tet wall I tnore uato you fwcrc, 
To makin this thing the ierert. 

Ndw by chat faithc and that beauce 
Tbit I owe to' all my breclitio Ire, 
Of whiche there n'ii wight undir beisn 
That can cher fodir's namiavcven. 
So diiicT! and many chcre be 
Tbnt with my mDthre'have bcpri**,^^i 
Yet woll I fwtre For GkirDelTe 4 

The pole of belle to my nitneffe. 
Now drinke 1 not tbii jere cUrtiE 
If chat I lie or torfworne be. 
For c^ the goddei the ufagc it 
'Hiat who lb him fotfwveth aioia 
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Shall that yerc drinkin no clarre. 

Now have I fwome inoogh parde; 597J 

If I forfwere than am I iorne; 
But I woU nevlr be forfworne, 
Sithe Richefle hath me failid here 
She fhdll abie that trefpas dere 
At leftd waie but I her hartne 59^0 

With fwerde, or fparth, or with gifarme. 

For certi^ fithc (he loveth not me, 
Fro thilke time that ihe mate Te 
The caftill and the toure to ihake, 
In forie time fhe (hall awake ; 59^S 

If 1 maie gripe a richd man 
I (hall fo puUe him if I can 
That he fhall in a few floundia 
Left all his markes and his poundis. 

I fhali him make his pens out fling 599^ 

But that thei in his garnir fpring; 
Our maidins fliall eke plucke him fo 
I'hat him (hall nedin fethirt mo, 
And make him fell his londe to fpende 
But he the bet conne him defende. 5995 

Pore men han made ther lorde of me ; 

Although thei nat fo mightie be 
That thei maie fede me in delite 
I woU not have 'hem in difpite : 



Ko gode man hateth 'hem aa 1 f<flSs» 6cco 

For chinche and felonn it Ricfaefle, 

Thai fo can chafe *hem and difjiiley 

And 'hem defouk in Ibndrie wUe t 

Thei loven full bette, fo God ne fpede. 

Than doith the rithe chinchy grede, 60C5 

And ben (in gode £uth) more fiahki 

And truir and more feniablty 

And therefore it fufififith me 

Thcr gode hertii and ther beante : 

Thei ban on me fet all ther tbooghty 6eio 

And therefore I foryete'hem nought* 

I woll *hem bring in grete noblefiei 
If that I were god of Richefle, 
As I am god of Love fothely, 
Soche ruthe upon ther plaint have I ; 6C15 

Therefore I moft hit fnccoor be 
That painith him to fervin me, 
For if he deied for love of this 
Than femeth in me no love there is. 

Sir, faied thei, fothe it every dele 6020 

That ye reherce, and we wote wele 
Tbilke othe to holde is refonabk. 
For it is gode and covenabk 
That ye on riche men ban yfwome; 
For, Sir, this wote we well befome, 6025 

If riche men doin you homaga 
That is as folis doen ontrage { 
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But yc ihuU oot forfwomeylidy 

Ne let therefore to drioke duth. 

Or piment makid fireihe and newe { 

I«adies fliiiU 'hem foche pepir bmrt 

If that thd £U1 into tkcr hw 

That thei for wo mowe fiune AlfttS . 

X^adies ihuUen ere (b corteit be 

That thei (hall quite your otfae all fi«| 

Ne feketh nevir othir vicaire^ 

For thei fhall fpeke with *heni fo fiure 

That ye (hall holde you paied full wde. 

Though ye you medle Here a dele*. 

I^et ladies worchin with ther thingcfy 

Thei fhali 'hem tell fo fele tidinget. 

And move fo many requeftis, 

By flatterie, that not honeft is. 

And thereto yeve 'hem foche thankinget. 

What with kiffing and with talkingety 

That certis if thei trowid he 

Shall nevir leve 'hem londe ne fc 

That it n'ill as the moehle fare. 

Of whiche thei fird delivered are. 

Now maie you tell us all your will. 

And we your heflis fhall fulfilL 

But Falfe Semblant dare not for drede 
Of you. Sir, niedle' him of this dede, 
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For he faith that ye ben his fbi 

He n*ot if ye wol! worehe him wo ; 6055 

Wherefore we praie you all, b^an Sire^ 

That ye foryeve him now yoar ire, 

And that he maie dwell at your man 

With Abftinence hit dere lemmaa s 

Thif our accorde and our will now. 6c 60 

Parfei, faied Love, I graoot it yoa 
I woU well holde him for my man; 

Now let him come : and he forthe ran. 
Falfe Semblant, (quod Love) in this wife 

I take the here to my fervi€e, 6065 

That thou our frendis helpe alwaie, 

And hindre*hem neithir night ne dale, 

But doe thy might *hem to releve. 

And eke our en'emies that thou greve : 

Thuie be this might ; I graunt it the ; 6c 70 

My king of Harlutes (halt thou be : 

We woll that thou have foche honour: 

Certain thou art a falfe traitour, 

And eke a thief; lithe thou were borne 

A thoufande times thou art forfworne : 6075 

But nath^leiTe in our hering, 
. To pot our folke out of doubting, 

I bidde the teche 'hem, woft thou how f 

By fome gen^U fignd now. 

In what place thou (halt founditt be 6c 89^ 

If that men had miftir of the, 
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And how men fliaU the Veft cfpiet 
For the to knowe it grate miiftiie s 
Tell in what place is thine baantiiif. 

i Sir, I have folly divert wooniof 

' That f kepe not rchcriid he, 

i So that ye woold rcfpitin me, 

'. JFbr if that I tell yon the fothe 

\ Imaiehaveharmeandihamibotlict 

If that my felowet wiftin it 
My talis ihouldin me be quit, 

- 1, For certaine thei would hatd me 

If er I kncwe ther cruelte, 
For thei would ore all hold 'hem ftiU 
Of trothe that is again ther will : 
Soche talis kcpin thei not here ; 
I might eftfone buie it full dere 
If I faied of *hem any thinj^ 
That difplefith to ther herinj^. 
For what worde that 'hem pricketh or bitct 
In that worde none of 'hem deliteth, 
All were ic gofpell the' Evangile, 
That would reprove 'hem of ther gile. 
For thei are cruill and hautain ; 

I > And this thing wote I well certain. 

If 1 fpeke ought to paire or loot 
Your courte (hall not fo well be cloot 
That thei ne (hall wite it at lad t 
Olgodc men am I nought agaft. 
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For thci woll takeo on licm oodiing 6 z lo 

"Whan that thei knowe all vkj m en in gy 

But he that woll it on him take 

He woll himfelf fofpecioos make 

That he his life let corirtly 

In Gile and in Ypocrifie, till 

That me* engendiid and jave lofirio^. 

Thei made a fall gode engendriog, 
(Quod Lore) for who fo iothly tell 
Thei engendrid the divell of helL 

But nedely, howfoere it be, d I ic 

( Quod Love) f will and charg^ the 
To tell anon thy wonniog placi* 
Hering eche wight that in this place if. 
And what life thou Uvift alio. 
Hide it no leogir now ; whereto ? € 1 25 

Thou muft difcovre*all thy worthing. 
How thou fervifl, and of what thing. 
Though that thou ihooldeft for thy fcth-faw 
Ben all to-betin and to-drawe. 
And yet art thou not woot parde ; 6130 

But nathelefle though thou betin be 
Thou (halt not be the firil that fo 
Hath for fothfawe yfufirid wo. 

Sir, fithe that it maie likin you. 
Though that 1 ihould be flain right op w, 6135 

I fhall doen your commaundement, 
'Sot thereto have I grete talent. * 
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Withoutin wordis tno right than 
Falfe Semblant hh fcrmon hegan, 
And faied'hem thus in audience : 

Barons, take hede of my fentence. 
That wight that lift to have knowing 
Cf Falfe Semblant, full of flatt'ring, 
He mud in worldly folke htm feke. 
And certis in the doiftirs eke ; 
I won no where bvt in 'hem twaie, 
But not like tfvin, fothe to faie : 
Shortly, I woli herberowe me 
There I hope beft to hulflrid be; 
And certainly iikereft hiding 
Is undirneth humbliil clothing. 

Religious folke ben full covert, 
Seculer folke ben more appert ; 
£ut natheleife I woll not blame 
Religious folke, ne 'hem diffame. 
In what habile that er the! go ; . 
Religion humble* and true alfo 
WoU I not blamin ne difpife, 
But I n*ill love it in no wife ; 
I mene of falfe religious, 
That (tout ben and malicious. 
That wollin in an habite go 
And fetcin not ther herte therto. 

Religious folke ben all pilous, 
^^oa (halt notfcnc one difpitouv, 



TSft l«KAUNTOV T«B lOSS. 

Thei \avia no pride ne no ftrife» 
But hombly thei w<m lede ther life* 
With whiche folke woU I aevir bc» 
And if I dwell I faind xae 
I male well in ther haUtc go; 
But me were le?cr my uedk/t a tm 
Than let a parpofe that I take. 
What covdnauat that cr I make. 

I dwell with 'hem that proodeybey 
And full of wiles and fabdlte, 
Xhat worihip of this worlde ooveiteo. 
And gretd nede connin ezplcitaiy 
And gon and gadrio grete pitanncet. 
And purchstfe *hem the ac^pieintainwei 
Of men that mightie life maie ledco. 
And faine *hem pore, and*hem iclf icden 
With gode morcilsdelicioos. 
And driukin gode wine preciont. 
And preche as povert and diflrcAr, 
And fiihin *hem felf grete richcfis 
With wily nettis that thei caft : ' 

It woll come foule out at the lift. 

Thei ben fro dene rehgioo wcM; 
Thei make the worlde an argMntst 
That hath a foule CDndniioa : 
I have a robe of religion. 
Than am I all religious : 
This argument is all roigooHi ; 
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It is not worth a crokid biren : 
Habite ne makith moiike ne firetOp 
But dene life and devockm 
Makith gode men of religioo. 

Nathdeffe there can none anfwcfv^ 
How high that er hit hedde he Qurp 
With rafour whettid nere fo keoep 
That gile in braunchii cutte thoncMy 
There can no wight diftind it fo 
I'hat he dare faie a word thereto. 

But what herbVow that ere [ takei 
Or what fcmblaunt that er I make, 
I menc but gile, and folowe that, 
For right no more than Gibbe our cat 
(That awaiteth mice and rattes to killcb) 
Ne entcnde I but to begilcn : 
Ne no wight maie by my clothing 
Wete with what folke is my dweiiing, 
Ne by my wordis yet parde, 
So foft and fo plefaunt thei be. 

Bcholde the dedis that i doe. 
But thou be blinde thou oughtift fo. 
For varie ther wordes fro ther dede 
Thei thinkc on gilc withoutin drede. 
What manir clothing that thei were, 
Or what eilate that er thei bere, 
l.crid or Icude, lorde or ladie. 
Knight, fquicr, burgtU, oi bailie. 



Right itoi while g»l&<>— IA—>frt 
Efi fooig Love hin sriouali. 
And bnke hktileia bisl^idiiag 
Aa though lie kad lam «ri& fajii^ 

What follcthiJttlw — 

Maiem 

tn worldly h; 

Te, Sir, it " 

Should Icde a irkLi^ 

Ne not iLcrtfare ihc 

That'heratoworLa % 

Meo maie in fesln c 
Florifljin hi^y teh^fintut 
Full nuDf ' 1 (aisfi ill icide and toOD, 
With auof' 1 Tirpfic ^wiDiu, 
Devoucc ud full rc^paoM! 
Hid died ihucsmauDdacbeucbem], 
Yet fiifidu lUTdiclelle tbd wercn : 
I could mkio tui Biui|r > UB, 
Ye, wclni^ all ihtic hair Huinni 
That rneniiKliurciutiMa'iy'^Ddfcke, 
Bothe nuidim acd thab wiviidtc, 
Th» bare ful manT'i EMrediildc bcK, 
~iVerid alway dDthii leculere, 
Add in the fame clcithn didiu tlief 
rliai £uiiiii nticn a^d bcc iJwiy. 




nTande raiidiDii dcre, 

T n heveu Uicr cin gii ilcre, 

O ni: men ir<ic in cburche and 6ag, 

Were take in rcCiiler dotkiin^, 
Wlian thei rcceirid martirdume, 

Gode hert yoiakitn lioughr, 

Tlic clothing jTEYti nought ; 

1'tie gode thought uiu >■< le worehing 
Thitina][elhtli<religiiinQ<n riiig; 
There lieih the gode teUgioun 
Afiii the rigfatc cntencioun. 

Who (o ytokc a welhir'j Ikinnc, 
AnJ wrap)ji-d a gtedy woulfc thctinne. 
Fur he ihould go with lunhis white, 
Wcnill ihou not hewould'hem bile? 
Yen; nertheklTe a> he were wode 
He would 'hem wiiry'.and dtintt the bledc. 
And w(! [he raihir 'hem difceve, 
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u porceie 
Hij tregtitc and his cruitto 
Thei would him foiow iho he fl!e. 

If thfrebe wnlviiaffuchehewe 
Amotigis thefe ipoftlis newe, 
Thou, holy chorthe, ihou maiae be wailed; 
B'tthe that thy cite iiaffailcd 



Thiougli knighlia of ihinc owne ubic 
God wot thy loidlliip is daulable i 
HiheicDforunittowin 
Thai ihould deftnd it fro within 
Who might defence ayinA'hem makef 
Withouiin Uioke it mote be take 
Of trepcget or rnuigonell, 
Wiibout difplaying ofpeDrcll; 
And if God D'il dooe it focour. 
But let rennin in this colour. 
Thou mua t}iy hcAiikiliu be ; 
Than ii there naught but yelde the. 
Or yc«e 'hem tribute doutilefi. 
And hulde it of 'hem to hive peei : 
But gcetir hsmic bctidilh the 
That thei all oiaiflir of it be ; 
Wei con thei futrnin the withall. 
By day yftuffin tbei the wall, 
Aad id the night thei minin there; 
Nay, thon plantin moA ellii where 
Thine impi> if tboa woll frute have g 
Abide not there thy falft to lave. 

But mw pece; here I tunie agiine; 
I wol no tnore of this thing faine, 
Yf I may paOio me hereby, 
ForlmighlmakiDyou wcry; 

jjiij 
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And eke my lemman mote thei ferte. 

Or thci (hul nut my love deferve. 

]*'<>rroth I am a falfe traitour ; 

G(k1 jiulvrtd me for a thefe trechour ! 

Forfworne I am, but wel nigh none 

W'ote of my gilc til it be done. 
Through mc hath many' one deth recc 
i" That my trepet ncr aperccved, 

' And yet rccevtth, and ftial receve. 

That my falfneHc flial ncre perceve, 
: But who fo doth, if he wife be, 

Him is right ^vAc beware of me ; 
, But fo flighc is tlie [KTccving 

; That al to late comith knowing, 

I/,,,. Pf^.frim. rliat coude him chaunge 
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now chadclaine, 
nowe chapdlaine, 
lerke, and now foftcre, 
, now fcholere, 
chanon, now baily : 
lanne am I. 
e, now am I page, 
y'rylangagc; 
e and olde, 
nd (lout, and bolde, 
, now Robin, 
, now Jacobin : 
Yeth my lotcby 
and comp'any, 
Abftinence, and raigned 
rraie fained ; 
th to her liking 
ring. 

an's clothe take I, 
, now lady : 
iligious, 
in an hous : 
prioreffe, 
and now abbeffe, 
lU rcgiounes 
unes. 

ir that ramfworne 
nd bete the come I 
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4 your ficiHlii what 
m noliia my conipiny, 
F(» lucibGlhcniallattltly: 
SaiiffiiUllmihuIbe 
Uftin 

AdiI Eke my leiuniitn mute ihei furf i i 

Or ihei Ihul not my low ddsrve. I 

OoA juilgeil mc fur i ihcb trtchonr s t 

Forfwornc I uni, l<ui wcl nlghnaite 
WoieofmyRlUiihilitJ....*. 

Thruugli me hjlh many'unc dethrecevcd 
That my iieftci iicr ipfrcevtd, 
And7ct rtcevclh, and Dial rcccve, 
Thit my f^lfiicnTc (hsl ncre penem, 
Bulwhofodotli.ifhewifehe, 
Himit riglit KixlelicwarcnfmCi 
Hut To lliuhe is the ixrceving I 

lliu il t» bte comilh kQO» ing, 
For Protciit, iliai cuudc him chiangra 
In eTcry (happc linmuly and Diaunge, 
Coude nevir iuche gjrile ne ireraune 

rt^ri a* I might ykiwwiii be 

1 hi>U)th men me boih might here and feci 

1 ul wel 1 can my cliithitchaunge, 

'i lie one iTid nuke ail otliir ftraungei 



"How am I knight, now chanclaine. 
Now prelate, and aawe cliapilune. 
Now priell, now darke, and now foEtcre, 
Now am I miiflir, now fcholcre, 
Nowtnonke.now chajion, now b»ily: 
Whalevit miair muiDe am I. 

Now am I prince, now am I page, 
And can by hen e»'ry langagc ; 
Suiiiiimitam I horeaudolde, 
Now I am yong. aiiJ llout, nad balde, 
Now am 1 Robtn, row Robin, 
Now Frere Minor, now Jjcubin : 
And with nxe foloweth my loteby 
To done me folace and cump'any, 
Thai hight Dame AbSinence, atid raigneJ 
lamai^y aquciiKarrucRtincd; 
Right as it commcth to ha likitig 
1 fulfill a« her deCring. 

SomtiuiG 1 woniui'ictnthe tike I, 
Now am [ > mjiJe, dow Udy : 

Somlimc I am religious, 
Now likeatiankic in an houi: 

Somtimeamlaprinieff;, 
And now a nonne, and now ibbcflc. 
And go Lhorough all rcgiounes 
YfckiagaUteligioiiDei. 

But to what ordir that I'lm fworne 
I take the ftrawe and belt thecarnet 




To joUe (otke f ciibxbitc 
I aJlce no more bat ther habite. 
What wol je more ? in evcty w ifa 

Right 31 mc lia I me di<g;irc. 

Wei cut I iMrc dm oadu nedci 
Unlike ii iti]' worile to ray dede. 
TtiQt make I iulD nij trippei fall 
The follu through mjprii'ilcgii aU 
That hen in ChrillciiiJonieilive. 

I may alTDtle Uld I may Ihriic, 
I'bat no prelate may lettio nie. 
All folke where evir thci found be i 
i n'ot no prelate niaie done To 
liut it the Pope be, and do mo, 
I'hdt madin thilke clUblilhlug : 
Mow ii not thiB a propre thing f 
Bui were my fleighusapetccTed 

As I was wont, and woft thou why t 

Fur I did "hem a trcgetiy! 

But iherof yevc I' a litil tale, 

I have the GIvIr and the male. 

Su haie I prechid and tke ftiriven, 

So have I take, fo have I yoen. 

Through ther foly hufbonde and wife, 

Thacllederightajolylite: 

Thtnaghempleffeofrheprelacie 

'• hei kaow not all my iregettrie. 



But tur n moche as aaa and wife 
Shuld Ihcw ther puia pridl ilier !if« 
Oniiayere, a9f;iiih th: boke, 
£rKny wight hiEhuuHl rok^, 
' Thanhitve I privilcgiilir^ 
That maic af Diachil thing illfcharge. 
For he may [ij right thua parde : 

Sir Priea, in ihrift 1 [el it the 
Thachf to whomiiul I am flirirco 
Hub mc alToilid, and me ye*ca 
Peniuncefothjy for aUc my fin 
Whichc [h« I lounde me ^iUic in; 
Ke I ae' have ncvir cnlCDcioa 
To make double caafctSnli, 
Ne rcheice tfte mf &iiSt to thci 

Ibriftc ii right inaujtb lo MM ; 
Thit ought Che to fuffi&u wele, 
Nc be not lebcU pore B dele, 

For cenii though thou hiddcft it firorne 

1 wote no priell ne prelate borne 
That niaie to flirift eCt me canftniDe, 
Aud if thei done I ivol mc plaine. 
Fur I wote where to plainio wele : 
Thou (batt not flreinin me a dete, 
Ne enforce me ne qdc me trouble 
'Jo maklfl nif coorefliun double I 




To' have doriilc aUolKioBi 

The Grft i* rig;)it ima^ to br; 

Thit Lutre' •flbiliog qukc t ibc : 

I ani DoboDDde ; wliat tauSl thoa Bade 

More of my finaei me to nnbinde. 

For he Uut might hath in hu homle 

Ofallmf GoniBine unboDiide} 

And ifthoD woltniethotconfttaine. 

That me motf nedia on the pUuie, 

There dwll Dd ]agt impcnaU, 

Nebi&opneoflldal!, 

Done jugjnicnt on ire, for I 

.Sh»l gone »nil plaiiie me opinlj 

Anon CO my fhrifirnthir newc, 

Whichethachight Frere Woife uotrewe, 

And he fhil (hului him for me^ 

I'cirl (rowelie canhimpirthe; 

IJut Lord! he would lie niothe wilhall 

VrmcD would him Frcre Wolfe yuU, 

VoT he would have no pacience, 

Itiit done ■!! cruill vengience; 

Me would hiii might done at the left. 

Than iiolbit>e Oiarc fur Godd'ii heft ; 

Ami God fo wife he my focouT 

I'ut (hi-u yeic nit 01* Saviour 

Ai r.llir, whan ii liklth me, 

^t'ithoutin prcling more on the, 



I vai [bnh and to him ygone, 
And he Ihil houfil me anone. 
Fur I am oat of ihy gcutching ; 
I kcpe not dele with the Eothing. 

Thui may he ftirive him that forfalieth 
Uk panlh pricfl ^d Ca mc taheth. 
And ir the prieO. wol him re(ufG 
1 am full «dy llini to' aecuft. 
And him punilh and hampii lb 
That he hii churthc (hal Corgo. 

Butwhofchaih in hiB [cling 
Thcconfequenccof fuchefliriving 
Sbal fene that prieft niaicncn: haw might 
To know the eonTcicncc aright 
OChim that iaoodir his cure; 
And thii ii aycnfl holy' fcript are. 
That biddith tvery herdc honcit 
Haw very knowing of hit bed ; 
But poiir [bike, ih.ic gon by Hrete, 
That have no goldc ne fummii grete. 
Them would I let to thcr prelates. 
Or let ther prieftii know ther flatae. 
For (o me right naught yevin thei, 
And why it ii, for ihei ne may. 

Thei ben to bare i lake no kepe, 
Bat I woll havin the fat fhepe; 
I.c t parilh prieltii have the lene ; 
lyeveaciofiberliarmeabene; 




And if tint prclRtu grut Ac it. 

That oaghtin irroth be in ther wit 

To It&D thcr fit beftiilb, 

I Rill f eie 'hem ■ Art^ or tw*i ag 

Ko that thd ftiilleCn with fare* ^ .. 

Ye, both iher mitre and ther crooBi 

Thni jtpe 1 'hem, ind hi*c da toasvt 
My prifitegis bca fo Rraog. 

Falfe Semtlaiil wooJd tare ftintid iMt^ 
But LoTesemgdehiimioriichechaie 
That he wu -wiry of hislawe, 
Bui (or to tmlce him glad and fiwc 
He faid,TeU on more fpcvally 
How that thou fetsifl unltulif ; 

Tel forth, and ftame the ncre ■ dele. 
For » thine habit (hewith wcle 
Thoufenrdl anholyhertmile, 

Solheiabac 1' am but an ipocrilc. 
Thou goell and precbiD pairutc. 

Yt, Sir, but RichcfTe hath poA«. 
Thou prechiJt abllinenca alfo. 

Sir, 1 woll fillcn, fo mote I pt, 
Mypaunchc of j^demi^tcandgodewuie, 
As fbould « maiflir of diYinc, 
For how that I mc povri faino 
Yet al povir folki; I difilaine. 
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I love bettir the acqoeintaunce 

Ten timis of the King of Fraunce ^ 495 

Than of a pore man of milde mode 

Though that his foule be all fo gode. 

For whan I fe beggirs quaking, 

Nakid on mizins all (linking. 

For hungre crie and eke for care, 65 co 

I entremet not of ther fare ; 

Thei ben fo pore and ful of pine 

Thei might not ones yeve me a dine. 

For. thei have nothing but ther life; 

Wbatjhould bey roe that licketb bu knife ? 65 C.$ 

It is but foly to* entremete 

To feke in houndMs neft fat mete : 

X^et here him to the fpittle* anone. 

But for me comfort get thei none : 

But a full riche ficke ufurere 63 1 o 

Would I vifitin and drawe nere ; 

Him would I comforte and rehete, 

For ( hope of his-golde to gete. 

And if that wickid Deth him have 

1 woU go with him in his grave : 63 1 j 

And if there any reprove me 

"Why that I let the povir be, 

Woft thou how I know how to* afcape \ 

I fay and fwerin him full rape 

Volume rilL E 




That ricU nipn han more tetchit 
orGanetKutianihcrepoTewTigtiMk^' 1'-""' ■''''' 

AndhanafMuefailcinofeinUlMw^' >'' -i ■■f 

And theHbre I triliild drswe "hem MHT' ' 

But Mg:ret hurt, it maiefobe, -i r.i'.. ■ - . 

Kith foDle in right [rrcce pOTCrte 4Hi 

AironleiagTctcrrchcOeforraiha, . 
Al b« it thu thei hunio botbt, 
ForricbeSerad meniticilet) 
EeiiEde{nd tv-oeitrcmifcea, '' 

ThetneneiidcpidSuSfaitnce, fjje 

There lieth of vertue the' aboundmnce* 

ForSalamcin, fallwc! 1 fott. 
In hi) wife Parablit ua wrote. 
As it Uknowcn of nany'i wight. 
In hit thirtieth chapitir rif;ht, fj^ 

Gndlhou meliepe for thy poltf 
Fro richeSe and mendiclte. 
For if a richi man him drcffe 
To thinkiQ to moche on richcffe 
Hia hert on thil To ferre it fctle f,^ 

That he' hi. Creatoor dolh foryrtic. 
And him that bFg!;llh wull aJegrcTeg 
How Ihould I hf hifi wordc him leve, 
Unncth tliathc n'i^ a micher 

I'orfworne, or els Godd'is Her ? 4,fj 

Thuafayilh Sulomoti'itftwsik 

Nt wt &>d wriuin iu no lawct, 



Ana namely in our ChriflLn Ijic. 
Who b faith ye I daie fjy luie, 
'I'hat Chiill ne hUap^>ail> den, 
While tbu tiiei wilkid in ciih httt. 
Were nciit fcne herbrid beting. 
For they n'olde bc^in for nothing. 

An.lrighcthas were men wane to (echc, 
And in this wife woulilin it preclie 
The maifiirs of dlvinile 
8amtuiie in Puis tilt die. 

And if men would there giinc appaCE 

The nikid teite and let the glnfe. 

It mightin fone affoiiid be. 

For men miy wel the fothe yfe 

That pardie thci might aike a thioj ' I - 

PJainly forth wiihoutin bcfrf^ini;, ■ a^ 

For tliey wcrea Oodd'ii herdit den, 

And cure of fnulii haddin here, 

Thei DC woldc nothing befTgetherfode, 

For afiit Chrift wai done on rode 

With iher propir hundix thci wrought, 

1 hei wonnin al ther fuftiiiaunce. 
And lividin forth in thcr pcnauticc. 
And the remenaunt yaf awaie 
T« Mbii pore fullii! alwjie. 




But if the prince difceridbc; ' 
NclneweneDocCtitlf - - . 

Tlut ehei taaic htn it tigktMlf. i ■^,. ^ 



Of priaciipowimc define, ■'■■•■ v>tfi 

NebymjMDrdccampTc'heiidciwM, . 'u'WJi 

YfitfoferremaySietchein tbia; 

1 wolaotentrcincieadclc 

But ItrowethaC tbebokelkithwele, 

"Who thu tdinh alincSi tbat be 

Dewe to iolke that mm may jCe 

I.uiic and fcble, wery and bare, 

Porir, 01 in iuche mmii care. 

Thai con winnin 'hem nciir mo, 

For thei havin no power therta. 

He etich hit owne dampning. 

But if he lie that made al thing i 

And if yefuche a trnaunlGnde 

Chaftife him wcl if ye be kinde ; > 

But cKei woDld hatio y on pmaaa 

If that yeSllininlherlaai. 

Thei would cfEinnitdo you fcatbt. 
If that thei mightin, late or raibc. 
For thei be not lul pacieot 
'i'hac hao the worlde thni foule yblent : 
And welilh ncl that Cod ybad 
The goit nuin fell al that he had 



/or it wa« ncvir hit fentence. 

But he bad Vi'ctkE tihin ttiat ncdc iii 

^adfoiowe hjm iq ga^e dcdis. 

SiiiiC Poi lie, that loved b1 holy church, 
'He b^cthe* apoftiUforto wurch, 
And winoe ther liielode in thai vUe, 
ADd'hem dcfendid Ccuandife. 
And fa.yid,Werkith with four honden : 
1'hus OlDuld the lh[ng be undeiltnndeil. 

He n'olde iwie liiTt bid 'hem btggicg, 
Nc fcllin gofpclt De precbing, 
Led ihei berafte with iher alkiag 
Volke of ther cattle' or of ther thing. 

Foe in this world is mmy' a mia 
That ycTeibhiigode, for bene tan 
Werne il for fhamc, or tllu he 
U'ouU of the' alkir delivered be. 
And for he him eocambriih fu 
■ He ycveth him gnda lo let him go ■■ 
Bni ii can him aothing proEtCi 
■Mi.ilffctheycficandihemerite. 

The gode folVe th«t St. Poule to preched 
Profrid iiiin ofte, nhiQ be 'hem tethcd, 
Some of ther gode in clariCe, 
But therof right nothing toke he, 
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But of his hondit wosld he gcttt • ' ' i m ^W- 
Clothts tb wrinc hmi, ud hit mete. ' t 



Tel me than how a man may Una 
lliat a] his godtf to pore hath yefcBy 
And wol bat onely bidde hit bedea. 
And ner with hoodet labour hia nedeti 
May he do fo f Ye, Sir. And hofve f 
Sir, I well gladly tellin yoo. 
Saint Aoftin faith, A man may bo 
In houfis that han properte, 
As I'emplers and Hofpitdlert, 
And a<i thcfe Chanons Regulers, 
Or thefe White Monkis, or thefe Blake, 
I wot no mo enfampHs make. 
And take thereof his fufleining, 
For therin lyith no begging, 
But othirway is not iwis, 
Yet Auftin gabbith not of this; 
And yet ful many* a monke laboureth 
That God in holy churche honoureth. 
For whan thcr fwinking is agon 
Thei rede and (Ing in church anone. 

And fur there hath ben grete difcorde 
As many* a wight may here recorde, 
Upon the* edatf of mendicience, 
i wol Ibortely in your prefence 



i ^ 
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" Tel how aman ni»i= begge at n<-de, 
Tbat haih noi wherwich him to fedc, 
Maugre hit fclowiijanglingEi, 
For rothfaftnes wo! none hidinsci, 67IS 

And ytr percafc I may obey, 
That 1 to you Ibtlily thui ley. 

I/i, here the cafe efpetiall ! ' 

ISimmhcIohdilM 

That he of no rrafie hath fcicnce, 671O 

And nought dcCrith ignorence, 

Than may he go a begging yerne 

Till ht fame othir crafte can lerne, 

Through whiche wiihoutin trusnding 

He may in trouihehave hisliiing: 6jiS 

Or if he may done 110 labour 
Fordde, or OckcneSe, or langour, 
OrfDrhiilrudiragcairo, 
Than may he yet 1 begging go : 

Or if behave peiavinlure 6j^a 

Through ufage of hi& nstiture 
' I.ividovird<licioully, 
■ Than oughtin gode folke cominly 
Bar, oflii.mirdi(rrfi.me pile. 

And fuffrio him alfo that he £73; 

May gon about and begge hi> bred 
That he be not for hongir ded : 
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Or if he faaTe of cftd^ ODMUttg, 
And firength alio wad dcfiriiig .. r- . :;. i : '. 
For to worchin. as he hftd wlwt, .. ifHI 

But he finde ndthir tbtt M Uwtp . ' . ^. • i 

Than may he beggin tiU that he - . . «. 

Have gettin his neceffiw; '''if 

Or if his winning be fo lite 
That his kbour will not aquite • • ^fljf 

Sufficiauntly al his living : .. c t' 

Yet may he go his brede begging. 
Fro dore to dore he may go trace 
Till he the remnaun^ may purchafe ( 

Orifa man WQuidunairtake $JS^ 

Any emprifc for to ymake 
. In the refcous of our lay, 
And it defendin as he may, 
Be it with armis or lettrure, 

Or othir convenable cure, 47j| 

If it be fo that he pore be 
Than may he beggin til that he 
Maie findin in trouth for to fwinke. 
And get him clothis, mete, and drinke, 
Swinke he with his hondes corporel, d^ 

And not with hondes efpirituel. 

In all this cafe, and in femblables* 
?f that there ben mo refopabJeSf 



He maii; begRe as [ lell you hire, 

Ai Witliam Sainl Amour would prcclit, 

And ofiin would difpute and Itcho 

Of [his mitit all opinlf 

At Pjrii fully' audfitlrmply; 

And all foGcNi my foul* blell'e 

As he had in lliU AedUdDtSt 

Tht' acorde of the' Uniwrfilc, 

And of the ]itple', ut'emith me. 

No godc man ouu:ht rt to rcfure, 
Ne ought hlnvthcretrf to iicofc, 
Be wrothe or blhhe, « ho TothMi b(, 
Rv r wol rpeke and tell it the 
At fhouU 1 dieandbeptitdoiin, 
A* w» Saint Ponle, in dnka pliletOi 
Or be eiilid in ihia chi 
With wcODg. as Maiilir William nai, 
ThKiny mothir Hyfncrilw 
Baaifhedfw-hcr grei envle. 

My mothir flemed him 3»at Arooor ; 
Thii nobie man did fuche labour 
To fnfttine er the loialle, 
Tfiiche to macheagilt* me : 
He made a boke axd let it vrSle, 
Wherin hit life he did all Ate, 
And wonU that cche railed begging, 
And liTia by my travtUng, 
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If I ne* had rent ne othir gode; 

What ! wenith he that I were wode ? 

For labour might me nevir plefe, 

1 have more will toben at efe, ^795 

And have well leyir, fothe to faic^ 

Before the peple pattre* and praie. 

And wrie me in my foxerie 

Undir a cope of papelardie. 

(Qnod Love) What divel is this I here ? 68oQt. 
What wordis tellift thou me here ? 
What, Sir ? Why Falfeneffe that apert is. 
Thai; dredift thou not God ? No, certis ; 
For felde in gret^ thing (hal he fpcde 
In this world that God wol ydrede, 6805 

For folke that *hem to vertue yeven, 
Andtruily on t^er owne liven, 
And 'hem in godenefle aie contente. 
On 'hem is litil^thrifte ifente : 

Suche folke ydrinkin grete mifefe ; 6810 

That life ne may me nevir plefe. 

But fe what golde han uferers, 
And iilvir eke, in ther garners ! 
Tailagiers, and thefc moniours, 
Bailiffds. bedils, provoftes, countours, 68IS 

Thefe livin well nigh by ravine ; 
The fmale peple 'hem mote encline. 
And thei as wol vis wol 'hem etcn ; 
Upon the povir folke thei getea 
6 
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6t 


dtd^wadeorkepft; 


«8«o 


tbacthdn-ilftrepey - 


» 


dvinweUatfoU; 




gthei'hempuU: 




lie oYirgDthe, 




J fimple clothe 


6Z25 


obbid and robboun^ 




andgiloiirs; 




thre* and threfte 




into my chefte, 




efoibfteyboonde; 


^830 


dckdolfomide. 




atfill 




tat my will, 




ntremecs : 




feandpeefl, 


6835 


: to fpende alfo, 




e bagge is ago 




t with my japes. 




coble mine apes? 




lie mine eotent ; 


684« 


cttir than my rent ; 




ihould betin be 




:me: 




ie no wight dure ; 




to care : 


6841 


\c cure have f 




D len^h ; boldly 





I wDibolhc pretheand ckc caunfailen j 
With h"ndi9 »ol I not trivailea, 
1 ',r of the Pope 1 h^ve tht buU; 
1 iishnldenocmy wiititdull: 
I wnt DDt (tintiii in Diy IWe 
Tlielc cmpcroiiris for ta OiiiTC, 
Or kingia, dukoi, aadlordii gttte, 
But povirfolkesi quite 1 leEe: 
I Idvc na fuche fhriving pirde 
But it for olhir caufe y!ie : 
I leAt not of ihefE pDvir men ; 
ThtT eftate ii not worthc ui hen. 

Wher findea chou 'a fwinkir of Uhour 
Uivc mt to bchis conf.'ffourc * 
But emprdBe and duclicOk, 
Thde qaenin and eke counteffii, 
Thefc »bb«IIit and eke bigina; 
And thefe grele Indict paliliai, 
Tliifc jtfly knightii and bailives 
Thcfe nonniiand thefe burgeli wive). 
Thai riche yben and ckc pleGog, 
And thefe maldiois welfaiing, 
V/licte fo tbci tUd or nakid be, 
Uncounfailed goeth there none fro mc ; 

At lordc and lady', and ther meinCi 
1 like, whjn [lii:i'htDi lomefluife, 
'i'he i>roperl'iK ol ai lUm live. 
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And make *hem trowe, both mofteand left, 

Ther pariih psicft it but » beft 

Ayens me and my company. 

That ihrewis ben as gret as I, 

Fro whiche I wol not hide in bolde 68So 

No privite that me is tolde, 

That I by worde or figne iwis 

Ne wol make 'hem know what it is^ 

And thei wollen allb tellin me 

Thei hele fro me no privite $ 622$ 

And for to make yon them perceiven 

That aiiD folke thus to deceiven, 

I wol you laine withootin drede 

What men maie in the Gofpell rede 

Of Saind Mathewe the gofpellere, 6890 

That faieth as I (hall you faie here. 

Upon the chaire of Mofet 

Th^s it is^glofid doutilefs, 

(That ia,The Old^Teftament, 

For thereby is the chaird ment) 6895 

Sittin Scribis and Pharifen, 

That is to (aine, the curfid men» 

Whiche that we Ipocritis call ; 

Doeth that thei preche I rede yon all ; 

But doeth not as thei doen a dele 69c o 

That ben not werie to iaie wele^ 




MMMAIIIITOrTVI 

lildlmideMiallntkvMW 
be bcgUid il)d«p ■ 

tbenimportidilfff 

nildirt ttog^t thai nowrihaa, : 

ill«with thcr fiogin tnnfhcpi 

>H thd not tCNicli it i whf i 

liftcAataktrly, 

e biird<nift chat mea Calrai . 

it ihouldirs akco. 

:i doe ought that godftbe 

>lkeitfhouldiofc; 

is largir makio thei, 

her.hemines wide alwaie» 6f l| 

tis at the table 

the mo^e hooourable; 

an the firft chairis 

5 to *hem full dcre is» 

hat folke *hem loute and grete 4mO 

bei paflin through the ifarete, 

be cleped Maiftir alfo; 

aould not wilUa fo, 

' 16 there ayenft I gefle, 

1 well ther wicktdnefle. 5^]| 

lome ufin we ; 
woll ayenft us be 
: dcdly cvcrychonc, 
I wcrrcy him z.% oixt \ 





^ ' 



^- p* 



nt moMjkzmr mt Tat. tet/m. 

Him that fmehasistkactwt^ 

And conjc^e hfiv s»4hk iiast JbLj 

And if we taitt ham 

Richcfle or prdit. 

Pro vcodc or rcsCi cr < 

Foil fade iwis cxMepsSa 

By whachddre'bc: 

And for to make ! 

With crailon we w«fl 1 

And doen him Icfio 

Thus from hi*! 
And thus his frcadu : 
But worde ne wcti^ haSu ht i 
TUl al hi» freodift bra hmismt'. 
For if we did it opiuy 
We mightin havs bLBaKSBfiSv, 
For had he wiilc ciiKTmtSeot 
He had him kept bu lie vcm 

An othir' i» chit, tbzs if iv Jak 
That thetc be cc* es.«Bf stadl 
That docth a g&^ ^'^vne. 4tt( 4rl ^fc»a 
We faioe it i* oar zlcM ^t^. 
Ye, fikirly though be ft fazsed. 
Or that him Ufie or that htm dassoi 
A man through him aTasacfti be. 
Thereof all paninere« be we, ( ^ - ; 

And tellin foike wbere lb we go 
That man through at u fpvon^W. 






PH^^H^H 


H 64 TBJl|10M,lUNTQirn»iBJ«. 

H r1i Bui:tod<MwcUaa«'mha<atlMi, ,. ..: 
■ {', And thtiwDuUbinac on folks liwiiV' 



Thil bcD 10 be bcgilid able, 

BiirdonilhaibEaimpomble; 

On foIkiK JbauUirt cl)isgc* the! CD 

1'\iU thei n'ill'wUh thcr finglri toodMni 

And why woll thei not toucL it .' wh^l 

For chciD nc lilte oal fikirly. 

Fur the fadde burdons (bat mm takon 

Vni^in folkii (bouldirs akca, 

And if the! doc ollg^t that gods be 
That it for fokke It niouldio fc; 
Thcr burdons largjr mikln thei, 
And nukin iher hcmtnei wide kIwuc, 
Andloimfctiotthetiblc 
Tlic Gril md the nioUe honounblc j 
And for to lian the firll chaiiis 
In rinsgoggeito'hetn full dcrcit. 
And wilicn thitfjltc'hcmlouteuidgreti 
Whin that thci pnHin through the Orete, 
And wnllcii beclEped Mnilliralfa; 
But thei ne fhould not wilUo To, 
The Gofpeir is there aj-enfl T gtffe. 
Thit Ihewith well ther wickidnelTe. 

An oihir cuflomt uOn nej 
Of 'hem that woll »yenil us be 
W'r: hite him dedl'^ eicrychone. 
And we woU'weiiciVMi.mOT*- 



1 that oae halith hstc we all, 
1 coDJeae how to doen him fall ; 

,dtf wctene him winne honour, 
.ichelTc or pteifc, tbrougb his valour, 
Pruveniie or rent, or dignile. 
Full fafte iwis compaffia we 
By what laddie' he ia clocibin (o { 
And for lomike him donne logo 
WiLh traifon we woU him df fame. 
And doeti hun leGa bit godc name. 

Thus from hii Uddir we him take, 
And thus his frcndii fan we make. 
But worde dc wEtin fliatl he none 
Till a1 bit frendii ben bit fone ; 
For if we did itopinljr 
We mighiin haie blaine redil/, 
For liad be wilte of our QuliM 
Hehadbiinkept bul^weHtlk*. -' 

An othir' ii thii, chat if (i> faU - 
That thae be one eniODg iMtA ■ ■■ 
Tbatdoetfaagodeconme, oatafdnd* 
Wc faine it ii nvr aldir deJe, 
Ye, ifcirlythongb'bc it biiNd, 
Oi that him lifte or that himdaised 
A man through hiintiTiiuicid b«, 
Thereof all partioerei be we, 
And teUin foike wbne fo we go 
TJiM jnui ihroDjrh UE » [ptMi^n fo> 





B^HH 
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HO-JlJ^Tor TBIROSI 






ia»e of meE jiriiGDg 
hinugh aur flattGting 




Ofrichc men of greet fade 


6^ 


l.i:Hir» to wltreiTe our bo gate, 




So ihal man wcneth thai maic nafe 




■1 hat alio YCrlosI.. " 




And »lwaic povii 




Dot how to thu WC llD 


«)<J 


WebeothefDtkew.....u, 




Tbjl alt thing iasi wUUot m r. 




Thu.bcdraddeoflhepepl^ wii. 




And gladly my purpofe U this : 




Idclm with no Wight but he 


«1I0 


Hare ^Ide and trefour ^etc plente ; 




Ther acqnainHunce well [o»ia 1 i 




Thii moche it my defire fliortiyi 




lenlremnemeofbrorage.. 




I maldn pEce and muiigei, 


im 


Ian, gladly e«=ntoor. 












Thit Wlith not to my miftcro. 




And many (imi> 1 make ciiijueA, 


•,n 


Far mc that office is nat hoiiefl ; 




T.> df^le with othir mennit thing 




Thwiatome 


a grcle liking ; 


_L 



And if that ye hive oaghi u dot 
hi pJace that I le^aiiuiM 



Ml k«lt«Ur n TMBMIK 

I fluU it fpcdin ihrongh my witle 
As fonc as ye hs« tpld me it : 
So thai ye ferviii me to paie 
My Terv ice fliall be youn Blwait, 

But who (o well chifiif* me 
Anone my Idve yloilc halh he, 
F'irlIoTenomanini.ofir= 
That woli me tcprovf or challire, 
]3ut I woiUn rolke undictake. 
Alid-of no wighf aft t«chi>g tthffi 
ForlthitothiTlolkcdiafiic ' 
WoUnotbetaDght&aBirfii&B- ' 

I DC loie DODc hcrnjit*^ more; 
j^ drfertii lod holtii )Hnv 
And grcEe«odi>e*MdietM . 
1 let 'hem to the ^tptiftjahn; 
I qnetb liim qaite, uidliiita nlsfie, 
Of Egypt ill thpinUiradb : 
To ferre were all my tninfiamu 
Flo all J citcca and gode launa. 

My paleii and mine hoale ihbI^ 1 
TberemcD maie tcDneii^apiaty, ' 
Aod^e that I iheworldeForfUtei . 
B<f tllamidilr I ^niililir iiri n^k^ 
My haaCt, and fwinitneaiidpUe«lici'eii 
Bettc tbao a Glhe doth itWHItitABie. 



or Anlkhrift'ii men am I 
or whichE that Chiift faietb opinlf 
Thcl hiTc baliitc of holiitdTe, 
AnJiivioin foche wlckidnefle. 

\\[ outward Uitibin Staiia we, 
Fu!) of godmtlTe and of pice. 
And innarde we with ou tin L,h]e 
Ben gredy wnliis ravilallle. 

Wt cDviruun hothe londe and ft) 
With all the wotlde werryiii «e i 
Vc wall ordain of aUe thinj;, 
Of Sulkii godc and thcr living. 

WiihiD ihatany bougeronibo. 
Although chai the! of Miltaine were. 
Fur (herenT ben thei blamid there; 

Or if a wight outof mefure 
Would teae tti'er gold and take ulure, 
)-.,rihathe«rocnveitou., 
Or if he be Co lechiroua. 
Or ihefc that hiumln Cmonie, 
Or prnvoft full of irecbitie, 
d prelate living jolilie, 






LiM^whomholUleri 
tr baudcs oi bordiUerit 



"h, 



OrellisbUmedufiiiyTice, 
Of whichc men OiDuldln data jallice ; 
By all the fniniais iliat wc preie. 



eesandwilh capoQi, 
Wiih cartis or with chfSn fat, 
"With dcinte Qiunis brgde and Hat, 
With calsweii « with pulUile, 
WitKmninguor -with fine »itaile. 
That we undir our clotliii wide 
Ymikin through our j olet gliiie. 
Or but he woll doe come in hatte 
Rac venifon ybake in pafte, 
Whelhir fo that he lours or groine 
He ftiill have of i «.[de a loigne. 
With whiche meo (hall him bjnde idil iede 
To breune him [or hit Ibf wll dcdc, 
Thu men dmll here hua eric wd tore 
A mil'ii WMf about aod more. 
Or ela he ihill in priToo die 
But if he woll hM freodflup boie. 
Or fncrtiti chat that he bath d«a 
More than hii gilt Hnoanlith m. 

Bat and he conche thnvagh ih Q^ht 
X>oe makin np ■ toure-flf lieight, 
Moui^ roBght I vher of Umo W Ut, 
Or )wtb or urna, thoag)! it IWi 




96 Tw moMAnrr'M^tMMMfc 

YwToQffht widi kpan inilfilimiiitj ^<^> ''^'^ 
8q diu the toore were ftdBdMfl^<>->'' »'i> (!• 
With«lld iid t < ftt «p ofciir^ " ■ i ;^.'> -.'.:, r. 

r> ml ill III ilm hr wnnlil Mm ■jffltfJOf 'm^' 
Eoginubothiiiiovewidletb;-* t-^^.tr-i. 

Tocafteatntlijeveryiide,- .•.it-o-,.. 
Tobierinhtftgodetfuni^ide. - ..:-i:il^ 

Sochc fleightis f fhulliii yoo ^tvett; ■ -^ -r, ^ - 
Barelles of wine by fise or fercii^ "..!■••'' 
Or golde in fackis grete plcnte, - ' ■ - ' 
Ht Hiould thouffh £t>ne delivefed^t 
And it he h..vc no fuche pitences 
Let him fludie' in equipolencet^ 
And lerin lies ar.d fallaces, 
If that he would deferve our graces. 
Or we (hall here him foche witnefTe 
Of finne and of his wretchidnefle, - 
And doen his lofe fo wide renne. 
That all quicke we Ihouldin him brenne, 
Or etlis yeve him foche penaunce 
That is well worfe than the pitaonce. 

For thou ihalt uevir for nothing 
Con knowen aright by ther clothing 
The traitours full of trechdrie 
But thou ther werkis can efpie. 

And ne had the gode keping be 
ITAi/om of the* Univcriitc, 



TPt aoMAUNT or the KQas*- 71 

peth t^4 k^i of Chriftendome; " : 

ben tounnenti4 tW and forne*. : - .1 7095 

: ben the ftinkiog Propbetis; . . 

leof'hemtbAtgodeprophete 18^ " 

i throDgh wickid enteocion, . . i . 

eofthe'in^nacion . ^.^. 

'ande and two hundrid yere .. -^ico 

1-fifte, ferther ne nere, 

tin a boke with forie gFMCi, . 

sn eniample in common place, . >> 

yid thai,. thoogh it were fable^ -. ■*. 

e GofpeU pardurable 7i<^5 

the HoUe Ghoft ii lent : 
ere it worthy to be ybrent. ' 

1 was in foche manere 
)ke of whiche } tell here, 

!i*as no wight in al Paris 7 1 10 

: our Ladi^at parvis 

lei ne might the bok^ by; 

itence plefed 'hem well tniely. 

: copie if him talent toke 

£¥angelift'i» boke, ^115 

might he fe.by grete traifoun 

my* a falfe comparifouo. 

loche as thorough his grete ought, 

fhete be it of light, 

nn e yfurmountith the mone, 7 1 20 

roubUr is, and $bauiigithfoiie»- 



^nJ the [ 



tc kerneili dothe [he Ibell, 






lell. 



Right fa withoutin any gile 
SurmooDCitli ihii noble' EvuogiLit 
The worde of any' cnngtHCI, 
And to [her litle thei tnke Chri[t> 
And many foche eomparifoun, 
Of whiche I make no mencioun, 
Mightin mta m that boke Gndc, 
Whofo could tJ'hem hnin mlnJe. 

The' Uni'Tei-rne, rhit was ■ Oept, 
Cm for [D braieil, and tikin kepc, 
And at [he noif; the hedds up calli 
Nc nevir fithtn flepi i[ faft. 
But up it fterl, and armia loke 
Aycna this falfe hoiilble boke, 
Allrcdybattailefartomakt. 
And to the judge rhe boke thei tike. 

But thei that broughtin Che boke there 
HcntitlDoneawaleforfere; 
Thei n'old Ihcwe ii no more a Me, 
Buc Chan il kept, aod kcpin weic, 
Till Ibehe a timd that thei niaie fc 
Thai thei fu ftro.ig y woiin bo 
Thir no wi^h[ maie 'hem nell ivtthftaiide, 
Tnr by that boke thei durIL not ftoade: 



Awaiethcigoanei 
Fur chci ne dutftin 






By eiporicion ne glofe 

To thit that elcrkii-uoll appofn 

AyenatliecurCdniiTtiwia 

Tbdl in that bokc prriitin ti. 

Now woru 1 nflt ne ran oit ft 
'What manit endc that there fhall be 
Of all thiB whichc that ihci yhide, 
But yet al^te thci lh;ill abide 
Till thii thci miit il bctte detunde < 
Thi) U-Dwc 1 beA woU be ther rude. 

That Antichriftahidin wc, 
For wc ben allof hiimclne, 
And what man thai woU dm be fo 
Bight Tooe lie Ihall his Ufe forf o : 
Wc vol! i pcpk'on him areire, 
Anil through our gilc doin him ceifc, 
And him on fliarpt fpilrijrive, 
Or othir waiei bring hicn im live, 
But If that he wull fcilonc'iwii 
Tlal in our hoke ywrittin i>. 

Thii) moclic woll eiir bokf Rgnifie, 

That while i'eter had maiflirie 

Alsie ncTir John Ihcwe well hit might. 

Hon hm i yon dedirid rifttit 
The ncDing of ttw barke md'TJivile 
Thii makith the councioM Ul&de ; 




i. 



f 4 TBI toMAmiT ov vmm 

■ 1 

Ba^BOwaterftlwidlbegin '-;vfTivkd 
To cxponne yoo chcfMM wHbiByrilTrfa laib 
And the fccfUen comprehcnde . :T;n9ilJ 
ThitChrift'islawewolKndcfeiidcv '■':■. 
AndihoalditkepixiaiidaiuiitiCBoa: : 
Ayenifl. them thtt all Aifteneii, ' ■' -' 
And fallly to the pcpie tcchen 
That John betokeneth *hcm to pt ci c h Ba t' 
That there n'is Uwc coTCnahle 
But thilke Gofpell pardorable 
Tha^ fro the Holy Ghoft was fent 
To tournin folke that ben mifwenc. 

The ftrength of John thei uudkiloode 
The grace iu whiche thei faie thei floode. 
That doeth the finfull folke convert^ 
And 'hem to Jefu Chrift revert : 
Full many' an othre* horribletc 
Mowin men in that boke fe. 
That ben commaundid doutileft 
Aycnft the lawe of Romp expreffc. 
And all with Antichrift thei hclden. 
As ipt:n male in the boke beholden. 

And than commaudin thei to fleeo 
All the that with Peter ybcn ; 
But thei (hall nevir have that might. 
And God to forne, for ftrief to fight* 
That thei ne ihall ynough yfinde 
That Peter's lawe (hall have in mindc. 
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rir liolde and fo maintene, 
itdw laft it fliall be fene 7 205 

hd flttll all comin thereto 
ght that thei can fpeke or do. 
i thilki lawe ne (hall not ftond« 
hei by John have undirftonde, 
lagre them It ihall adonn, 7 1 10 

sn brooght to confuiion. 
1 uroU ftinc of this matere, 
is wondir long to h^e ; 
id that ilkd t^ke endured 
cre*eibitel wereenforedy 7215 

"^dis have 1 yet parde ■ 

lan me fet in grete degre. 

« . 

this worlde is emperoor 

ly fathir,the falfe trechour, 

tnpereiTe my mothir is, 7 1 U> 

re the Holie Ghoile iwis. 

lightie linage and our rout 

ith in every reigne about, 

^cir is worthy we mini'fters be, 

I this worlde governe we, 7225 

an the folkcfo well deceve 

lone our gills can perceive, 

lioughtthei doen thei dare not faie ; 

»tke dare no wight bewraie. 
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76 !fBt-piO|IAW«TOr: 

Bnt he in Chrift'U wnOm Mm:M<fc_il 
That more than Chrift ny htcdudhidiyid 

He n*i« no full gode cliittpiqq . 1 , -^ ij*. '.i^^ 
That dredeth foch« fioikciaOy -. ;. u r.'-iiz 
Nor that for pain voUieftifia ■.-: j-.v-i ;.i .; 
Us to corre^e aa^.accofin. 

He woli not eotreinete hy nglit, , . . : . 
Ne havin God in hi» eyen ^ht^ • . 3.< •.- w 1 
And therefore God fludl him pootQe 3 
Bot mc ne reckith of iy> vice 
Sithcn men us ioven cpmravoablitft . 
And holdio us for fo worthiei 
That we maie folke reprevetchoije. 
And wc n*ill have reprefe of noBCi 
Whom fliouldin folke worfliipin fo 
But us that ftintin nevir mo 
To patrin while th»t folke maie*aft fe ■ • 
Though it not fo behinde *hem be f 

And where is there more mode folic 
Than to enhai'ncin chivalrie. 
And lovin nob}e nien aod gaie« 
That jolie clothis weren alwaie ? 
If thei be foche folke as thei femen» 
So clene as men ther clothis dement 
And that ther wordes fulowe ther dede» 
It is grete pite out of drede 
'^ ' -oil be none hy \)ocriti8 ; 

thiokith gTe\.e?^*v\.t\%\ 



I ran not Um 'hem on no iide : 

Bui beggiri with theii: tuidiiwide. 
With ilcigh and palf facia lenc, 
Aod with graieclnLhl^nst full clene, 
Bulftettid fulloftatar wagges, 
And high lbewi« knoppid with daggen, 
ThM frouncin like a qust« pipe, 
Or botie rivcling a a gipe ; 

To Toche falke, as L you devifc, 
Should princis and Dicfc lordii wife 
Take all ther landii and iher thingei, 
Bothe warre and pen in goTirniDget, 
To [nche folke Ihould a prince him ytn 
That would hii life in honour live. 

And i/ thi-i be nal lu thci feme. 
That fervin thui the ^orlde to qneme, 
There would 1 dwcllin to dceravo 
The fblke, for thci Daii nat perceve. 

Butlnef^ekelnaalbdienUii ' 
Thai men (hould homble* Inbltc Sfpih i 
So that no pride there vndir Iw 
No man Ihould hue; a* ihinkithMc, 
The po»ir man in foche dMhingi ' 
ntiC God napre&cfa him BOthhi^ 
That faieth he hath the wotUe tatOke, 
And hath to worhHy glory' him uke. 
And woll of foche deliciiufei 
V'Jio aah tbtt be^ir wcU csctelil 



r8 



T«S 



•tnw'jrtMMfr 



That papeUrdethM Wlli9»UMHl(P'»vrH' fuA J- 
And woU to WQlM|[ •(•Tt'h ' r ■'.»;*/-;: <^ .>} -il 
And faieth that he the imrldt||«rilr}|ii|^ ..a... I) . r 
AndgrediljitgiQyitk!^'' ■ rv.^it-'.T '- - 
He is the houndc, (hww it to jiji^ i in ■ : j: jftfl 
Thattohi8c^&Uiggoeili.»gMii. ;,- ., ,, ^.:-^\U. 



But unto yoo dare T not lie» 
]$ut might I felin or efpi« 
That ye percevid it nokhiiig 
Ye ihouldin ha^ a ftarke le^f : 
Ritrht in your honde thus to begi&ncy 
I ne wolde it let for no finne. 
The god lough at the VFondir tho. 
And every wight gao laugh alfo. 
And faiyid, Lo, here a man right 
I'or to be truftic to' every wight! 

Falfe Semblant, (quod Love) faie to mc» 
Strh ; thus have avauncid the, 
Thnt in my court is thy dwelling* 
An'l of Ribaudts (halt be my kingt 
AVolt thou well holdin my forwardea ? 

Yc, Sir, quod he, from hens forwardos 
Had ncr your fathir here beforno 
Servjunt fo true fithe he was home 
Th It is aycnift all nature. 

Sir, put you in \\ax uninture^ 



if.i\ 
I ' ' 



m 



If* 



m 



iifl 



for ihocgli fe tntove* take of ma 
The Gketa OnL ;e new \k 
Vat haHagu bc HLfcimeS: 
Or diUTriifcirTObtTpiiHtodfc! 
1 tike four felf tn ruccnlc Ikk 

Terin tiic wolfc nut of hu hide 
Till he be Ciio tnRhc backi Mtil fiile, 
Thaugli meo bim bcic Bid all ddk: 
WTul^wfatTt that I ■mill beguile f 

For I an doihid uiduly 
Thcr* nndre' i» all my irtchiry ; 
Mine hcne chiimgiib Bcvirthema 
For nrwe habfte n wfaitb I ge ; 
Thon^ i iu<e clitTe of ^ploielle 
I am HOI werir uf llirsudeeK: : 
Mv IfTTimin, Cmniid ^blimauiKC, 

N'eiefsrDiy coaalaikiiulaif ladde: 
Let herilanc, udiniiiaBdMC. 

And Lore uxTvend. I tra& Ac 
Witboot borowe, for t woSmmc 

And FaHe SnnUaKfbc AAiMBc 
K«bt M thai ilk^ bai« idboe, 
IlK lud of tiefoB lU bwb* 
Right bliAewitluBiadwM M w id —t, 
^luikiw bdn can OB ht| fami iMtft 



1 hat in Ibc'ApncxIf ps 'n Ifaewed, 

Thii ligniiieth tho folic licUircnei 
Th;.l htn aU full of ireth<!r«, 
Acq p«le ihotough hjpocrilie [ 



nely decJdc > 



Id.p4lei*i.-. 
Ol iixhc > colour EnlangDcred 
Wu Abftinente iviia lolourcd ; 
Of heren»tc Oic her icfcnted 
Ki^hcashervifa^ reprefeaird. 

She had ■ buidouDc all of theft 
That Gile had yeve her of his 7eft, 
And a Dcrippr of faini diftrede, 
That full waf of flangtntff.!, 
And forLhc (he walkid fobirlie. 
And Falfe Scinblaot faint.^ i^, di,, 
Aud 13 it were for foche miftere 
Duiannihecopeofafterc, 
With cbcrc Cmplc and full pitoui 
Hib lokinK wa. not difdeinous 
I^e proudc, but nieke and ful pclible. 

About hianecke he bare! Bible, 
And fqujirly forlhc gai) he gon. 
And fur to rcH his Lmmcf upon 
Hf hidof Irtfiinapulent; 
A^ he were feble' hin waie he went. 






i>ilevebe 



gaolc 



A roiuur Iharpi: &nd wtU biting. 



Ther harnei) nigh 'hsm was ajgale; 
By WicbidToag adnanc ihci late. 
That baddc 'hem nfre him for to come, 
AndnftidmgisidlhLmfome, 
Andfaied 'hem, What cat makith you 
To coniin into thLs place now > 

Sir, hyid Srra[ti!d AbOiniijiice, 

We for to dryin onr pcnannce - 

With hcrcii pitom and dcvnut 

Are commen an pilgrimet gon al)Oul ; 

Well nighonfote alwiie we go; 

Full doughcic ben our helit two, 

And ihun bnthe wc bon yfcni 

Throughaul the worlde that is miftvent 

'. To yen enfample'andprecheairoi 

' Tofi{bl[iCnfullmcDweeo, 

: . For oihir filhing ae &the we t 

; And, IcTC Sir, for that chaiite, 
As webc wone, erbo'rowe we crave j 
Your life to smenne ChriB it fave, 
' AndfoiElhouldyoanotdtrplcTe 
We wouldin, if it were yoor efc, 
A Ihort fermon unto yon fain. 
ind Wickid Tong anfwcred again, 

The houfe (quod he) fochc » ye fo 
Ihallnalbe w^itnid you for me: 

rti-nu FIJI, rt 
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For Semblant was fo flie ywrought 

Thst falfeneffe he ne efpied nought; 

But haddeft thou knowin him beforne 

Thou woldift. on a bokc have fworne, 7455 

Whan thou him fawe in'thilke araie, 

I'hat he that whilom was fo gaie, 

And of the daunce Jolie Robin, 

Was tho become a Jacobin : 

But fothly what fo men 'hem call 7460 

Frere prechouris ben gode men all; 

Ther ordir wickidly thei beren 

Soche niindrellis if that thei weren. 

So ben Auguflins and^CordilereSy 
And Carmis, and eke fackid freres, ^4^5 

And all the freris (bode and bare, 
Though fome of 'hem ben grete and fquare, 
Full holy men at I 'hem demc ; 
Everiche of hem would gode man feme; 
But Jhalt thou ntinr of appartnce 747*^ 

Sein conclude gode confcquenie 
In any argument iivis^ 
If aciflens all failid is ; 
For men male finde alwaie fopheme 
The confequcnce to enveneme, 74 15 

Who fo hath had the fubtilte 
The double fentence for to fe. 

Whan the pilgrimis com in were 
To Wickid Tong thtt dwellid there, 



I 



Thrrharnci! nigh 'hem wan algale; 
By WIckid ToDjr adoune ihci fate, 
Thst haddc 'hem nere him for to come, 
And oftidiogis tell him Tome, 
And fsicd 'hem. What uTe makiih you 
To cnmin into thii plwe now ? 

Sir. fayld Srrainid AbflinauDce, 
We for to dryia our penannce 
With bcrila piluui and devour 
Arcconuncn as pi1);rimci goD abcuCj 
. Well nigh on fote alwaie we go; 
Full dmightie ben out helrg two, 
And thus bothe we bcnyfenl: 
Throaghaut the worlde that it mifwent 
To yevc enfample' and preche alTo; 
' To GfhiD Cnfull men we go, 
' For othir Gfhing nc fifhe wc t 
And, lue Sir, for that chaiitc, 
Aj we be wont, erbo'rowe we craTe; 
Your life to amenne Chrift it faie. 
And To it Ihould yon not difplefc 
-We wouldin , if it were yoar efe, 
A Ibort fermoa unto yoo fain. 
Kni Wiehid Tong anfwered again. 

The houfe (quod he) fachc at ye fa 
liallnat be watnid you for me : 
r-l-^m, riJI. ' H 




Siic whi! yon lift and t wdII ticre. 
Oraurt irercit! iho fwetc Sir dcre, 
Quud aldirfirR Dimf Abltinencc, 
And thus begin Uie htr knteoa; : 

Sir, ihe firfl tertut for eertaine. 
The grelilland moli ToveraiDc 
That raaic be foiinde in auy man 
for hacinjr or for wit ht can 
Thil it hit tong fur to re&atn ; 
Thcrto ought every wight hjoi pain, 
7or it it bcltic ftill to he 
I'ban for to Tpeliiii hnme parde, 
Anri he that hatkcncth it gUdly 
Hei^nogodeiDonnkirly. 

And, Sir. aboven all olhir finnc 
In that art thou mollEiltieinrei 
Thou fpahc 3 jape nnt Inn;^ a ^, 

And. Sir, that was rieht evill doe. 
Of ayonp man that here repaired. 
And ncviryet thi" place apairrd. 
Thou raided he awaitid nothing 



to difcci 



■e Weka 



Yefaiiiinnnihingrotheofthat, 
BDt,Sir, ye lie.l tell yoB plat: 
He Cometh t)o more ne goeth parde; 
1 trowe ye (halhimnevirfei 

I'tiat ot'te hath p\ued'«itb youra tbi* 



The fsirift gamit that he cuiide 

Withoutin mth. or flii or lotidr; ;;3J 

Nuw ikre he not himtclh luJice; 

Yd hio alfo ihc man do chuc, 

That he daie ncilhir come ac ^o : 

What mcTith you to hate him To 

But propirly yoor wickid ihaut;ht, T**0 

That mmy' a (ilTc IcQiig Iiaih tliou^ht, 

Tbai nieTiih your fbule c loquencc. 

That 'a:i|f Uih irvrc' in auilientre, 

i\ad docth 'hem diltiniiaur and Ihslns 7.' 45 

For thing that maie bave do prsTin|[ 
But likeliDtffe and caniriving? 

For I dare faine that Refiin deineth 
Jl ii tiet alfili ihlitg Ittlfiaclb ; 
And it ii banc for to caolroie ; < jO 

Any (bitig (hat i«toteprovc; 
Tliii wole ye wele, and. Sir, iherfora 

Ye atne to blaoie mochil the marc; 

And nathelefle he reckich lilc 

Hcyevctb not nowlherof amite, ;i,<5 

tot if he thnag:htin banne, parfaie 

He would ycame and gone alldaie; 

He ne coude not himlelf abllene : 

Kovieonicih he not, andthit iifcne. 

For he DC lakelh of it no tuie, n C-j 

Bm if it be through avintnre, 

11 ii 



And bfTr than othir falke ^Igntc 
Anil (iiou hiK wolchifl at At gats ■ 
With fpcre in ihitic artfl «lwaie. 
There mule miJircie »U the lonRC du'e; 
Thou wikiQ night and daiefoi thought; 
Iwii thy tr»»eilc is for nought, 
AndJelcuCewiihoutinl^Ic 
Shall Dcvir guitf the thy traTcile ; 
:\ni Iknihc it ihac F^ire Wclcomicg, 
"VVithoLtin Boy irifpaBing, 
^hil wrDDKfulIy in jtriioa he, 
'L'herc wepith and iingiiifhiTh he] 
And thongh Ibou Devir yet ivii 
Agiitill Jhta no mere but this 
'I'ake not a ^efe, it one worthy 
I'o put the out of thiibaily. 
And aftirwirile in ptifon lie, 
.'Vnd feltrid the till that thou die ; 
fix thoD fhilt for thii (uiae dwdle 
Rifihc in the denir, irfe of helle 
Bvt if that thou rt-'penlf the. 
Miiaie thou lieft falfcly (quod he.) 

Whit, welcome with mifduuncc now ! 
Have I iherfSrc herbcridyou 
To !aie mcihaTnc and ckc reprove, 
■\^'ifh forie happe to yonr behove? 
Am 1 today yoiirhtihegere? 
Go herbir jou el»«lieie'innt<'« 
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That ban a Ucr <;alli4 me. 75 90 

Two tregetours arte thou aad he, 

Tiut in mine hous do me this fliame, 

And for my fothefawe ye me bkune. 

Is this the fermon that ye ne make ? 

To all the divils I me take, 7 < 95 

Or ellis God ihon me confoande, 

]|ut er men diddcn this tfadill fo<|nde- 

It paffith not ten diuctUirtw^wt 

But it was tolde right to my feivc, 

And as thei falds right Ib^olde I ; ;6oo 

He kifte the Rofi {)ri«ily ; 

Timt faide I now, and have faid yore, 

I n*ot where he did any more : 

Why ihould men faie^ne fuche a thing 

If that it had yben gabbing ? y^^^J 

Right fo faide I, and woU ifaie yet, 

I trowe I lyid not of it ; 

And with my beniis i woll blowe 

To alld neighlMuris arowe 

How he hath botbe comin and gone. 76x0 

Tho fpake Faife Sembiant light anone, 
All is nat gofpell out of deute 
That men faine in the tonne aboute : 
X.ay no defe ere to my ipektng, 
I fwere you , Sir, it is g!abbing ; 7^ 1 5 

I trow ye wotc weil certainly 
That no man lovcth him teodirly 
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That Tilth him harme, if he wote it. 

All be hencrfoporeof witj 

AndrotheiiAlrulikirlT, 

Thi'^knaw ye. Sir, as well 39 1, 

That loiiri gladly wol viCtcn 

The jiiads there tlitr lovet habiien ; 

ThiitiDiiiiyou lovcth and eke hunouiclh. 

This man 10 frr»in you lahoureth. 

And rkpith you his frcnde fi> dere. 

And ihin man makith you gode chcre. 

And every where ihit he yon metetli 

He youfileweth and he ymigrelcth; 

He preGth nat fo oflc that yc 

Ougtile of hii coming cncombrid be; 

'I'licre preCn olhir Wke on you 

FuloflirlhanhtdDithnoiv; 

AndifhiiherthimOrainidfa 

UnlotheRofefortogo 

Ye Ihould him fcne fa oflin ncde 

That ye fhould take him wich ihe dedc ; 

He cDude bit commiog not foibere, 

Though ye bim thrillid ^ich b fperc i 

It n'cre not than at it is dovt; 

IJl! truflilh well, I fwere it yon. 

That it is clcnc out of bi» thought. 

Sir, cenis he ne thinkcth it nought, 
Ku more ne doth Fai re Welcoming, 
T/iat fore abjllh ill lltia iVio'^, 



And if ihei were of one affent, 
fe\l font ywere the Rate ybent, 
Tho the maigte your's would ybc. 

And, Sir, afa thing hcrkcncih nic; 
Sithe ye thh min that loiitti you 
Han fiiiiU fuch hann-e and (hnmd nuw, 
WiniihwellifhcgeiEilil 
Ye maie weU deniin in yout nit 
He ne wolJe nothing Iotb you fo, 
Nc cillin you [ti$ frcndc alfo, 
Bui night and dale he woUin wake 
The callill to diflrnie and take, 
Yf it were fothestyedevifc; 
Or fomc man in fume manir vrilt 
Might il wamin him every dele, 
Ot by himfelfc perctTin wcle, 
For 6[he he might not come and gone, 
Ai he wai whilom waute to done. 

He toigbt H foni wite and tr. 
Bat DOW all sthirwile wote he. 

Tbin bare we. Sir, all nttirlr 
DclcTvid hell, and iolily 
TIk dcth of hellJ doutileffe. 
That thrallin fotke To gilcileSe. 

Falfc SembUnt fo provith (hii thing 
That he ne cao none infwering, 
And feech alwaic foche sppiraunce 
Ttut nigh he Icl ill lepenuunce,' 



AndfaidBlmiSir, 



iewdlb*; 



mbUnt, 



lEodc 



AhiI AbflinEuec, Fid wife ye feme t 
Ofo tilcat youbotbe 1 dcme: 
What couiifailc wal ye to me ycscn t 

RIglit hf re man thou Ouli be flirivta. 
And fuy iliy finne wiihnulin mare; 
Ofihhni3li11>oure[>Eiit the fore, 
Tor 1 am priell, and have pnfte 



Offll 



orld 1 hiv 



And ihal had nevii yel ptrfoun i 

Ncvicsrie'ofDoinanirlouD. 

AndGoditwQttlmEuftht 
A thoufande limjs more piK 
Than hath thypHcllparochiill, , 

Though he chy frcodc be fptciall. .' 

] have Bvantage in o wife, Ij 

That your priUtea beu not fo wile i 

NchEircr<>l,:t>ridaiuul; 
lamlicenfidbolJily 
IndiviiiitefrrioicJ^, 
And to confelTin out of drede. 

yf that ye wol you now confclTe, 
And leve your Gnnis mote and leSe, 
Without abode fcnele doune an<Mi 
And you Ihal haie a,\it(i\ac:tQn. 

Jieri cndctl) Tit RtmamX t,j jt, R;^ ^ 
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JILUS AND CRESfilDE. 

r 

INrlVEBOKBS. ' 

ble forow of Troilos to tcUe, 

the King PriamiM fonne of Troy, 

how his BTentorift felle 

to wele, and aftir out of joy, 

ife is er that I partd fro*y. 

;fiphone ! thoo hclpe me t'cndite 

d Terfe, that wepin as I write. f 

1 depe, thou goddeffe of tourment, 

I wight, forowing ay in paine ! 

, that am the wofull inibrament 

ith lovirsas I can complaine; 

t it, the fothd for to faine, 

(right to have a drery fere, 

orowfuii tale a fory chere. 14 

hat god of LoT'is fervauntet ierre, 

> love for mine unlikeiinefTe, 

r fpede, al (hoold I therfore fierre, 

n I fro his helpe in derkenefle ; 

iefle if this may done gladnefle 

vir, and his caofe aveile, 

he thanke and mine be the traveile. ix 






d Crefiidsl In thin exceflent boke Is (hewed the Ter- 
' TroHus to Crefcide, whom he enjoyed for a time, 
te untruthc to him againe in giving her fi:lf to Dio- 
in the end did To caft tier off that ihecamcto gretc 
whiche dircourie Chaucer liberally trcteth of the 
dauncc. Urry. 




Dur jc \anrt thu Iiithin in gladnefle, 
YfanjrdropeoliiUiin you be, 
Remembrilh you of pallid hevinefle 
ThHyehaicrelM.aDdDiitbc'adtMfite 
0£ olbir fulkt, and thiiikilh how that ye 
Han feke that Love dura you to ilifplcfc 
Oryehin tronjiini witlilugrcianefe. 

And [icayithfor'beni that bun in tliBca< 
Of 'I'roilua, as yE may a^ir here 
That Love'hembringiDhcvli) tofnlBcc; 
And ckc Cor me prayith to God Tu den. 
That I havcniigbctaflieH' in TaniE Ruaerc 
Suchc paijie and woaH Lov'rBfolki; CDdure 
In Truilus unfely avialurp. 

And biddith ckc for them tliat bea dlff 
In love, lliat nevir will recoucred be, 
And ckc far ihem that fdllcly bca ipcireil 
Tbrobgh wickidCDiitlia, be it he or Ihc, 
And biddith God for hii benignilc 
So graunt'hemfoncautof thii woctd to. 
That ben dilpairid out of l^iv'it gtace. 

And hiddlth eke for them that ben »t , 
That Gud 'hem grjutit in love perfavcraiiiiH^I 
Apd fende 'hem grace iher lovis for Co plcTc, 
That it to love be wailfaip and plefaunce ; 
For to hope i my fclfe bcft to avaunce 
To pray for them ihii Lov'isrervanmesbe, 
Aud wiiti thet wo, aivd Live iu clmiite: 

1^ ^ 
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And for to have of them compaflioan, 
Ai thoagfa I wore ther owni hrothir dere* 
Now herkenith with a gode entencioim, 
For now wol 1 go ftreight to my matere, 
In whiche ye may the double forowethere 
Of Troilus in loring of Crefeide, 
And how (he fbrfoke him er that ihe deide* 3 i 

It is wel wift how that the Grekis (bong 

In armis with a thoofand (hippis went 

To Troid'wardi8,aDd the dte long 

£cfiegedin,nigh ten yeres ere thei fient. 

And how in dirert wife and one entent, 

The raviihing to wreke of Qoeine Heleine, 

By Paris don, thei wronghtio all cheir peine. 6| 

Now fell it fo that in the toone there wat 
Dwelling a lord of gret authorite, 
A gret divine, that clepid was Calcas, 
That in that fcience fo* experte was that he 
Knew wel that Troid ihould diftroyid be 
By anfwere of his god, that hight wai^thns 
Dan Phebus, or Apollo Dclphicus. 70 

So whan this Calcas knew by calcoUng, 
And eke by the* anfwere of this god Apollo, 
Th It GrekiK (houldui fuche a pcple bring 
Thorow the whiche that Troy mofl be fordo, 
He cafte anonc out of the tonne to go. 
For wel he wift by forte thatTroi^ (holde 
Diflroyid be, yc, would who fo or n*oldc ; 7 ? 
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Wlifrfore for to dcpartiu Ibftilf 
Toke purpoG: ful ihig wighl, forknawiag, wife, 
A ai [» the GrckiE^ hnft fulprisily 
He fiile anune, and thii in curtei. wife 
Dldin 10 him hoih worlhip and fervice. 
In irull ihai he haih conninc 'hem Co rcile 
!n cverji peril whidi that was to drede. I| 

Crete rumaur io!c whan it was Rtlt cfpied 
In i\ the toonei and opinly waiTpDlien 

To them of Grece ; aiid calle wu tobe wroLco 
On him thalfalQr hath hUfjilh to broken, 

AVurc worthy to be brent both ftU and bones. 51 

. Now had thii Calcai kfit in this n<iri.hauace, 

Ui^knowinK □( thit falTc and wiiked derle, 

A douEhtir wbiche that was iu pete penaunce, 

And of hcc life Ihe wan full fore in drede, 

Andnewiftne.ir-whatbeftwaatoredL-; 






as (he ai 



And n'lll ta nhom Ihc mtghl ymake tier mc 

Crefeidc ywai this ladies name aright ; 
A 5 to my dome in al Trpy'lBcite 
MuH faitift lady, pafliiig every wight; 
Sn aiijicliki^ (hone hrr natife bcjuie 
That tike a thing imiimtta! fcniid (he. 
And ther^viih was flie fo pnrfite a creture 
Ai P.'.c hidben-.»de in. fcoining- of Nature. 



This UAj, whichc ihat al day hrrde il ere 
Hf r fithir's fliiine, hit falflicd, andlnifoun, 
Ful nigh out of her wit for forow" and fere. 
In widnwc'shabitilarg* of famitc hronn, 
Sefore Hedor on knees {be Gil adoun. 
His merqr bad, her fclfin eiciiCng 
Wiihpitaui voice, and lend iriy weping. Ill 

Now was thiiHedlnrpitnu^ of nature. 
And faw that (he wa« forowfui begnn;. 
And that the nasTo faire a creature. 
Of bi'<^den<r£c he gladid facr anane, 
Andfaidd, Let your fithir'i trairon ^ne 
Forth vrich mifchaunce, and ye ynurfelf ip jnye 
Dnellirfi with vs wtiilisyoo lift in rroye, I tj 

Andai cfae tianour men may do ynQ have. 
As fcrforth 3! though your faihir dwelt here, 
Ye fhu! havt, and your body fhul men five. 
As K.T nt I may ought enqoire and here. 
Andfhehimlhanfcid with fill butnblo there. 
And ofcirwnldeandit had been his will, 
A™ltnkeherleTe,wcn[home,andheklchermil.Il6 

And in her hoiifc (he' ibode with fuchniciae 
As til her honour ncdewu for to holds; 
And while tha wna dwelling in that cite 
She kepte her e&ttr, and of yon^ nnd olds 
Ful wel bcloTvd, and wet men ot hfr tolde ; 
Bnl whethil that flu ehJHrin had or noijc 
Mde ic ml, ihcrtoTc 1 l*t it gocM. 'i'^'^ 




The tbiojii Eellm (s Ihei dnoe of 

Scwiiiu'hemafTruieBndGrekieafu, 4 
Forfomt daybonghtin theiofTroieit den^ 
And tfi ihe Orckijfoundin nothing foft - 
ThefolkeofTrojeiandlhusFortuntaloft . 
Apd undir efte gan'hem lo wheln.infcothe,^,! 
Ahir hircoucrc, »ie while thai thei wer wrU 

But hatt ihit louDc cBine to diAmccioa I 
He fallith not to purpofe me to lel j I 

Jar why?i[ werealttigdigrcfllrin I 

Fro my malir, and you to lohR to dwel; <4 
Bui the Troyan jcllii, all ai thci fcl <( 

In Oincr, or in Dares, or in Diie, f 

Who {a that can may rede 'hem as ttiei writaJ 

But though the Gcekii them of Ttoicin U 
And thcr site befegid si ahoutc, j 

Ther clde ufagis n'oldin thei not lenen, | 

A' to honourcn ther goddis fid denoutc, < 
Eut aldi^moft in htmour out cf doucc j 

Thei had a rtHcke hight PalJadidn, | 

That W3S thtr truft abovin evtrichon. ( 

And fubeCel.nhiiD comin was the time I 
Of Aprili;, whau clothid is the mcdc i 

With newe grene, of lufty Ver (he prime. 
And with fwete Imelliog fiourii while uhI k( 
Infondri=wife(hewid,as1you rede, 
The r-ilte of Troie ther ohferiaunecs tilde, 
PaiJaJi"ii'i!£eft,wstu.tOTtobolde. 
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Unio tli« temple in all iher bed wifs 
In nencral wcntc«ry manir wiglit 
To hcrtin of Pallidion'a (crvice. 
And namily many a !ufty knight. 
And many'a W» frcfli and maidin bright; 
Full well heitya the mod mcync snd tefl 
Soch for the felon and for the hie fell. 

Among thete oihir folkewas Crefeida, 
In widdowc'g habile bUke; hut nalhclei 
Right Bsnur Grll lettir ia now an A, 
In beauleerftloftodcihemakclea; 
Her godely luring gladdid illlheprcs; 
K'an nerirfene thing to be pr^ifed Co derre. 
Nor under cloudfi biake fo bright a (lerrc 

An wag Crefcii^e, the! faidin everichotis 
Th^t her bfbeldia in her hlake wede ; 
Aud yet Aie llode ful luwe and Qil alone, 
Bvhhide alloihir fnllie, in hill bredc. 
And nie the dore, aye undir fliam'is dtede, 
Simple^ ofatire, and dcbonaireof ch^re, 
Witli full aSUfid loking and muiere. 

DdQ Tioltus, u he wag wont to gide 
Hi< yonge knightia, ladde 'hem up ud doune 
In ihilkelitge temple on e«jry£de, 
Behaldin^Ue the Udiei of the toune 
Mow here pow there, fur no demdoaiM 
Had he to none to tevin him his reft. 
But £3n topnule wd.lackin whtUD he left. 




And in hUmlkc fill fade he gaa I 
If knight or fquyir (rf his compsDr 
(■dii tur inUke, or ]«this cjin baitOB 
T>n any wumaii ihal he CDUilc cfpie, 
I hrr. he would finilc. iDdliuMc h a Mit, 
Ai.J fiiy lilmiliiu; O Liird ! f}ic OeplUi foAt 
Fui luvt olihc, whan thou iiiririft{iil«hc 
I hive herdc icl pardieui of your IMrig, 
Vtl(,»iri,stidol"yourUiidcobftiva«nM, 
And wlitche a lihaur inlkc have iawinniDg 
Of luvt, and iu ihe kejHng wIms " 
Ard whiui your pray i»loll»o and] 
O vrry foils! biinde ano iiire !■? ye, 
■Jbtr.^ i,nel ode can ware by whir b 

Aud with ihsr wortit he gan cafL np huW 
Afcauiic.:, li. ! it ihia notwitcly irpuknn " 
At wiiichctliegodof l.DVi 
Rl];hi (vi difpite, nnd ftiopc him lo be wtti 
HtkJiUcjnoiihUbowewsincUlo trofceo, ' 
For fodiiiily be hiile him « ihe full. 
And yetaspiDiidespccocke ciiii he pul. 

Oblindcworldelobliraue. 
How oftiu faUitb al ih' iffLiile ccntrnitB 
0£rurqutdiieaDdfciulcprr;lunLjici(.L0? 
1'{:(cji>);ht is [iroude and caught is dflbonuret 
■. ^ - ;-i..iluj,iicl"nibiiionlhcilair|c, 
i A-,,:. '.,.il wtniih [hMhemotedifccniiei 



TAOXLUS AND CRSSSIDI. |0K 

>ude Bayand beginnith for to fldppe 
le way (fo prickith him his come) 
laihe have of the longd whippe, 
Inkith he though I praunce al beforne 
he traiie, full fatte and newe iihorne, 
hot an horfe, and hors'is lawe 
idore, and with my fens drawe : a24 

;d ic by this fiers andproudd knight ; 
he a worthy king'is fonnd were, 
lid that nothing had had fuch might 
is wil that (hould his herte fiere, 
a loke hi6 hert y woxe on fire, 
:hat flow was mod in pride above 
iainly nioile fubje(% unto love. 23 1 

' enfample takith of this man 
proude, and worthy folkis all, 
in Love, whiche that fo fond can 
3me of your hertis to him thral; 
vas and evir (hall befal 
fc is he that al thingis may binde, 
an maie fordo the law of kinde. 238 

lis be fothe hath previd and doth yet, 
trowtt I) ye knowin al and fome, 
n nat that folke han gretir wit 
i that han ben moft with love inpme, 
gift foike ben therwith ovircome, 
hyifl and grctlfl of degre; 
and is> and yet man Ihal it f«. *)k»i\ 



Anil trniliclic it fiitCr-WBll m fa 
r&r Eldirwaill hsn tlirrwith ben 
And thfi thai Imnben aUirmofti 
Wiih larchanlKncomfortuIini 
Anil oftt it huh itii cniill herte • 
Ami wonliy folkc made Hoithyi 
AndcaurithmodlDdredln vicei 

Kow fiih it may n»t goriely be 



Am) ij 



igfov. 



Dklo. 



Ni? Rrudijiili nought to Low: fiM-( 
Slthe as liini fclviii lift ho tn«y y* 
'rtr firdc h hllf Ihal it^wH ni^/ d., 
1L:,i Ikal Ibal ir.JI, and ihtrfore 1 
Fuliiwuhhinilhallb wtUcati yo 

But for to t ellin rorlh in fpecii 
A; urthifking'i^roiiiK oFwhicfai 
And levin othir thing collMcriH, 
Of liim ihinke 1 my talc forth toJ 
liotheofhisi'iycandofhiBcariBi 
Ai.d all hii werlie ■• Lnudilr.g ill! 
¥\jT 1 it gsn, T wol therto refcre. 

Within the tcmpio wente him 
This Troilut with every wighl a1 
<h) this laiiy, and ooW onihulok 
V,-h.:icfo Ihe were of touneot of ■ 
And upon cafe befii that through 
t' i? eye ypercid, and fo depe it w 
Til tn Crefeide k fmote, and the 
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nd focUuDly for wondir wext tftoaedt' 
gan her bet behoide in thrifty wile; 
zrcy^Qedi thought he, whett haft thoo wonned , 
t arte fo fiaire and godely to deirife f 
rwitfa his hert began to iprede and rife, 
fofte he fighid, left men might him here, 
caught ayen hb fermir playing cfaere. aSo 

le n*as nat with the Icfte of her ftatore, 
al her limmit fo wel anfwering 
in to womanhode, that creature 
i nemr kiffd manniibc in (eming, 
1 eke the pur^ wife of her mening 
fhewid wel, that men might in her geife 
lour, eftate, and womanly noblefle. dS; 

ho Troilus right wondir wel withali 
I for to like her mening and her chere, 
iche fomdcle deignous was, for ihe let fal 
luke allte a fide, in fuche manere 
lunds, what ! may I nat ftondin here ? 
1 aftlr that her loking gan (he light, 
t never thought him fcne (b gode a fight. 194 
.nd of her loke in him there gan to quicken 
;rece deiire and fuche affctftioon. 
It in hii» bert*it bottom gan to (licken 
ler his fixe and depe imprcllioun ; 
1 though he crft had porid up and doun 
in was he giad his hornis in to (hrinke ; 
lethis wift he how to loke or wiQkft% V^^• 
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Icte liim fclvin (b connicv. 




icm thtl lov'ia paJBie driea. 


MVmI 


r« diat Lave had hit dnreUiDir 


With 


btnfitemiiofhertjren. 


1'hal 


hin> thought that he leke dien 


Kigh. «, 


r li*e the fpirite in hi* herte: 


MdEdbei,-- ILeconvenel 


Shetbuiiob.- oilus 


OviriJ thing he k.u. Mr, 


liuthUdrfir.. D<!«^. lode thus. 


: Ic neithic there ni»de ul thereof tolde. 


j;..i fron) ifcrre, U» uiiiDii .^ ■ holde. 


Un oihirthinf 


i fbmlime his loit. he cafl, 



AiiilcftconheT, nhilethit ihe/eiviceli 
And afur thii, not fully all awhaped, 
ilui of the temple cClichc he wence, 
RcjirntingluRilhatevirhe had iapeil 
• >f i-uY-i. folkc, left fully the dilicnte 
Uf fcorne Gl on him felf ; but what he lUemc 
l.tfte it -were wifteon anj manirEde 
Ilii wo he gan difliniultii ani! hide. j 

Whan he wan fco this lecnple thus depaned 
!lc llreight aniineunioliiupBlaiBlurneth; 
iUfiht with her loke tltorough Ihottin anddutcdf 
Al train lih he in lufte that he foiouraeth, 
Aiiilallhischercandfpechealfo'he abiiDnncth, 
A II J aid ut Lov' is fcrviu men every while, 
niniftlfc ta Wile,M'tieiahegan tofeile, j; 



i 



Acd hyd. Ah. Lord! fo ye iive all in luft, 
Yc InvirE, for [he cnnluDgill of you, 
■i'hat fcrviih rooft emtnilfciiVhe and befl. 
Him titc atafda liannE theco! at prove; 
Your liir? ii quilE ayen, ye, Cod wole how;, 
Kin wd for wtl, bui fton.c for godc ftrvife ; 
In tkithe yi-uranJir ii ruled in godcnife. 

ISut it in atcwfdy poinlie lit, 

Nc noUirng sJkclh fogia attendaonces 

Afrdolh your biie, Euid [hacknonin aJ ye; 

Bur that Ie not the mirlt, ai mote 1 ihc, 

Bui lolde I which were the tvariE point, 1 Icsf 

Al faide 1 fotlic, yc woldin at me grevv. 

Bui take iliia i [hut ye Im in a&e elchnre, 
Or dlii done oi piie entencion, 
Ful okc thy )ady wnl it mllTecandrewe, 

And yet if Hie for othir ctKhefon 

Be wroth, then Ihiil than have a poia unoiie 

Lorde ! wel u him th«t nwy bene of you one ! 

Bui (oral thti.wbaii thit he fecth hi. tiniL, 
IlehcldhicpeeB, DUDOthii bote him (gained, 
lur I.ovc bfjiao hU fethirt fo lo lime, 
1 hal wel uniieth unto bi> foike he (^iar.d 
'1 hal otliir.bdy nedii hiir. diflraincd : 

SutliadhiifulkGtD.gao; whete ai'LisralUk. 



And whanihit he in chamljre wai alone 
He doune upoii liii bedd'ia feie him fctta, 
And flT&he gm tafikcBQdet'icto grone. 
And thL;ughc aic on htr (b withoutin Ictcc, 
Thalasbe&tceandwokchislpiritemeite 
I'hal hcheTraug;b and icmple', and allthenile 
Righl of her take, and gan il ncvie avifc ]< 

Thuigui he mate a mirroaraf hiimiiide. 
In whichc he feuph ill whoiiy her figure. 
And that he wel coude in hi& hcrt y&idc 
I[ vju to hin] t right god<: av ^nture ^ 

')u luve fuchc one, and if he did hiicurc j 

To fiirvio her ytt raiglii he fil in graie. 
Or el* fur one of her fcrnuntts pace : j; 

imagioinir thii oe ttavalle nor grame 
Ke might for fo goiiely an one be lornc, 
Ai flic ae hint fur hii dcGrc iiu Ihanie, 
Al viae it wlllc, hut in prife and upborne 
or Eilie Imirs, wel more than betume. 
"Ihui argumentid he in his fpuoing, 
FulunoviCdof hii woiomming. ^ 

Thui toite he purpofe Lov'ii crafte to fewe. 
Anrl thought that he would wnrkin privily. 
Full for to hide all hii defite In mewe. 
From cveiy wight iborne all utlirly, 
lim he might nupht recovered btn therbjr, 
I Ren^etnbrlng him ihat i-ow to -uiiJc iU<nn 
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Andt>re al tfais fal mokil mo'tt he thought 
What for to (peke and what to holdin inne, 
And what to artin her to love he fooght, 
And on a fonge anone right to beginne, 
Apd gan loude on his forowe for to winne ; 
For with gode hope he gan faUy afTente 
Crefeida focto love, and nought repente. 392 

And of hiaibnge not onely hi»fentence, 
(As write mine au^tonr, callid Lolius) 
But pUinelyf fave our tongUs difference, 
I d|ffe wei fay in al that Troiius 
Saied in^is fonge^ lo ! every word right thus 
As I ihal fatne, and whorfo lift it here 
I40 ! next this.verfe he may it findin here. 399 

The fonge of troUut out of Peirarche* 

If no love i8,p God, what fele I fo ! 
And if love is, what thing and whiche is he ? 
If love be gode from whence comith my wo ? 
If it be wicke a wondir thinkith me, 
Whan every turment and advetilte 
That Cometh of him may to me favery thinke, 
For aye more thurfl 1 the more that I drinke. 406 

And if that at mine owne lull I brenne, 
From whence comith my wailing^and my plcinte? 
If harme agre me wherto plaine I thenne \ 
1 n*ot nere why unwery that \ feinte. 
O quickd deth ! o fwetd harme fo qucintc! 
How may I fein me foche quantite 
VutJf'that I cfmf&ate that it (o \)c ^ 




I 1 



xel 

.^t^ 1 iiffiiiiiT mr II TT fgwi^rf 

Complaioe iwul That poflid to—diiwj • 
r! ifi Ataereleitwiglititm«bofee,,aml, 

'; ' Amiddethefejitwxtinwiadiitwo 

That in ciiBtnrie ftoodiB cviiinoi. 
AUs!whatitthiiwoii4irimfaidi»f - 
For hete of coUe, fcr coMeof hetVt I di*^ 

And to the god of LoTO thn fiijid iM - 
With pitous voice ; Lorde ! now ^pm^ ii 
My fpirite, whiche that onghtiD ywir^a b«| 
You tbonke 1, Lord, that han mc b re a g h t li 
hut whethir goddeft or wooian ivn 
She be I n'ot whiche, that ye do n&e lenw, 
Bot as her man I wol ale live |nd fkaiwCm 

Ye ftondin in her eyin mightily^ 
As in a place unto your vertae digns, 
AVhcrfore o I^ord ! if my fcrvice or I 
May likin you, fo bethc me to ben. 
For mine eflatc royal here I refigne 
Into her honde, and with ful humble chcre 
Become her man, as to my lady derc. 

EfiJcth tbefimge. 

In him ne deigned to fparin Mode royall 
■. j The fire of love, wherefro may God me ble^ 

Ne him forbare in no dejjre for all 
His vertue or his excellent proweffe, 
But hcldc him as his thrall lowe in diih^ife. 
And brcinlc him fo in {on«\m viv^t^XtiTit'f?^ 
That fistv times a (Vwhelo^.-iXu^ V.^i^t. 



A> proude Bajanl beginnilh for to 
Out oftheway (foprickithhimhisd 
Till he 3 hlhc hitc at the \oagi whip^, 
Than ihiakith he though 1 piounce al befarn; 
Firit in Che traife, fall fane and newe iDiornc, 
YcLam I butaQhotre. and hota'ii Istrc 
I mull endure, md with my fcrisdrawe: 

So fared it bythiiGcn and proudi knight; 
Though he a worthy king'inronn j were. 
And wcDtd that nothing had had luch might 
Ayeiin hiivrilthicOiDiildhieheitJ ftere, 
YcL with a loke hieheit ywoieon lire. 
That be (hat flow wai moll in pride above 
Wdxc fodainiy nicijlc Su\i]e& unto lave. 

Focthy enljm|i^c takith of thiaman 
Ye trili, predde, and worthy folkii all. 
To ItorDiD Love, whiche tl^at to CoBi OS 
The frcdomeofyourheitiitohiaithnl; 
Fur evir wa> and evlr Ihall befal 
That I^ove it he that al ihingii nwy binde. 
For no man maie fordo the law of kinde. 

That thii be Tiithe hath prcfid and doth yet. 
For this (irowg I) ye hnowin at lod Tome, 
McD redin nat that folks ban gretir wit 
Than thci that ban bra moD with love inome, 
And ItrengiH foike bea tberwich oiircoroc. 
The worUiyift and gretilb of degf e; 
This wsi and i>, and yet Man Oul it fc. 
liii 



The ftarpc (houris fri! of armi* prrve 
Tliat 1 Icflor nr his olhlr brethrin didden 
Nr iiisde tinmaely therefnri: onit men. 
And yet was he, whcr to men nent ot riddes, 
l'ii<indan<lliebcll, andlcngift lioic abirlm 
*^'h'.T; peri! was, ind eke did fuchetrairaa 
lii jrmis thatto thinkeii WM mcmilr. 

liiir rDrnaiiehatcliecolheOrckuhai^ 
Nr .dfa forcherdtnaiafthetoaiL, 
?<': madehicathutiiiaTiiiiii force mad, 
1 . lu fncly lo ! far ihia conduGnun, 
'I {> Iil;iu hcrlhebsirorhiircnunii: 
I ru lUic tbdnieiDinniifblKirpedde 

I iwn all the^Grckiiai the deth him dmUe. 

And rrslhialoittie iho ren bim km hit Hepe 
.'\ii(l madehit mete hii foe, ami eke hi< Ibiow 
-'■.m muIripUe, iJut whofo liAe kfpe 

I I TiL-wid in hi' hewe bofti cvtn' and moiow, 
■| liLrfnrf » title he Ban him to borowe 

< If r.ilur fickencITi:, left men of him wende 
J 1 1 [It the hottcGreofcrui!! love him blende i 
And raieJhcbyafevirfaredamic 

If ih:it his ladie lUiderdodc nat thia, 
Hr fiinid her [he n'id, one oflhc Cweie; 
Jliit nelfrcdcl that bynonianirwcie 
N< t'midiCaiiifl^eoDhimrought, 



But ihinyfelt ihisTroilusfochc wo 
That he was wel nigh wodc ; for aie his dredc 
Was this, that ftialbme wight had lovidfo 
Thai Dcr (jf him (be would hantskinhcile, 
FomhichEhimihaughlheteltehisluTtcbWf; 
Ne of his wQ_nr durfthe Qoughr begin 
I'o tsllin ha Cat aU this worliis to win. • i 

But whan he hdil a (pice Icfl from tii> care 
Thu! to himfclf full oft he gan to plain ; 
Hcfsicd, Ofnie! now sit thou in the flure 
ThatwhilaiDJapedill at lov'ispaia; 
Now art thou henc, now piaw ihin own* chain : 
rhou wtrttie wonfdeche losirrcprchende 
Of thing fro which chuu canll nat the defenite. ; 

Whii. wall DOW evcrj lavir fame of ilie 
If thif he wift i but CT in thine abfentc 
LaughJD in fcorao, (odJaiD. lio i there goth he; 
rhaCistheoDDiof fogMrfapiencc, - . 
That beiiUnJovin IsflCBi revercoM : 
Now t hukcdJK Ood he maic goa on th^ daunce 
(If 'hem that Lore lille fcbly to avumce : j . 

But o thou wofuU Traihjl! Ood wotild 
^Sithe thoan)Kfl.lDiinthrauRhtb]rdelliae) 
rhat Ehoa.bdet wer.of fbche one that Aonlfl 
Know (UlhyWDtlUbekid herpite! 
But all To coldc inloye towardi* the 
Thy ladieu at frofl id. wimir mone, 
Aod tiMalMdMiAtfiHnre >■> 6re Utacc. 



[licit wotitoinil fu!! nuny' MMh 

1 It fyi\cs, antJcilUd evif in luBjiltimt 
1 Ur mvu^ttftiiiB uiitolm his wo, 
'i i.lni);hi!iuL<iiBii''tcttri(WMirci 
All vidt lor iionffai; fee herdme Us* 
.'indwha^Ebit hehcthaughtoiiIlMtl 
. I UhiuTuid fobk Im Avn {in mAliiplic 

A Trend* ti bit, th«t tallid wU P«iidd 
I .■inci)ii)«Uiiin«4rc«B4bHdhli)t|ii 
Ami fiwc hli JVeiid in foclitJiAnJb ■ 
.\'.t,>'. (qunl he) %»liD ciniidt nil ttiiit£ 

h.tLi now tliuifciM vlie Uii* 



.OD fcmr rcmorcc uf confticnce ? 
■r full in tome devociomi, 
Sttor thy Cone an'A ihinc olTer.cc, 
. for frrde yco Eight coDtricinua .' 
c 'hem that bdlegicl han our touD, 
J »□ laic onrjolitc □□ prefTc, 
jiing mt luOJe [oUce ta boIineS: < 5 Co 

befe woidu faied he for che naniE all, 
at withibche ihinghc mighthin angry makcn, 
ad with hie nngre duen hH farowa fill 
tsfor a time, aod hii conge awakca; 
But weU wilt he, » reire aa langi< fpeken, 
There n'a< a man af gcetir hardincHe 
Than he, »e (atac deCrid worchiueire. fCf 

What cat (quod Tioilus] or what aviatuce 
Hith gidid the to fene me lingiiilbiiig. 
That am ref.ife of tviry creiure ? 
But fur the luTouf God, at niy praying. 
Go hcQce swsie, for eettiu my dying 
IVull the dikte, and I irtute nedis dde. 

But if ihuQ Wcne i be iliui (itks for drcJs 
It i> nit fo. and therefore fcorite me nniiglil ; 
'J'lK^rt it an mh<r thing I take of hcde 
W1I mare than mipht the Grckia han yd wroWf-ht, 
WJ,lchraufci.ofmjde(hf.>rrgr«w»ndlhoU£ht. 
But thuugh ihai I DOW <u-]\ it the ne ktle 
BeihouiiMwloihe; rjiidc it for the I'cfle. ;Sl 
Kii] 



Tbi) PiniWe, thit nigh vnli toriMK 
FuU Dfiin Taicd, AIul what mtie tliUta 
Now frcude, (quml he)if evirloTtbm 
KalhbeneTlbubMlrilllidwMtM^ 
Nedn; thaa pemlochocniillB 
'I'd hidiD frn thy frendc lb grele a'carc | 
Woil thoa nai irell thw it Un 1 Pudm 

I wnl) partake nilhtlie of ■nthjpok 
U it to be I dfie <he na comfoft, 
.^lii: iifrcnd'ii right, fothc for to fiine, 
To cuCrrpartiD WD H glad difpdtt 
Ihaveandthall; Tar true ot falfe Kpoit 
In nTon;; Jiut righl, iloTcdtheall myli 
Hide nui thy wo from me, but tcU it bli 

'I'han em iJiii forowfuU rtoiiua to Gl 
And faiid liiin tlius; God live it be my 
To tillin the, for (itbe it maic the like 
Vi'C wull I tetlit the ihnugh mj hetteb 
And ivcll wntc I Ihuu maiell do me no T 
Sut ic<l thou .Irme that 1 trufl nat to [h< 
Now hcrl:in (ri'iidr, fur thus it ftant wh 

Ldvl', ayaiR th..' whichc who fo dcfe 
I!lm fclvin mnOc him sldirlca availcth, 
V.'ilh JLTpcirc fo fore!)- me nflendiih 
'I'lialftm^'ht unto the deth minehrrty 
Thereto dellre fo breiioinKly me'affaile 
'iViat to \>ia iljiii it wereagretirioie 
To Eie than ting ot Greet loVt»4Tc 



in. Ttn fully frciiile Pandirc, 
1 foiod, for now wmtA thnu my wo, 
le Vove Of Go4 roy coMt care 
I well, I luldc ii ncr ID yno, 
mis mighlio fulowen mn than two 
ere widf bill bothnu in gUdnvlTfr, 
let RIB florvc uiikiiDwc of my diftrflTc!. 
iow hall thou thm niJiiudely end long 
d thii fro nie, chou folc '. (qaod Pindarui) 
craven I urcthon maJL-A for toclie anc long 
I'hil minea^ifcBiidnG inaie htlpin b«. 
Tliit wtrc a wondir thing, (guodTToilm) 
7 ho II couldift nerinlAve ihyfelfin wlfT*, 
Haw diVfll mlldl thou tringin me to HilTe ? 
Vc,T™iliiB,»<H»l»efkin,C[iuodP«Dd*re.) 
1'huugh I be nice, l< happkh oflin fn, 
I1i£t one ihai ofndt dnrth full iU tae 
B y gnilc con nroile ua Iccpc hig frend tbcrtro ; 
I lure my fclf yfeinff abljndf man go 
There n he fell *hioh that tould lokin wide : 
^/,U mil, ih a mfi man ,/,hmJt. 

A wbctlloaii Ii no kCTTiDg iuflMiItioit, 
But yet it oialdih Oiarpe hcrving tolis; 
And iflhoa woft that I have aught mifwent 
Efchue ihuu chat, for Tnchc thing to Tchole ii, 
Thus otiin wife tn«n ben wariti by folii: 
If thou fo do thy wic Ii irellbevucd\ 
^ ill imirarf'ii toirj (iinj diclarld. 
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For how might etrir fwctnelTe have be know 
Tu hijniliat nevir taflid bittirnefie f 
No man ne wot what gladneiTe is I trowe 
I'hat nevir was in forowe* or fome diflreile ; 
Eke white by black * by ihame eke worthines; 
£che fet by othir more for otbir femeth. 
At men mate fene, and fo the wife it demeth. 644 

Si the thus of two contraries is o lore, 
I that in loye fo oftin have afiayed 
Grevauncis ought to connin well the more 
Counfailin the of that thou art difmaied. 
And eke the ne onght not ben ill apaied 
I'hough 1 dcfirin with the for to here 
Thine hevie charge ; it (hall the laife the dere* 6^ t 

I wote well that it farid thus by me 
. As to my brothir Paris an heirdeife 
Whiche that yclepid was Oenone 
Wrote in a complaint of her hevinefie; 
Ye fawe the lettir that (he wrote I geife* 
Naie, nevir yet iwis (quod Troilus.) 
Now (quod Pandore) herkinith, it was thus. 6j 8 

Phoebus, that firil found art of medicine, 
((^od (he) and coud in every wight'is care 
Remedy* and rede by herbis he knewe fine, 
Yet to himfelf his conning was full bare. 
For love had him fo boundin in a fnare. 
All for tlie doughter of the King Admete, 
That all his craft nc coud his forowe betCtr 665 



E^/I. tBOii-uaAHBCRssEior, 117. 

Righl fo fare I ; unhappily for me 
t love one bell, and liinl me Imerlith fore, 
And yet pwinmrE 1 tm rede the 
And Dii my !>d(; repre»e thnu me no more, 
I hive DO cuufc [ mote well for to fnce 
Ai daeih an hankc that Uaitb for en plsj'e, 
Bui to ihinc htlpc yet fomwhac can i (aie. 6;» 

And ofa thing light Hkjr maieft thou be, 
That certain for to dyio in the pain 
That r Ihall aevir mo difcovir the, 
Ne by my itouch 1 ktpe aai to reArain 
The fro ihy lose, although it were HcEcin, 
Thil i( ihy brolhit'swifc, if I it wift. 
Be whal Die 1»i and love hcc ai the lift. 679 

Tlicnfure at frendfulliche in me sCure, 
And tell me pUlle whit ie thine mchcfon 
And fulfil caufe of wo that ye endure, 

N'aBnat to yausf ri-prehealion 

A mau to bve liU that himlift to leve. 6U 

I And therefore weii:h wel that both ben vicis, 
L MiftruflmallorellisBllheleie; 
f But welll-wotcthenicncufitno »iceii, 
Ai for to trullin fome wighc i»i prove 
Of trouth, and fbnhy wontd 1 fain rem eve 
Thy wrong, coneeipt, aoddo die (ome wight trurt 
Thf wat«Kll,ioilteUii|eiftlulaft. <y^-v 
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Yet Troilpt for al this no Worde (aide, 
But long he laie as flill as he ded were. 
And afitir this with fiking he abraide, 
And to PuidariM voice he lent his ere, 
And up his eten caft he ; and than in fere 
Was Pandarus lefte that in a frenfeye 
He fhould yfal, or ellis fone deye ; 728 

And faid, Awake, full wondirliche and (harpe ; 
"What flombrift thou as in a lethargy f 
Or art thou like an afie unto the harpe. 
That herith foun, whan men the ftringis ply. 
But in his mind of that no melodie 
JMaie finkin him to gladin, for that he 
80 dull 18 in his beilialite ? 735 

And with this Pandare of his vordis {lent, 
But Troilos to him no thing anfwerde ; 
For why ? to tellin was nought his entent 
Ner to no man for whom that he fo ferde, 
For it is faid, Afen malin ofte ayerde 
IVitb <wbub tbt makir is bimfelfr ibeten 
In fondrie manir, as thefe wife men treten . 744 

And nam^liche in his counfaile telling 
That toudiith love, that ought to hen fccre. 
For of himfelfe it woU inough out fpring,. 
But if that it the bet governid be ; 
Eke fomtime it is crafte to feme to fle 
Tto thing which in tStdit men hnntin fade : 
^ this g^ TiCoirus in his |ierte cail^. 7 \% 
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Bat nsthcif ni- whin he hid bude hiic trie . 
Awak. hcg^iD tDfiliewnnilirrare, 
Andlkrd, My frendc, Jtbough that Aill I Iitf< 
In un nut dcfr^'^ now pcre. and crid no laorc^ 
For I have hdrd: ihy vordis and (hy lore, 
But iafbr me my fortune to hewaitcu, 
P«C ihy pravcibii may noiighi me av»ilc(!; 

Eke I D'il Dot ben cnHd ; I woO lUc I 
Wbac kDowb I oftbe QaeiKNiciket 
Let be cbine olda cnfunplii, I die pre^ 
No, frende, (quod Pandarna) therfore I fef 

Suche is debte of folii tobcwcpe 

Thcr wo, but to ftkin bote the! re kept. .( 

Nowknowl thst there refun ID the biletht 
But lellilh nie, if 1 wide nhat Ihc were 
For whome that the al niif«Tinture*ileth 
Durlle thou truft that I Inlde i( in her ere 
Thy wo, fiih thou darft not thy felfe for fere, 
Andhcrbefoughton iheto han fomeroutbe,' 
Why nay, (quod he ) by Gad and hy ay trmitkc ' 

What! nut a>berily(qoodPandini») 
At though mine cwai life lay in thit cede f 
Why no. parde, Sir,(quod[hi)Tniilum.) 
And why ? For that thou Ihouldifl hevlr fpedc' 
Woil thuu that well ? Ye, that is out of drede, 
, i^iiod Troilus) for all that er ye conne 
^•1 wok to no [ucbe mi^'.cH^ i^ I he n-eonciji^B 
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* \ 

(Quod PuidaitM) Alas ! what may this be 
That thon ^^mind art thus caofikflc ? 
What ! If ftdt aat thy Udy f BentJUiii I 
How woUthov lb that thoa art gradlefle \ 
Suche evil it notalwaie botdkfle ; 
Why pot not thus impofiible thy core. 
Sithe thing to come is ofte in avintore ? 784 

1 grauntin well that then endorill wo 
As fliarpe as doth he Tityns in hell, 
Whofe ftomake Ibnlis tirin evir mo 
That hightia Vnkiiris, as bokis tell ; 
But I may not endorin that thou dwe^ 
In fo unikilful an t^inion 
That of thy wo n*is no curacion ; 79 1 

But onb n'ilt thou for thy cowarde herte. 
And for thine ire and folt(h wilfulnefle. 
For wantruil tellin of thy forowe* fmerte, 
Ne to thine own^ helpe do beilnefie 
As moche as fpeke a worde ye more or leiTe, 
Bat lieft as he that of life nothing retche : 
What woman living coude loye fuchea wrrtche ? 7 9^ 

What may (he deniin othir of thy dethe, 
Yf thou thus die, and (he n*ot why it i3. 
But that for fere is yoldin up thy brethe 
For Grekis ban be(iegid as iwis \ 
lA>rd ! whidi a tbanke (halt thou have than of this ! 
■Thus wol (he faine, and ai the toune atones, 
'\ is ded, the di vel have his bones ! 




ThnunaaillE ilone her: wepe, and cite, and kudc 
And lo*e s wooiui Ibtt Ac woie it uought, 
AuJ Die wol quilt it thai chou fhalt Dot fcle, 
t'nbnaw uolcill, lodlill chat ia unbugln. •* 

VIisl! nianvaniaa huh love fnldeTeaboiiglil' ,1 
Twenty winlir tliat hi. l»dy tie w " ^ 



Or he recreaitnie ti.r his owni ten«. 
Or jlain liimfcif, M be hia l^die (aire ? 
Naie, naie ; but a in ODC be frclh md greoc. 
To Tcrre nod love »y his dcre hen' i< queoe. 
And thinlii^ it is a guerdcne her to ferve 
A thoufande Inldc more than he can dcferre. 

And of that worde toke hedcTroilus, 
And thought anone what folic he nat in. 
And how ihu lolhehim fay Id Pandaruii, 
That for ID ll.ien himfelf might he not win, 
Sut bothe to doen unTiinnhsdc and > Gam, 
Aiid of hisdeih his ladie aought la witr. 
For of hii v/a God wot She kncwe full iji,^ 

And Hith [hat thought he gui Sal fore (a I 
And faied, AUb! what is nic heft to doe? 
TowhoniPandareanrwerid, [fthc Hke 
The bcil is that ihou tell me aU thy wo, 
Andhavemytrouth but if thou find it fo 
1 be Cliy bote or that it benfuiliong 
To ntcit doe ms dtiweawlllthiii hou; 
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Ye, fo faiefb thoa, (quod Troilus) alas! 
But God wot it is oaught, the rachir fo 
Full harde it were to helpin in this caas. 
Tor well finds t that Fortune is my fo, 
Ne all the men that ridin con or go 
Maie of her cruill whole the harme withilond, 
For as her lift flie plaicth with fre and bond. 840 

(Qnod Pandanis)Than blamift thon Fortune 
*J7or thou art wroth ye now at erft I fe ; 
Woll thou not wel that Fortune is commune 
To every manir^gbt in fnme degre f 
And yet thou hail this comfort, lo ! pardc, 
That as her joyis motin ovirgono 
fio mote her forowes paifm everichone. "84 7 

For if her whele fiint any thing to toume 
Than cefiith fhc Fortune anone to be ; 
Now fith her whelc by no waie maie fojourn 
What wqil thou of her mutabilite t 
Right as thy felf iuil ihe well done by the, 
Or chat (he be nought ferre fro thiue helping, 
•Paravinturc thou haft caufe for to fing. 854 

And cherfore woft thou what I the befechc ? 
J.et be thy wo and tournlng to the grounde, 
For who fo lifte have heling of his leche 
To him bihovith fu^unwrie his wounde ; 
To Cerberus in hell aie be 1 bound, 
Were it uke for my fuftir all thy forowe, 
JSy my godc will ihe ihould be thine to mcrowe. 861 
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Loke up I faie, and tell me what Que is 
Anone, that I male gone about thy ncde. ^ 
Know I her aught \ for my lore tell me this. 
Than would I hope the rathir for to fpede. 
Tho gan the veine of Troilus to blede. 
For hi wat hit, and woze all redde for fliame. 
Aha ! (qood Pandare) here beginnith game. 868 

And with that worde he gao him for to (hake, 
And faied him thus ; Fhefe, thou ihalt her name tdli 
But tho gan fely Treilus for to quake. 
As though men Ihould ban had him into hel, 
And faiedy Alas ! of all my wo the well 
Than is my fwete foe callid Crefeidc ; 
And well nigh with that word for fere he deide. 87^ 

And whan that Pandare herd her nam^ neven, 
Lorde ! he was glad, and fayid, Frend fo dere. 
Now fare a right, for Jov*is name in heven 
Love hath befet the well : be of gode chere/' 
For of gode bame, and wifedom, and manere, 
She hath inough, and eke of gentillncffe : 
If ihe be faire thou woft thy fclf I gelTe. 88a 

Ne nevif feie I a more bounteous 
Of her eilate, ne gladdir, ne of fpeche 
A frendlier, de none more gracious 
For to doe well, ne lafie had nede to fechc 
What for to doen, and all this bet to eche 
In honour to as ferre as (he may flretche : 
A king'is herte femith by her's a wretche. 889 



Aiidlk#d^M« <if gode comfortethou be, 
IPor censHirty tiWe flrlli {lotme U th» 
-Of DoUe iM^, «uS trcile ordaior die 
A mantO'faMt^Ge'wkli bimfetfo iwit; 
So ougktift thov^fMr^oiig^t btft gode it it 
To lovin wettnd in t wortJiy place ; 
The ought ndfe toYlepia it )iappe btft grace* 896 

And alfo-ehinlEe, andtherwkkgladdiD the. 
That dth thy- ladfveituour-itafU, * 
So foloweth it tfhat there it fome j^ • ' 
Amongit all thefeothif in goAen^ 
And for thei U thtftth^ iofpeciaH • < - 
Requirift tteoght diacis ayen bet bime, 
7or Venae ftretchith not himfeHe to ihame. 903 

Bat wd it Wie that cvir I was boitM 
That thoB Mot art in fo gode a phKto, 
For by nay trouth in lore I dsrft hare ftirorne 
The fliould nevir have tiddc fo fsiro a grace t 
And wodyon why ^ for thoa were wont to chace 
At Lore in (borne, andfordifpitehim call 
Saint Idiote, lorde of thefe fertis all. 9 10 

H6w ottht haft thou madin thy nice japes? 
And faied that Lo v*it fervattntes ererichone 
Of nicete benSrery godd'ift ape*, 
And fomeof them would monehe th^mete alone 
Liigging a bedde, and make 'hem for to grone. 
And feme thou faidift had a blauncbe fevere, 
And praidift God thct (hoald nevir kercre i -9 1^^ 
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For thilke groood that berith the wcdis wi^!:.: 
Bereth eke thefe wholfome herbis as fuil oft. 
And nexte to the foole nettle rough aod thiol: e 
The rofe ywexith fote, and fmothe, and foft. 
And next the valey u the h\\\ aloft. 
And next the dcrkd night is the glad morowe, 
Arid alio joi^ is next the fine of forowe. 951 

Now loke that well attenipre be thy bridell, 
And for the beft aie fuffre to the tide, 
Or ellis all our labour is on idell : 
He baflitb rvdl that wfely can a^de. 
Be diligent and true, and aie well hide : 
Be luftie, ire : perfeYer in fervlfe, 
And all is well if thou werke in this wile : 959 

But he that partid is in every place 
Is no where whole, as writin clerkis wife ; 
What wondir is if foche one have no grace f 
Eke woft thou how it fareth of fome fcrvife f 
As plant a tre or herbe in fondrie wife, 
And on the morowe pull it up as blivc, 
No wondir is though it niaie nevir thrive. 966 

And fith the god of Luve hath the bellowed 
In place digne unto thy worthinefie, 
Stonde fad, for to a gode port hail thou rowed. 
And of thy felf for any hevineflc 
Hope alwaie well; for but if drerineffe 
Or nvirhafl doe our bothe labour ihende 
1 hope of thib to makin a gode ende. 977. 




Bat berlM, Pandire. imorde, for I nc 
Thit thou in ms wendift fo j;«tc fblJe 
Thattn iT.y lady IdeiiriD tholde 
iMttuuchiih humc nciny vilame. 
For dredilafTe me were leuir ca die 
TluDlhcafmewiglicellJtiiiKlcHlade ' 
Sal thai tliat mighi yioisnin into gode, 

Tho luugb tliio Pandirc, anil anon anrm 
Andl ihy li'jtuw'?fiL'! na wight doth bulfe; J 
I DcnogbtDMalcbatigh&ttlhMeMidWt^ i*' 
Hdw that thou faieft : but f*iinp«l, t wal^v*^ 
Adieus hcgUdjGodfpcdevtbMWtWBl- ' 
YeveniethiiUboorindihiibuliiKfro ' i ' 

And of my fpEdebe ihine >1 iherwceaei. ,1 

Tho Tioilut on knees gan douD« no f»Hi ' . 
(And Pandare In bii armii beote him fift^ ..i 
And f>id<:,Nowc fie upon tbeOrckia Bill ' 
Vet pirdt Gad fhat hdiun at tha laO, , 
And d[edil<:ire if that my life roa^ l»fl, i ' ' 
And GodlofonK, la! fome of 'hem iha] fmerwi ' 
And yet me'athinkclhthatthitaiUDStiDi'sflat 

And now, Pandare, I can no tnorifay, 
But thoD wile, thou waft ihoamMAithoauCt 
My life, niydeth, bole in thine honde t lay; 
KcEpemc [quod he.) Yes, by my tronth I (hal, 
<>od yelilc ihe, (rende, and ibit in fpscia], 
((juikI Troilui) that t boil me reconnmRnitde 
I'o her thM Taxj tne Us tlb.c islSx cc 
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This fndftm-tko, defiroui to Sent 
Hit fill fread^ ibofittit in dutflMBere ; 
Tarwd, and tUnkc I wol tky thiake ddEbnrr, 
Have here my troiith» and that thtm ihalc well here : 
And went his way thinking on this matcrc^ 
And how he heft might her bdechc of grace. 
Ami find a lefure tbcrto-alBd a jslace. 1064 

For every wight that hath a houfc to found 
He rennith nat the werke £or to heginne 
With rakil honde, but he wol bide a Hound, 
And fende his hert*is line out fro within, 
Thui aldirfirfthis purpofe for to winne. 
As this Pandaros in his hert*is thought 
Did cali his werke foil wifely er he ikrroiight. z 7 1 

But TiptluB lay tbo no lengir doun, 
But up anon gat upon hia llede baie. 
And in the felde he phyidthe lioon ; 
Wo was that Grcke that with him met that daie : 
And in the toune hit manir tho forthe aie 
60 godely was, and gat him fo in grace. 
That eche him loved that loknl in his face. xc;^8 

For he hecamin the moil fimdly wighc. 
The gentilift, and eke the moiU fire. 
The tniilyift, and one the befte knight. 
That in his time was or ellis might be : 
Ded were his japis and his cruilte, 
X>cd his high porte and all his manir ilraunge, 
And echo of *hem gan for a vertue chaunge. io8j 
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Now let us ftint of Troilut a ftooode. 
That farith like a man that hurt is fore. 
And is fomdele of aking of his wounde 
Yleflid wel, bat helid no dele morei 
And aR an efy pacient the lore 
A bite of him that goth about his cure, 
And thus he drivith forth his avinture. XC94 

Efcf licit lihtr primus. 



PROCEMIUM LIBRI SECUNDI, 

Out of thefe blacke wawis let us faiie, 

O winde, o wiqde ! the wedir ginnith clere. 

For in the fe the bote hath fuche travailo 

Of my conning that unneth 1 it flere: 

This le depe I the tempeftous matere 

Of dc'pe difpaire that 1 roilus was in ; 

But now of hope the kalendis begin. 7 

O lady mine, that callid art Clio! 
Tliou be my fpede fro this forthe, and my Mufe, 
To rime wel thik Boke til I have do; 
Me nedith here none othir art to ufe ; 
For why ? to every lovir I me' ezaife 
That of no fcntiment 1 this endite, 
But out of Latin in my tonge it writc« I^ 

6 



^jlhave DeithirltiEnke DC blame 
farktf but prate you mcluly 
r meif Biiy wordebelinu, 
mauauurfMyjdfofjylj 
tgh I ipeka al love <ialclkig]y 
.idii i», far ii niuhiBgE □{ Mwe ii ; 

low eke that in futmc of fpecbeischauoge 
ID 1 tbnufanda ycre, and wurdn cho 
haUdin prife now wondir nice and ftraunge 
tiiDkich'hcm, and yet ihdrpatc 'henilb, 
id lfC(Idcu«<dinlove aBmcananrdo; 
EC far to wiania love in fondry agei 
.11 fuii^ry 1oih1» foDilry ben ufagea. i 

And farthy if it hippe in any wile 
Thai htrg be ucyltiir in ihit place 
Thitl herli-cncth, u the (loty wul Jevife, 
liuwTruiluman: to fait ladic'i grace, 
j\nd thinbufafo a'olde I nut love purcliice, 
Oi wondritb on biifpecbe urbiidoyng, 
I d'oc, but it it to nu no wundriug: 3 

1-oc t lery wi||ht Tirluche that to Rome y wtct 
Halt nst a pathe ac alv^y a cuancre -, 
Kite ia Ibmc kinde irere il the gaaie yHKDt 
Yf ihat mcQ l^dt iu luvc as men dan hcte. 
As chui, io ojiHi doyng or in ehere, 
la viCciog, in forme, orfjiiiuurbwei', 
FDrthB.niejiliin;,i:.f;;3„„I,<LcilbU<lii-iuti, 
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Eke (cariely ben there in this placd thre 
That have in love fiud like and done in al. 
For to this porpofe this maie likin the. 
And the right nought, yet al is done or flial i 
£kc feme men ^xwc in tre, fome in ftone wal. 
As it becide : bat fith I have begoone, 
Mine authour (ball 1 folow as I koonc 49 



£x/>Itcit 
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I N May, that mothir is of monethis glade. 
That the frc(he floaris all, blew, white, and rede, 
Ben quicke ayen that wintir ded had made. 
And full of baame is Acting every mode, 
\\'han that Phcebas doth his bright bemis fpred 
Right in the white Bole, right fo it betidde. 
As f flial doge, on May *is day the thridde, 
That Pandarus, for all his wif^ fpeche, 
Fclte eke his parte of Lov*is (hottis kene, 
I'hat coude he ner fo well of loving preche 
It made his hewe al daie ful oftin grene; 
80 (hope it that him fill that day a tene 
In love for whiche in wo to bedde he went. 
And made er it were day full many* a went. 
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The fwalow Progne with a forowfi 
VThao morow come, gan make her w; 
'Why ihe foHhapin was ; and ever lay 
Faodare abed halfe in a flombering, 
Til ihe fo Digh him made her Mraimen 
How Tereus gan forth her fuftir take, 
That with the noife of her he gan aw; 

And to call, and dreflin him up to i 
Remembriqg him his arande was to d 
From Troilus, and eke his grcte empri 
And caj[l, and knew in gode plite Was 
To done voiage, and toke his way full 
^ Unto his nec*is paleis there befide : 
Ko w Jantis, god of Entre, thou him gi 

* Wh^n he was come unto his nec'is ] 
^ Where is my lady, to her folke (quod 

* And thei him tolde, and he forthe in % 
And founde two othir ladies fit and (h( 

^ Within a pavid parlour, and thei thre 
Herdii} a maidin *hem redin the geflte 
Of the ficge of Thcbis whilis 'hem left 
Madame, quod Pandare, God you i 
With al your boke and al the compan 
Eighe ! uncle mine, welcome iwis, (qi 
Ajid up (he rofe, and by the honde in 
She toke him fafl, and fayid,This nipl 
T© gode mote it yturne, of you I mett 
Jk,4xd with that word ihe doun on bene 
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Ye, nece, ye DiolKn larin wel the bet, 
If God wol, al thi»Tere, (^od Pandarcrs) 
But l am fory that f have you let 
To herkin of your boke ye prai^n thus ; 
For Godd*is Iotc what faith it ? tcJ it us : 
Is it of love ? fome gode ye may mc lere. 
Uncle, (quod ihe) your maiilrefTe is nat here. 9S 

With that tbei gonnio laii^h, and tho ihe feide, 
This romaunce is of Thehis that we rede, 
And we have herd how that King I^ius derde 
Through Oedipus his fonne, and all the dede; 
And here we ftintin at thefe letterBredc 
How the biftiop, as the boke can ytell, 
Amph iorax, fill through the gro«nde to h«n . 105 

(Quod Pandarwt) AH thi* know ! my fclve. 
And al th*aifi«ge of Fhebis and the carCy 
For h<ro£ ben riiere makid bokis nvel? tf : 
But let be this, and tell me how yt (MH i 
Do* way your barbe, and ihew your fid b^re; 
Do* way your boke : rife up and let us daunce» 
And let us done to Mav fome obfervaunce« III 

Eighc! Godfortyid! (quodflie.) What! be ye mod f 
Is that a widowe*s life, To God you fave ? 
Parde you makin me right fore adrad; 
Ye bene fo wilde it femith as ye rx^t : 
It fat me wel bettir aic- in a cave 
To bide, and rede OA holy faintis Kyes } 
J^€( m£idiD8 goa to «launce and yott|^ m^t»; \i^ 
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Ucvir tliri^tl (^od this Pandurot) 

;coQldellicl«t]iiiigto(UMiyoapbf. 
am UDck dere (qood (he) tellith it nt 
>r Godd'it love : is than th* afliegc Aweie? 
im of Grckts ferde fo that I deie. 
ay, nay, (qvodhe) at evir iilote I thrive 
9 a thing weibettir than foche five. 126 

Ye, holy God ! (quod ibe) what' thing is that ? 
Iiat? bettir than fodie five \ Eighe! nay xwia 
iral this world ne can Ireifinwhat 
ihould ybte 3 fome jape I trowe it is I 
nd hot yonr felvin tel ns what it la 
[y wit if for to* arede it al to Icne : 
ahelpemeOodln'otwhatthatyemene. I55 
And I your bwow; ne ner flial (quod he) 
bis thio(^ be tolde to yoo, asmote I dirive. 
nd why £0, uncle mine, why lb \ (qnod ihe.) 
f God (quod he) that wol L ul as blive» 
us proudir woman is there none on Kve, 
nd ye it wifte, in al the tonne of Troie : 
le jape nat, io evir have I )oie. I40 

Tho gan Ibe to vrondrin more than before 
tboiifaode,£ulde, and doune her e3rin caft, 
ir ne vir fithe the time that flie was bote 
9 knowin thing defirid flie lb &ft, 
od with a fike (he laid him at the hft, 
c»w, onde mine, I n'il you not di{p\ele^ 
itMOun thMt thsu may do you ^c£e. ^ ^"^ 



J^t TftOXtnS AND ClBSttOB. JhhlT^ 

So aftir tins tvlth many wordis glade 
And frcndly taH», and with mcry there, 
Of this and that thei fpeke, and goooin wmde 
In many an unkonth, glad, and depe, matere. 
As frendis done whan thci ben met ifere. 
Til (he gan aikin him how HcAor ferde, 
That was the tonn'is wall and Grekis yerde. 154 

Ful wel, I thanke it God, faide Pandarns, 
Save in his arme he hath a litle woande ; 
And eke his frelhd brothir Troilus, 
To the wife MTorthy Hcd»r the fecounde. 
In whom that every vertue lifle habonnde, 
As allc trouthe and alld gentilnefie^ 
WiTcdome, honopr, fredome, and worthineflc. x6 1 

In gode faith, erne, (quod ihe) that likith me 
Thei farin wel ; God favc *hem both^ two ! 
For trewliche i holde it a grete deinte 
A king' is fonne in armis wel to do, 
And be of gode condicions therto. 
For gret^ powir and moral vertuc here 
Is felde ifene in one perfone ifere. 16S 

In gode faith that is fothe, (qaod Pandarus) 
But by my trouth the king hath fonnis twey, 
That is to reme Hctftor and Troilai, 
That certainly though that I ihonld ydcy 
Thci ben as voidie of vie is, dare I fey, 
Am an/ men that liviD nndir fonne \ 
Thcr might h i^idc iknqw and vhU lYitv cotLHt. \i ^ 
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* 

Of HeAor bedhb aoifaipg for to ul ; 

lU tfaU woildpdferriiHt a Bettir ktJght 

luD he, dut IS of wortfiinefi^ the wel, 

nd he wei mere of ^ertae hath than might, 
.liis knowkh many' a wife and worthy koight : 
And the fame prife of Troilus I fey : 
Gdd heipe roe fol knosmot ftrche twey. i8ft 

Parde (qtiod Ihe) of Hedor that n fothe. 
And of Troiluichc^me thing trow«i, ■ 
For dredileffe men trllicb that he dothe 
In armit dayhy- day lb worthily, 
And berith him here at home ft> gcfltly 
To evdry wight, that a1 prifc hath he 
Qf them tbat me wert levifl praifid he. 189 

Ye fsy right fotht iwii^ (<}aod Pandarae) 
For yefterday who fo had with him Vea 
Mightin have "virofidrid opon Troilua, 
For ne vlr yet fo thicke a fwarmc of been 
Ne flewe at Orekit from him ganoin fleen, 
And through the firlde in every wight'ii era 
There wat no crie hut Troilot is there ! I96 

How here now there he hnntid 'hem fo fail 
There n'as but Grekis Mode and Troilas; 
Now him he hurt, and him al doan he caft ; 
-Aye where he vTCOt it wai arrayid that; 
He was ther deth, and (hcldc and life for as. 
That as that day ther doril him none w'wVfiLfxAe. 
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And {(the the end is ^Ycry tal*is fkreDgthy 
And this matlr is fo behoYil/, 
What (hoald I paint or drawin it on length 
To you that hen my frende fo faithfully i 
And with that worde he gan right inwardly 
Beholdin her, andiokin in her face^ 
And faide^Onfuche a mirrour inuche gode grace \%i^ 

Than thpughthe thus, if I my tale endite 
Ought harde^ or make a procefTe any while. 
She fiial no favour have therin hut lite, 
And trowe I would her in my wil begtiei 
For tendif wittis wenin al be wile 
Wher as thei con nat plainliche undirfkond ; 
Forthy her wit to founin wol I fohde ; 973 

And loki^.dn her in a befy wife, 
And (he was ware that he behelde her A) : 
Ah, Lorde ! (quod (he) fo fade ye meavi£e^ 
Sawe ye m0 ner er now ? what, iay ye no I 
Yes, yes; (quod he) and bet wol er I go ; 
But by my trouth I thpughtin nowe if yd . 
Be/ortunatct for now men ihal it fe. I80 

For eyel^ wight fome godely avintore 
Somtime is ihape, if he it can receive^ . 
But if that1),i^ 1)*^ take of it no cure 
When that it cometh, but wilfully it weive, 
I.o, neither caff nor Fortune, him deceive, 
But Tight his owne flouth and wretchidntlTe ; 
Andfuchc a wigbt Ufdr to Jb|am<i I idJ«. *tt 



rintnre, oMlcocce! have ye 
f fbundin, »id yc cocne it take; 
Ac love of Gild and ekfofme 
t aoone. left »»inture yflake : 
ihould 1 \enga priKclTc of i[ niak< ? 
me your bond, for in lhi> world ii qodc, 
it you lilt, 1 wight lb wdhe^n. 3 

intl lithe I fpckc u{ gade curencioun, 
1 1 to you hive lolde wel here beforoe, 

iiaoy crelurein tiie worldr iborne, 
■y al ihe othii that 1 have you fworite 

And ye be nrotfae Iherfore, or wece 1 lie, 

Ncfhal i never fcDt youeftewith eie. 3 

Beth tilt aga&e. nequakiih iial;wherto? 

Ne chauDgith nit for ferf Co your hewe. 

For handily the viorCt of thii it do; 

And [hough myule as now bclo you ncwe. 

Yet tiull alwaie ye Ihal me fiodin trewe; 

And were it thing that me thunght onfitting 

To you nc would! nofuchtslti bring. 3 

Nowe. my godtcme.for Godd' it level pray 

(Quod Ihe) come of and tel me what it is, 

Forbothc lamagalL whatyc wot lay, 

And eke me lun^ith it to wit iwis. 

For whethir it he wel or be amis 

Say 00: let mc not in this fere ydwei. 

So wol 1 Joue : now tetkenilh ( Rva,\«.\. 




Now necu nioe, the king' 
The gode, tbewire,t)iiworiii)i, frefit anil In, 

Whifhealwaj (urto dcme wcl iBhii noim 
The noble Tiuiloi. fo luvith tlic 
Thaibut ^ehclpeicTTol hit bane yljE, 
X.q! liETCUkliwhatlhouUiuI saaielsj! 
Qoih what you liA ID mike liim lire aiiej. ', 

But if ye 1« him dye 1' 
HaTeheromylrouthe, 01 
Al Ihould I with thii knife my throtc kEMiol * 
With that the tcris butfl oBt of hi* eyen 
Add fikide, if that ye done ui both tu dieo 
Tfius giltUeffr, ibu) fasie ye filbidttuxi 
Whit mcndelhityou though thit we bothipiial 

Alaa! he whidietkatii my brde&dtM^ 
That trewj tBin, tbu noble gentle kn^tet - ' 
That naught dcGtilh but yoBtfreadlychei^ 
I fe him dyin, thtre he goth upri^i^ 
Andhafiilhhtmwil^albiifuUt Bkigjht 
Fur to ben Bkine, i£ hit fDrtnne aOeatc i 
Ali3 that Cod yvB fuche a beantc torn ! 

If it be lb diat ye fb crnil be 
TJiat uf bii detb you lillith noi^u Is retclt. 
That it fu Irene aiid wonhy ai we ft, 
Non^oic thanofaiafntoriwretcli. 
If yc be fuche, your heaucc may nat Oretc^ 
To make amende* of fo cruill B dctle : 
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Wo vwthe the £ure gemmc that is vertulcfTj ! 
Wo worthetlntlierbe dToAat doth no bote! 
Wo worth the heaiite that is routhdiefle ! 
Wo worth that wight that trede eche imdir fote ! 
And ye that hen of beaote croppe and rote, 
If therwiihal in 3^011 ac be no toothe • 
Than is it hanne ye livin, by my oronthe. 350 

Ami aUbjAanke wel that this is no ;aadc. 
For me were levir-thou, and I, and he. 
Were hongid than that 4 ihould ben his baude, 
Ai high as men might on as al liir: 
1 am thine ene; the ihane were nnto me 
As wel as the if that I ihould alTcot 
Through mine abet that he thine faonourihcnt. 557 

Nuw uttdirilonde, for I yonnoug^xt inquire 
To biiide youloJnm^thoroDgh nobehcil 
Save Doe, that yt makin him hettir chere 
I'han ye ban dsn cr this and more fefte. 
So that his life be ^td at the lefle. 
This al and fome is plainly our entente : 
Cod helpe me fo I nevir othir mente. 364 

I<o ! this requeil is nought but flcil xwisy 
Ne doute of refon parde isthcre none t 
I fet the worft that ye dredin ; this is, 
Men would woodir to fene him come and gone : 
Ther ayenift anfwerc I thus anop.e, 
That every wight, but he be £b!e <;f kinde, 
Wol dcme it love of frcndlbip in his minde. 371 

Fefumc VllI, K 
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The klag'is fule i< wont, to cr[e aloudc. 
Whan that he ihiiiketb a woman bcrtth her 
So longe mote jre livin, and all prnude. 
Til crow'ii fMc! gmwin undir your eic. 
And IcDde yaa than i mirin -i prie 

:h that ye liiay Ic you , mocrowi 



Ncce, (bidluiiiW 
» he !iia\ 



With 






aad CiCi adounc [he he 
And flie begin to breft and wepc anoue. 
And [iiie, Aljafur wo i why n'tre I ded ,' 
Fnr of [hit world the faith it alagonc : 
Alas! what Ihuldin flraungc un[o me done 
When he that for my belle frende 1 wendc 
RedithnieloTewhoOiu!di:i[oiedefeade.' 

Alai' t would have [ruUid dontile) 
That if that L thraujch my difavinturc 
Had loTid .'Ithit bin. or Achilla. 
He^or, nr an}' oihir manir crctnrc. 



rehadn< 






who may it 



On me, but ilwiie h» 

Thiifaircworlde,alaE 
Whaliinlbiaaltiie 
Is ihis your rede ? is ihii n^ hlisful caai 
U thitths very niede of your beEiefi ^ 
'- thii al paintid procelTe {aid (alat ! ) 
ght for this fine? 'i lady mine Pallaa, 
1UU in chii diedcful cafe f.>r me purve 
Jo iiQailicd am I that 1 dey. 
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With that Ihc gan ful fotGrnfuliyto-Bkc : 
Ah ! may it be no bet ? (Qnod Pandavus) 
By God 1 ihali no more come here thrs weke, 
And God to-forne, that anv n^ftraftid Chut; 
I fc wel now ye fettin hte of us 
Or of ourdetb, alas ! I,^voful wretche» 
lAight he yet lave of me were nou^t to^rttche. 434 

O onuLgiod o£Dcth, dtfpitous Marta ! 
O Furies thre ollwl! ^ii you I crie, 
So let me ner oot of thie hoofe departe 
Yf that I mcnt or barme or Tilanic; 
But fithe I fe my lortle m«ce nedi»die, 
And I with him^bcve I me ihri vv^ ami fey, 
Tbat wickidlyyc done us bothe to dey. 44^ 

But fithe it likitb yon that I be ded» 
By Neptunus, tfcat god ittof the Se, 
Fro this forthe ihal I nevir etift bted 
Til that I mine own hert'is-blode mate fe. 
For certaine 1 i9ol die as fone as he : 
And up he (lerto^ aftd-on hiB wary heraoght. 
Til ihe a^aine hkn by the feppe ycangbt. 448 

Crei'cidc, whkh chat wd nigh ftarfe for fef e, 
So as fae was aye the moft fere&ll wif ht 
That mightin be, and herde eke with her ere. 
And fawe the foro'wful erseft of the knight. 
And in his prifyir fawe eke aon nnrigkt. 
And for the-harme eke that- might faliin more, 
S^icgun to rcwe, zu^ dreddc h«r wcodir fere : 45^ 
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And thus (he thought ; unhappis £aUin thicke 
Al day for love, and in fuche manir caas 
Ai men ben crniJl in 'hem (dfe and wicke; 
And if this man He here himfelfe, alas ! 
In my prefence, it n'il be no folas: 
What men would of it deme I can nat fay; 
It aedith me full Highly for to play. 46% 

And with a ibrowful figbe ihe iaide thrie, 
Ah, Lofdel meitbetiddcaibrychaimcey 
For mine eflate lieth in a jeopardie^ 
And eke mineenx*it life lieth in balannce; 
But nath^lcfle with Godd*itgovlmannce 
I ihal ib done mine honour flul 1 kepe, 
Aodekehiali£B,andiUntinforto wepe. 469 

Ofhatmh Hoc tie UJft ufortt tb^ei 
Yet had I levir makin him god< chere 
In honour than mine em*i» life to lefe ; 
Ve faine ye nothing ellis me requere. 
No, wis, (quod he) mine owne nece ia dere ! 
Now wel, (quod (he) and I wol don my paine ; 
L flial mine herte ayen my luft conilraine. 476 

But that I n*il nat holdin him in honde, 
Ne loYe a man, that can I naught ne may, 
Ayenft my wil« but ellis wol I fbnde. 
Mine honour fave, plefe htm fro day to day; 
rherto n*olde 1 not onis have faide nay 
But that I dredde as in my fantafie ; 
But Cejfe canfe and ate ttjjitb maladig, A^E ^ 



Sonc aftv that bcfbne we far to kpr 
And oft in Kith oar dircu to and fro, 
Till at the Uft he byid he would flepa, 
AndoD the gnffe adonne he laicd hin the; 
And I aflir gta mmin to and fro. 
Till thit I h(rd, ■• I wilkid alone. 
How he began fnll wofuUy to grone. j 1 3 

Tho gan 1 ftalke himflU foftlf behinde, 
And Ckirlf , the Ibthj for to (tint. 
As I ciD elepe aTca Dow to my miodt. 
Right thai to LoMhegan him for ta plain; 
He fayid, Lorde, haTcrOuth upoo BTf pftin; 
AH have I ben rebell in mine (ntent. 
Now (mtaemlfii) Loide, 1 me repeol. 5IJ 

O God ! that at thy difpoGcinti 
Ledill forth the Cm by joft pnrvelaDDEO 
Of every wight, my lowe confeffioa 
Accept in gre, and fends me Ihehe penMnce 
A* likith tbet pat from me difperaaace, 
^hat maie my ghoft depaite alwaic (i« the ; 
^lioD be my Ihilde for thy benignite. % 1 1 

Forcertii, Lorde, fa lore hath (he me wounded 
_ J Sat ftodeinhlaekawithLokimtofherrfen. 
,J-^X=»t to mine hert'ii bototnc it ii founded. 



■»»: 



vu^h which tWM that Imaflfii 



f^iai^ the wotfl, I dare me noa^t bewrien, 
"^ c2 nr ell the botif ben the gledii rede 
'^Mf'Kien'beinwricn with alhin pale uiddiii. v-i,*^ 
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With that he fmotc his hedde adoune anone» 
And gan to muttre I nat what traely. 
And I with th^t gan ftill awaie to gone* 
And lete thereof as nothing wift had I, 
And come again anon and (lode him by. 
And faied, Awake, ye flepin all to long; 
It femith me nought that Love doth you wrong 546 

That llpfHn fo that no man male you wake ; 
Who feie cvir er this fo dull a roan / 
Ye, frende, (quod he) doe ye your hedd*is ake 
For love^ ti>4l let me livin as I can : 
But though that he for wo was pale and wan 
Yet made he tho as freihe a countenaunce 
As though he 0iould have led the newd daunce. 553 

This paflid forth till now this othir dale 
It fell that I come roming all alone 
Into his chambre, and founde how that he laie 
Upon his bedde ; but man fo for^ grone 
Ne herd I nevir; and what was his mone 
Ne wift I nought, for as I was comming 
All fodainly he left his complaining, j 69 

.Of whiche 1 toke fomwhat fofpe^ion. 
And nere I come, and founde him wepe fore; 
And God ib t^lfe be my falvacion 
As I had nevir routhe of nothing more. 
For nei^hir wich engine ne with no lore 
Unnethis might I fro the deth him kepe, 
'J^hat jet fcl^ I mine hertd for him wepe. 5' 



And Oodimt Mvir fitk that t wn boms 
Wa> I b bsfi« OD nu tor M prech*. 
Neceiir *uto«igl)tIi>dcpeffirarTut, 
£r he mc told whs night ybcn UvkclM ; 
Sue not to ^untwiAoilbiifpethe, 
Or all bw wW^ w«nlii> &r to foiftie, 
Ve hid me a— gfct, h«t ft well te me titauf. 

But lot 10 fa*< hivtifc, ind cBii Banght, 
And to non liant el jaa, thm am I ibiveil; 
And for tbclavtof God that m hatit wronght 
Gochc cheic hfaa doth (hat he and Tmaie ti^en. 
Ko« have I plat to ^ob iniiM hcitc yihriTcn, 
And Gth je inxe tlwt mint esCeiiE i) clenc 
Tabehedc ihetcaf, for Dane evill I menc. 

Aud right Bo4i tftnft I ptay fo Ood hiTCje 
That han foche ome !cab);ht wkboalin set ; 
And be ye wife, m je le hire to fc; 
Well in tk« Tif)^ ihu ii the rubie fet : 
There vefw>e*ii Ivo fb mil jmet 
Whan ye ben hit ti\ whole ai he a jam I 
Th« miglity God infant tafe that faoarl 

Naie, thereof Qwke I nat. A hi! (qnodflie) 
Ai heipe me Gorfye fltcBdin every dele. 
A, mercie, deri nece ! bboh (quod he) 
What To I fpake I mem h nought but «ete, 
Ay Mara the ged that hehnid i> of fide: 
^ow bcrh not wrath, my bhide, toy neci dere ! 
4bw well (^od fhc] forycTln be h here. 




IJ* 
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HufTMlw iutui his bale ftedc 
All urmid fine kkhcdde foU richily. 
And wovodid was hit horfe, and gan to blede, 
On whiche he rode a pace full foftily; 
But foche a knightly fight, lo ! truily 
At was on him wa» nat withootin faile 
To loke on Mars, that god is of Battaile. 630 

So like a man of armis and a knight 
He was to ieoe, fulfilled of high prowefle. 
For bothe he had a bodie and a might 
To doen that thing as well as hardioefie, ' 
And eke to iiene him in bis gerd drefle, 
80 freihe, fo yong, (b wcldy, femid he, 
It was an hevin on him for to fe. 63 i 

His helme to hewin was in twentie places, 
That by a tiifiie hong his backe behinde, 
His (helde to dafhed with fwerdis and with maces. 
In whiche men might many an arowe fiode 
That thirlid had both borne, and nerfe, and rinde; 
And aie the peple cried, Here cometh our joie, 
Afkd next his.brothir holdir up of Troic ! 644 

For which he wext a little redde for ihame 
When he fo herd the peple on him crieni 
That to beholde it was a noble game 
How fobirliche he caft adoune his eycn. 
Crefeide anone gm all his chere efpien, 
And let it in her hertc fo foftly finke 
That to her felf (he iaycd, Ho ! giye me drtnkft, ^^v 
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For of her owne thought (he wcze ai redde, 
Rememhring her right thus, lo ! thi» is he 
Whichethat mine udcIc fwereth he mote be dedde 
But I on him hare mercie and pite : 
And with that ilke thought for pure fhame fhe 
Gan in her hedde to pull, and that as fail, 
While he and all the peple forth by pa£b : 6 j S 

And gan to caft and roUin up and doim 
Within her thought his excellent prowefle. 
And his eftatc, and alfu hin reooun. 
His witte, his fliape, and eke his gentihieiC; ; 
But mofce her favour was for his difire& 
Was all for her, and thought it were a routh 
*}« ilaen foche one, if that he ment^ trooth. 665 

Now might fome envious wight janglin thus. 
This was a fodain love ; how might it he 
That fhe fo lightly lovid Trcilusf 
Right at the firft light of him ? Yea, parde. 
Now whofo faied fo mote he nevir the, 
For every thing a ginning hath it nede 
£r all be wrought withoutin anydrede. 674 

For I isie nat that fhe fo fodainly 
Yafe him her love, but that fhe gan encline 
To liken* him tho, and I have told you why; 
And aftir that his manhode and his pine 
Made love within her herti for to mine, 
For whiche by procefTe and by godc fervicc 
lie watme her love, and ia no Ibdaia wife, 679 

S 
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And alfo blisful Venus wele z 
Satte in her feviath houfe of he^ 
Difpoiid wele, and with afpecfti 
To helpin fely Troylu* of his w« 
And, fothe to fayne, (he n*as na 
To Troylus in hys natyyyte, 
God woce chat wele the fonir fp 

Now let us fiinte of IVoilas a 
That ridith forth, and let us toi 
Unto Crefeide, that heng her h* 
There as ihc fatte alone, and ga 
Wheron (he would apoin*^ her 
f f it fo were her emc ne would ] 
For Troilus upon her for to pre! 

And, Lorde! fo (he gan in he 
In this matter of whiche I have 
And what tp doen bcfk were, ar 
That plitid (he ful oft in many i 
Now was her hcrtc warme now 
And what (he thought of fomw 
As mine au&hour liilith to me 

She thonght wele firft thatT 
She kncwe by frght, and ckc hij 
And iliuh flic faid, All were it n 
To gi aimt him love, yet for his 
It wcT honor with plaie and wit 
In honeftc with fucho a lor Jc to 
i-'or mine cflate and alfy for his 

r/j..;:' I'm 
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£kc well wote I my kiog^is foiine is he. 
Anil fith he hath to it mc foehe deUte, 
If I would uttiriiche his fight yflie 
Par'a venture he might have me in ^ifptte. 
Thorough whiche I might (londin in woric^te; 
Now were I not wife mc hstte to purchacc^ 
'Withoutin nedc, there { maie ftand in grace. 714 

In every thing I wot there lieth nicfurc; 
For though a man forbiddith drookioefic^ 
He nought forbiddith that every crcture 
Be drinkilefie for alware, ai I gefle ; 
Eke iiche I wot for me ta his difbreiTe 
1 ne ought not for that thing him difpiie,. 
))ith it is fo he menith io gode wife, J%t 

And ekp 1 knowe of long^ time agone 
His thewis gode, and that he u^is not nice» 
No vantour faine men certain ke it nooe. 
To wife is he to doen fo grete a vice,. 
Ne als f n*itt him nevir fo cheriee 
That he (ball make avawnt by jude canfe; 
Heihallmenevirbindeinibeheschiiiliit. f%t 

Now fet a cafe, the KardiHt » iwis, 
Men mightin demin that he lof ilh me; 
What diibononr were it untame this? 
Maie I him let of that ^ why naie, parde ; 
I knowc alfo, and aiwaie here and (e. 
Men lovin women al this touoe about; 
Be tlwi the wcr« f why naie, withoutin doubt. }$$ 
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tdiinheckchnHliirnnillTViituIaTe 

1 OfallihiiiHiUcinMirlhrttiTifrTia 
' Thai waDBnisiraiGtiuhunnut hve, 

itiuthe mdie wiBtijftB 

. And y«( hii liTcKfrii all now in WT cBre: 
It Tuche it lomi md rke mine ivhinirE. 
: KutolDvekwoiidiT liiliuDfht, 
well WDtc I aij Mf, iaOoA ma fptrli, 
■nil t ihii nu niM witt of ihbllwii^l, 
one ol ilic rntia out of drnlc. 
id gti.l^lyilt. ivhaTa (hut iikitb bede, 
id fa ami liinc. in all ihetotiernf rieiC; 
;i'cmli(iitthini|>h IiEtor'nir bavcimt? 
I mine owncffomiD.well II (fa, < 
iciiGedioaftlrniBf cQiie, 
liiyang,M<Ifttioduatieilialufliel«fc, 
inuita ^loulu, niul Tuchc d«htte ; 
DO fanlbondc laiac untn incC'heckcm 
:iili<f thd ben toU vS |i.-l(.u(ie, 
i^LiHirluU, or loviii nnvirlHc. 
Jim DitiU I (Iwn } tn what Tine Five I (hut I ■ 
.1 lunloTc tnciiiitUiin mthfi? 
l.'|iardicut lnnno(rcIi|n(nu; 
ulihouehth«l mineherielnatnft 
t lIlU knighl, thai ii lllc wnc tbicK, 
id hcfiolAnR: mine hnnur uiil RiV "^"l 
i\ riglit it iRiic doe to iiic no fhninc. 



,i-(,vtMi"^^ ^ ^n*r'"e^ wis a"' 

TI,...*""" dW*""",,,,; 



Ik//. nMLif* jiMo cititsa*. 
k And if i)iclift tluo) ra*icn thnu siUue, 
milatiatutl<ja 
Uby tht tifc benaivimd ftfl d 

n aughi 1 Gnd ibUtl at framiliiliiuncel- 1 
k fnth ihy- wBo and hold tii;9oviiT 
id wcIhill^Hlco«f)hefamW0il-IMnrf ' - 
lu tl>«o.art|{ai,iiadaetluDcerli|glow.-;'. 
KToucliinglhfiellir, thn ■rcHnteimmgh;: 
ti):tiiDu.D'il(t!iid:tgoiliEhi>eiiilne : ^i' 
BBinkeitOTitbtfcift upimciUMliMgli, 
bfcrilKii-like. orcnfiilT it write; 
ploiieic^wiUiihynm tkv alkck 
idif thou wrinsgoiiely wank ill folt, . 
Kgb It be gode nhenc it set to oh: 
MPiii ihouf b tb=t tbe bdl lui pour u pus Iitc 
pildon tbsbdttkiunidjuUy Impa 
It cirir wuTiiIialliuiGngiraAir* 

D UrinK, or sic a ivvblc harpc, . 
^ rehUii)»liipiiiBi&idnciurC>Astpii' . 
ftoldj in>liia«wry>wi^<i( tu iluil 
rt h<> k1« ■)<) bl bit arolii* iuJl. 
I Nc JDir.brc *o dilcordlsni llilogildcc, ' ' ' 
pthm. lonlin ccRntistpiiililLe) . . 
11 i«rilui Wdc ul ihy nuten 

:alnM£, soddijethH ich« bbtt 
Hif> (iiinfir vcouM ypiintc apibe 
^h >n 'it iew, will lititdiil lu in apt. 



l(,t THOILUIAKDCII 

This ycrdawai large, an>1 railed al l)it il 
Anil fliadowed wel with blot'oniy bmtii g 
Andbcuchid newe.aiiil (oniJidall thcne; 
In nhiche ibewalkulh time iix i 
Till >t die lift ADtigone th= Ibeni 
Gan on a Trojan long to lin gin dere, 
Thgcit anhcTin wuber voice to here. 

Shi;faicd,OI,ovo! to wbom I hive sod Old 
flen humble fubjia, true in mine oHcnl, 
At i bcA can lo you, Lordc, ycvc I all 
Forcvinnore mine hert'itloTetarcnl, 
For oqviryetthy grace to no wifiht fent 
3u bliffuU caiifc aa mc. my lile to lede 
In aiJejoieandfuretie nut of drede. 1 

The bllifuUGod l.ith me (o weU befct 
In love iwii, that all that \Krith life 
Tmaginii) nc could how to be beli 
ror,L<it-de,\»ithoutinielou{ic or ftrife 
I love one nhicbc thu tnoRe h entcntife 
To fcrvin well, iinwc.rily'or unfained, 
That evir wu, and left wiih harme didained, < 

At bE that ii the well uf worthineflV, 
Cf trontb the ground, mitrour of godelifacdde, 
[ wit Apollo, Hone ol fikirDcflr, 
Ofvirtuerolcofluncfindirindhedde, 
Thorounh whiche ts all forowc Iro mc dcdile ; 
Iwis I love Iiini bcil, To doelh he me; 
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Whom (hould I thackia but you, god of Love, 
Of all this bliiTe in whiche to bathe I ginne I 
And thankid be ye, Lorde, for that I love : 
Thi» is the righte lifie that I am inne. 
To flemin all manir of vice and iinne ; 
This doeth me fo to vcrtue for to' entende 
That daie by daie I in my will amende. 854 

And who that faietk that for to love is vice 
Or thraldome, though he fele in it diftrefTc, 
He cither u envious or right nice. 
Or is unmightie for his fhreudteeiTe 
To lovin ; for foche manir folke 1 geiTe 
Diffamin Love as nothing of him knowe ; 
l*hey fpeke of Love, but nevir bent his bo we. 8 6 1 

What is the funn^ worfe of bis kinde right 
Though that a man for febleile of his eycn 
Maic not endure on it to fe for bright \ 
Or love the worfc that wretchis on it cricn ? 
No wele is worth that maie no forowe drien; 
And forthy, IVho that bath an bedde ofverre 
Fro cafl ofjionis noare him in the toerre, S60 

But 1 with al mine hcrte and al my might, 
As I have faicd, woU love uoto my lad 
My ownc derc herte, and all mine ownc knight, 
In whiche mine hcrte ygrowin is fo fail, 
And his in me, that it ihall evir lad : 
All did I drcd at fird to love begin 
Kow wotc 1 well there is no pain therein. ^"^ ^ 




iM 

Nowtccherncpe, and Wc our tali* holde 
Of Troilus, [hit it n> pitcit ridden 
Froihcl'carnulheoftheW'hielie JhBi«t»Mc, i 
And in hU chimbir brc and hith abidden 

Til iwo 01 MliB of his nxHTai^irsyedea 
For Pandirm, and foughtin him full fafl 
Tlllhci him Eaand, and hroughl him « tlw hi 

Thie Pandaruii camr Irptng tn at ciott, 
And fayid ihtf.Wha hith ben well ibete 
To djir wiih fwerriii and with flungr (iMct 
B'JtTroiUn, thaihaihtiught himan Ikk? < 

BattifeandletD4l«upe«id'g«ti*MA»r"'' 
Alidhc;infwerd<him,DeeweM tlwIiAc^' 

WitliiUihehaftf:od«lrii:tlMl;i>dgte ■ 
Tbci fped 'hem fro the Ibnylvaod Wbvdtei 
And every wight ont K thallME klwdtgh^ 
And wher' him US-upM hit watt htfl^i^ - 
Bat Tidlm thought th>t Ml hnti bkdit* - 
For wo til that he htrdt fame tMJD|f,' ■' 
And liyid, Freude.fhalt I now wvpror fiajf 

( Quod PtiDdanis) Be OiJl w4 kf aic flefc. 
And doc' on thy hode, thine nedit fpedde jhe, 
Andchcfe if then woh fing, ordaDBce, orlepe; 
Al fhoit woriUa.lhonOikll trowe ill hftue. 
For, Sir, my nice woIldoiil'ntJI'lty tbs. 
And love the beft, by Ood mid by my trafbe. 
But lacks of pnrfute mvTC k in thy BbdK. 



For ihaa ferforik I have thy weckt begoa 
Fro d^ic to daic, till cbii due by the nmowe 
Her loie of EreiuUfaip bne I to tlu woo, 
And thcrto h«ih (be liid her (uthtxt botow; 
Algatc fotc it hundnl of thy fbrowe: 
M'hal Ibould I leuj^r fennon of it hslde f 
Asyc have herd bdore all hehimtolde. 9C6 

But right uQoonitbiaiighthe'Oold of night 
Iclolid noupio Id tbcr fisJkit lowe, 
RcdrclCn 'hem ■yen the baati bright. 
And fpcedia in thcr kiodj coiu-re by row*, 
Ri|thc foirm thofaiieyiii upcothFOXS 
ThbTrDiba,uid£ued,OVcoude>et . 
Thy might, thy gnice, ihetied b« u hen. 97] 

And to Paodare he held up both hii bandcB, 
And fajid, iJodt, >li thine be that I haTC, 
For 1 am ^hnle, and broflii] ben ray boiuka : 
A ihoufinde Troyis who lb that me y«*c 
Eclie aftir othir, (lad fo wii me fare, 
Ne might not me fo gUdin : lol miiie hert 
It fiircdithlatorjOieitWDll toQcrle. 9S0 

But, Larde, how fluU I doeii > bow fhtll I livcti f 
Whan Ihsll I neit my own dcreherte ^e >. 
tlow fhall thii longj time awale be drircn 
Till that ihoD be ayen at her fro me >. 
1'hou naieft anfwcrc. Abide, abide; but Hi 
Tiai baagiib ly lit miii, the fothe CO fainc, 
In pell iif.fi aiidithfn llifiaiu, r^%■\ 
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Tl.is couiifaile likid well to Troilus, 
y.AZ .l^ a drcdfull lovir he faied this; 
A; a- ! mv dcrc brothir Pandarus! 
] ;im afnamid for to write iwis, 
! .; ft of mine ipnorance I faied amis, 
( ;r chst flic n'olde it for difpite reccve ; 
Than wcr 1 ded, there might it nothing weve. ICJO 

To that Pandare anfwerid, ff the ic£k 
1 i-K- that I faie, and let me therewith gon, 
!• r !y that Lordc that formid eft and weft 
I l.^)pe of it to bring aufwere anon 
^ .: hr of htr bond, and if that thou D'iltc non 
J ^ ' \'<\ and forie mote he ben his live 
A\ VT, fi. tliy luft that helpith the to thrive. IC5 7 

. Q'.'od Troilus) Dcpardieux I affciit ; 
^;'iK' that the lifte I woU arife and write, 
A: \ !)hsfull (Jod praic I with godc cntcnt 

: • viajTr. and Icctir I fliall ciniitc 

> '|u lit it, and thou Minerva the White 
*i \ '.' rh'Mi r.ic \^ itte my Icttir to dcvilc ; 
Ai c lit Mm cl( M'.n, and wrote right in this wife. IcU 

! i:!! h.c'j^an hcrhisiigl.tladieto cull, 
: ;. '.Mt'is Hie, hisluft, hisforowc's Icche, 
: : l.):i'«.>, and t'( he tlicle oiliir U rmi', all 

. ♦ i'l loche cafe yc Jovirs r.l'.v fc.hf, 
■ ..! 5n full hnir.blc wifr, as iii hi . rnCv:lic, 
' ■ .. 1." him rtcomninunJc* Tiutc htr ;;r:ici" ; 
• ■ -.( '• ill })'>'••• it aikith ir.'.skiil irjcc. ir*; 



BlitH- TEOILUI AHD ClIIIIDI. I 

Tho nilbin thci, aod'Icc '1mm donne lod ec: ; 

And aftir none fol Iliglily Pituhraa 

Gun dran hiiu tn :hc windmrc nit the Itrece, 

And Aij^id, HecE, who hath ariyid Ihui 

The jondirkiiDlc that ftinte afuiyfoe us f 

Which hnufe .' (quod (he) »nd gan fcr to beholdf, 

Andkncwc itwel,and whefeitwathim (olde: 1 1 

AadfetliQ forlhe [n fjicchc of thirgis fmaU, 
Andfatin in the windaitebDrhJ twey. 
Vhan Pandaru fane time unlo hit tale, 
And r^we well thai her fnike wCT a\ twef, 
Now,ncci-niine, tdon (qoodhe) Ipref; 
Howlikitii^authe letEre that Te vol j 
Can hetheron^ for by my tiODthl ti'ol. II' 

Thcrwiih al roTy hewid tho «Me Oic, 
And (ran to hum, and fayid. So ( trowe. 
A<]ultc him vtel lot Godd'iilavt (^liod he) 
My filfe tomcdii well the lettretowe. 
And helde huhondiiapiand-ftlC^tn kconc. 
Kowe god6 rcce, U it nenr fo Ike, 
Ye»* me ihe labonr it to fowe anl plitc. If 

Ye, foe I caa Co irritin (qaod the] l^o. 
And eke t n'ot whu I OiDuldtohimfuy. 
Naie, nece, quod Pandarut, faie you nut to, 
Yet at Ihe )eft yihonkith him I pray 
Ofhitgnde will. O doth him not to dey! 
Knw fur [hcIii«orin«, my r«e dere! 
Retulith not at this liois my pnuere, ^i 



TKOIlVt AKD ClliSlVB. Jbtt 

Dcpurdieux I (qaod ike) God kvB al be wck ; 

A helps me fo this is tlie firft lettre 

hat er I wrote, yeal or any dele: 

4nd into* a cloftt fat to' arife ber bcttro 

'he went alone, and gan her berte nnfeCtfe 

3at of Oifdun'it prificn bat a lite. 

And fee ber donn and j^an a kttre wrke, - isiS 

Of wbichc CO tel in (horte is mine entent . 
Th* effcdc js£erreat I cannndirfionde : 
She thonkid him of al that be wel ment 
Towardi > ber, but boblsn bun in bondc 
She n'olde not, ne makin ber fidvin bondc 
lo love, but IS his fu0ir him to plefe 
She would aiefaine to done bis hert an efe. laij 

She fhcttc it, and to Pandare in gan gon 
There as he (at and lokid into firete. 
And douo (b^.tet ber-by him on a ih>iie 
Of jafpre*, upon a qnisflien of golde ibetCy 
And faidt As w^cly he^ me God the grtte 
I ncvir did a thing with wori paine 
Tban write this, to the which ye me conflraine. iftj } 

And toke it him : he thonkid her, and fade, 
God wot of th'tag ful of tin lothe begonne 
Comith epdc jrode : aod^ neci mine Crefeide, 
Thar yc to him of barde now ben iwonne 
Ought he be g}M, by God and yondir fonnc ; 
For why ? menfaioe ImpregtQnis tight 
fMl/t^S^tly btn ah rtiy (o ibc fight. XI39 



A \* 4a>ai«w w«ktotiW a*>»«w 4a>«'ft w ftWKt*a%«wa %*»mj 

Than to his luft : whit (houldin I more fay ? 1 13 4 

And lokith now. if thin be refo*nabie. 
And lettith not for favour ne for flouthe; 
1^0 faine a fothc, now is it covenable 
To mine cftate, by God and by my trouthe, 
To cake it, or to havin of him routhe 
f n harminjf of my fclfc or in reprcvc f 
Beare it ay en for him that ye on leve. x 1 1 1 

This Pandarufl gan on her for to dare. 
And fayid, Now is this the gretifl wonder 
That evir 1 fawc ; let be this nice fare : 
To dethe mote I fmittih be with thonder 
Yf for the cite whiche that ftondith yonder 
Would I a lettir to you bring or take 
To harme of you : what lid you thus it make ? 1 1 4'^ 

But thus ye firin well nigh all and fome. 
That he that moil dcfirith you to fcrve 
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His godely nianip and his gcndlnefle, 
So well, that never iithc that flie was borne 
Ne haddin ihe fuche routhe of his diftrefie; 
And howe fo ibe hath hard ben here beforne 
To God hope. I ibe hath now caught u thomCy 
She ihal nat pul it out this tiexte wike ; 
God fence her mo fuch thornis on to pike ! Z274 

Pandarus, whiche that (lode her faile by, 
Fclte iron hotte, and he began to fmite. 
And feide, Hece, I praye you hertilte 
Tel me that I (bal aikin you alite; 
A woman that were of his deth to wite, 
Withouten* his |j^lt, but for her lacke of roifth. 
Were it wcl done? (quod ibe) Nate, by my trouth. 1 a8i 

God helpc me fo, (quod he) ye fay me fothe, 
Yc felin wel yoUr Xcife that I nought lie. . 
Lo l.ybnde he ridtth, (-quod ihe) ye, fo he dothe. 
Wcl, quod Pandar^^ as I have tolde you thrie, 
Let be your nicete and your folie, ■ 
And fpeke with him.in tfing of his herte : . 
Let oicetenatdo.you.bothefmerte. . X28S 

But thcroi^ was to hevin and to done, 
Confidiring al thiugit maie nat be. 
And why ? fur ilume : and it were eke to lone 
To grauniip him fo gret a liberte, 
For plainly her entent (as fayid ihe) 
Was for to love him unwifl if (he might, 
And-guerdon him with nothing but with fight. II95 



\ 



ilMdUUdvaMMaUrMilcn^ Me < 

(Air DODff ftf^JUgU^ hsduW' ' 

biW Urn todu'W|D4awi»«dt the fttatct 

libouref(qiiaiaK)«id^hi>MlMbo1de, 



likiili^onlkleHiadMeifaWelf 
le tli«rM } fer &; m^ nbMk I d'm . ' 
ctvkb il rafy hcwid i^<>'i»to Ac, 
{■D to hnBi, ud fi^iSs I inMM; 
:c him (nlftir Oodd'h InVl^qnaAhe) 
:lfc taKedu-wall thE.lMtmflmtV '':: . 
ticM('td)fiiu«iii|s>B«Ml'ii>wtoHre. 
!%oStiKi:Cr^itinsi^hVtte,-- ■■ ■■' 

:keIi|!at.«rtMtIDHMldl»tiimf«f. "' ' 

twx^ ^tnSI Pindani^ liivjMvatto', 
EtheliAyAbatMihfnilipHf' -' ' 
igpA^H.'Odotb'hte'MrM'lur' '. 
(i>rtheIo*cii)PiDa;aiyniktf AmI ' 
ith not at thii dau myrnicre,'- 
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IIU ;;oJcly xnanir and his f^entilnefic, 
• > well, that never iithc that ihe was borne 
>!(. haddiii ilie iuchc routhe of his diftrefie; 
.-\::-i iiowe fo ibe hath hard ben here bcfome 
r. ( ;oci hope I £he hath now caught a thomc, 
. ii" iliai nat pul it out this nextc wike ; 
i\(A fence her mo fuch thoriiis on to pike I tili 

ruidaius, whichc that flode her fafte by, 
\ • ii( iron hottCjUnd hebegrm tofmite, 
'\iA Hide, Nece, I praye you hcrtilie 
i ^ 1 met iliut I fhal ulKin you alite; 
.\ u.iman that were of his deth to wite, 
'.'. II l.outtn' his jrilt, but for her lacke of roifth, 
^ . CI t ir \vl1 done .'' (q'.iod ibe) Naie, by my trouth.i'*-' 
< '.cd licjj)c nic io, \^4uod he) ye fay mc fothe, 

I r lin \>'.l your frite th;\t I nought lie. 

■ , ■ yt)ridi' ht: ridtlh, (quod Ihr) yc, fo hc dothCt 

.!. ijuod l'uiidare,as [ have tolde you thrie, 
i f l,L )oiir iiicilc aud your folie, 

V 1 i"|u kc v\!t!i him in tlinjj of his ixcrte : 
L.: ni^..tc uatdo you blithe I'mertc. x:?l 

l!iir il.^iL.11 was (o hevio and to dtine, 

. . i.li.liilu}'- ai i! \i\-^\ it in.de nat be, 

. ' i -.vhy ■ II. i' iuv.i»ie ; and it were eke to fonc 

'<,»•! .11. in in l.iin lo i{rct a liberre, 

, ' I'l iJidv hii" fiitciil v'as fayid ihe) 

'■ i l.>rr.il.).( l.ini uMAJll if Ihe mijrht, 
•'•.'. !j'. ri^- . li"ui\ v/uutvov.Wv<^W\.\Vv\\\Cv^Ut, 129.5 
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jght it ihal nat be fo ; 
:e opinion 

fully yeristwpv 

of this a longe fermon ? 

atconclufion -- 

whan that it was eve, 

rofe and toke his leve. . rjoi 

ill faft homewarde he fpedde, 

: felte his heix to dannce, 

de alone abedde, 

ie lovirs, in a trannce, 

lerke difefperaancc ; 

It his in cpniming ■ 

b, Lo ! fomwhat 1 bring ; r 3c 9 

I in his beddo fo fone 

1, frende, (quod be.) 

, helpo me fo chemonc, 

'hou ihalt up rife and fe 

'fent right now to the, . 

n the of thine azeife, 

all thy befinefie* I .^ 1 6 

light of God (quod Troilus.) 

lim the Icttir take, 

>d hath yholpin us : 

id loke 01) all thefe bhke. 

rt to glud and quake 

it gan to rede 

e him hope 01 sk^ds.. \V>*'; 
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But, finaUy, he toke al for xfae iioftfi . 
That (he him wrote, fisr fomwhic ke'bdboUe 
On which he thought he might his heiti reft^ 
Al CO vired (he-.the wiordis undir ihel<ie ; - 
Thus to the more worthy partiiekimheUey. 
That what for hope axid Pandarbs hehefle 
Hisgret^ woiory.edi(heattheiefte/ Z350 

But M we mate al daie our feit in Xe 
Through more wode or oole kindlith the mou^ fire, 
Rightfoencreieof hope,: of what it be, ' 
Therwitb ful oft CBcrefith eke defire. 
Or as an oke cameth of a-iitii f^kire, 
So through this kttix which that Qie him Cent 
£ncreii|i^gaadeiire, of whickerhebicDt; 135^ 

Wherfore i faytalway that d»y and-niglKt r • 
ThisTroiiusgantodefirinmgk'e <. 
Then he ^d erft through hope, aad didlus InigkK 
To prefin on, aa by Pandarus lore, - 
And writin to hen of his forowes iotc • . * <• 
Fro day to jda^ r ha Jet it nought rdfreide 
That by Pandaj^eihefomwhat wrotordGctde; 1^44 

And did alfo ^is.ftthir ebierraonoea 
That till a lovir longith in this <ais,, 
And aftir that his dice turnid on xhannoes 
So was he eithir glad, or faide Aiasi . 
And held aftir his gefUs aie his paas. 
And aftir fuche anfweris as he hadde 
So werin his daies £ory othir gladde. 1351 
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Butui Pandaiealwaywathisrecaiiri, 

And pLct^uily gaa aielahim to plime. 

And liimhefoBghtof rcdcandlbme racoun; 

And Pu^dsriWithubwe hia wodt pain?, 

Wcic Hcl oigli did for routh.rathc for to faine, 

Aud befclf witb ■] hithert gui ofte 

Sane uf lii> «o lo flecn, and tbu ai faOc ; T.'.i S 

And faidt.'Larde, aadfrende, and bfochir Jcrc \ 
God wot thu thjr diCcfe ydathe me wo. 
But wolt thou lUntiii al tbii wofol chcre. 
And by my troDtkait bedayistwD, 
And God lorocac, yst Ihal I Aape k lb 
That ihou (bait cone inioaccrtainepUce 
There asthoumaiilltlijfcifefraieiiheruf grace. ij6j 

ADdccnamly 1 a'a if thou icirofte, 
But ihei th^c boi Eipnti io lore it Cjy, 
It 19 DoeofdisIethiiigiiEoithctiih moll 
A man to have a leillr for to praJe, 
And Gkit placehia wofortobcvraia, 
For in gode hert it mote rome rouih imprelTe 
To here and fe the giltlcffe in di&reHe. 137s 

Par'avfntare tbiDLift thou though it be (b 
That Kinde vould her ydonc for (o beginiie 
To hive a mlcJr rowh span my wo, 
gaiih Djungir N^y, thou Ihalt me nevjr win ; 
So rnliih Ihe her hect'i'follr within 
Thdl though flic ixmlin yet [he Ctontc on rote -, 
Wiiat ia rftaiithwuntomy bott? i-jiij 



i wis my brathir Dciphiihu*, (quod &c 

Now, (qui>dJ'iiid«re)n'haBr'i«tfrfl 
He fail tJiE tic unwiA of it bimfel ve. 
Now let mf' olnne, ind warkin a* I 
(Quod he) and to D<rphabuE went ke 
Which hfld hit luid Miil e'f'i frcnd be 
Sa»e Troiluano mui he lo»id fc i 
ToCFttnlboriE, wiihouiin n^rilUme 
(QiiodPandanw) IpniyyuuihMyel 
ricndc 10 a uufs whiche thil jtMOcld 
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Yes, pardej (quod UeipiiobuO wcl thou v.-.i 
fiX that cvir I may, ami Grid tof<ire, 
Al n'cre it but fur the maii Hove mod. 
My brothir Troiius; but Uy v/hirfore 
It is, for fithe the day that I v/^i bore 
1 n*as, ne nevir more to ben I rhinke, 
^yenft a thing that mightin the forthinke. 141.'; 

Pandarus gan him thanke^ and t» him feide, 
Lo ! Sir, I have a lady in this toune 
That h my ncce, and callid is Crefcidc, 
To whichc fomemen would done oppreilloun, 
And wrongfully have her pofleffioun, 
Wherfore lof your lordfliip you hcfeche 
'I^o ben our frcndi: withoutin more fpcche. 14?.: 

Dclphobus him anfwerde, O ! is nat this 
Thdt thou fpekift of to me thus ftraungely 

Crcfeiilc, my frende ? Pandarus faid him Yea. 

'^I'han ncdith (quod Deiphobus) hardily 

No more of this, for truftith wel that I 

Vol be her champion with fperc* and ycrdc; 

I nc rought nat though all her toes it hcrdc. 14:1: 
Hut telle me, thou that woit all thi^ mattrc, 

I low might I bed availin now :* let 11*. 

((^od pHudarusJ If ye, my Ionic fo dcrc, 

Woldin as now do thi^ honour to nic 

To pray in bcrto mornwc, lo, th-.tlhc 

Came ur.ro you her phintis to devilc 

Her adverfarics would oi it agrifc. 1 4 . 
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And if I niijre durft prayio yov aa now^ 
And chargin you to have fo grele travaile. 
To have fome of your brethrin liere with yon. 
That mightin to her caufc bettir availe; 
I'han wote I wel flie mightin ne^ir faile 
For to ben holpin, what at yoar initaunce, 
.What with hear othir frendii f oivirflauiKe. 1444 

Deiphn^tm, .Whichc that comin waaof kinde 
*l'o al honour and bounrc to cdnfeme, 
Anfwcrde, Itfbalhe done; and I can finde 
Yet greatec heipe to thiaininine entetite : 
What woldeft thoa faine if for HelcB I fent 
To fpeke of tHia? I trowe;it be the bdl» 
For fhe niay ledin Paris as her left. * I449 

Of He Aor, which that iimy lordiny brother, 
It neditti nat to proien him frcnde fo be« ' ' 
For 1 have hcrde hifn, -o time and eke other, 
Spekin of Crefeide fuche honour tbac he 
Maie faine no bet : fnch hap to him hath fhe 
It nedith-nat his helpis morie to craye; 
He ihal befndie right a< we wol him )^ve. 1456 

Speke thou thy felfe alfo to Tniilus 
On my behalfe, and praic him with ns dine. 
Sir, al this ihal be done, (qood Paodattis) 
And tokc his leve, and nevir gan to fiiie» 
But to his nec'is houfe as ftreight as Une 
He came, and found her fro the mete arife, 
4od fet him doun,and.fpBheright in this wife : 1465 
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He faide, O very God fu have I ronne, 
Lo ! nece iniDe,ife ye Dat how I fw«te ? 
I n'ot whethir yc the more thanke mc conne : 
Be ye oot ware how that falfe Poliphete 
Is now about eftfonis for to plcte, 
And bringiii on you advocasies ncwe ? 
1 ? no, (quod ihe) and chaungid al her hewe. 1470 

What ! is he more about me for to dretchc, 
And done ? me wrong I what (hal I don ? alas ! 
Yet of him felfin nothing vtrould I retche, 
N'ere it for Antenoi* end ^^neas, 
That ben hi» frendis in fuche manir caas; 
But for the love of God, mine uncle dere ! 
No force of t hat, let him have al ifcre, 1477 

Wichoutin that I have ioough for us. 
Nay, (quod Pandare) it (hal nothing be (o. 
For I have ben right now at Deiphobus, 
At Hcdor, and mine othir lordis mo, 
And (hortly makid eche of 'hem his fo, 
That by my thrifte he ihal it nevir winnc 
For aught he can, whan fo that he beginne. 14 84 

And as thei caftin whit was bell to dune 
Dciphobus, of his owue curtiile, 
(Jamc lier to praye in bin propir perfonc 
To holde him on the murowe companie 
At dinir, whichc Ihc ne wolde not dcnie, 
But go.kIy gao to his prayrie obeye : 
lie thunkid J)er, ^nd w<!jit upon his wcy. j^r^ i 
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Whan this wa4 don this Pandards ttAdne, 
(To telliD in ihnrte) forth he gan to weodd 
To Troiliis a6 fill as any fttfn«, 
And al this thing he tolde him orde and ende^ 
And how that he Deiphobi* gen to Mefide, 
And faide him, Now is time-ofthat ye conne 
To here the belle to tnoiit>w\ and all !• wonne. 149S 

Now fpekc, WiW pray^ Mw pitonily eoinplaijiey 
Let ndt for nicd (hame, fol* d#ede of flouth } 
Somtime a man mote tel hi»oWn^ pdine'; 
Beleve it, and (he wol have on the roiftth ; 
Thou (halt bell favid by thy ^th and trouth : 
But wel w6t r thou now aft iA a d#ede, 
And what it is I hy I can aredfe ; 1505 

Thou thinkift now how (houtd I don al this, 
For by my chef-is mod in folke efpie 
Thar frn- her k>Ve is that 1 face amis, 
Yet had I levrc* unwift for forow die t 
Kowe thinke nat fo) for thou ddft gret foUe, • 
For I right now have foundin a manere 
Of fleight for to coverin al thy chertf . • 15 19 

Thou iHait gon ovirnight, and that as blive, 
Unto Deiphobus houfe as the to plaie, 
Thy malady awaie the bettc to drive ; 
For why ? chou femift fike, the fothe to faie ; 
Sone after that doune in thy bedde the laie. 
And faie thou maid no lengir ap endikre. 
And Ke right There and bide thiiae a«idtiirt« I5 f^ 



Sohll. MOILOI *»D OIIKDC. 

Say that tlif f<Tiris wort the to take 
The (),vai time, atid Ullin til a mnrowe ; 
And Ut te BOW ho-A well thoD cutfi it makr. 
For parde Gkc l> he that it in fonnre : 
Go now, Fvvrel, ind Venun h«re n> Wowo 
I hope attd thna thit parpofr holde ferme 
Thy grace Ihc l}ul the fully there ctHiferme. 

(Qood Troilui) IwiithouBllBiKdelenc 
Counfiilifl me that fihtliche I mcraine. 
Far I am Hke in i-rneil inatOefft, 
Sti that wel ni^li 1 fttrvin fur the paJne. 
( (Juod Pandiru«) Thou fhalt tha beltirplaine, 
Andh.ifl tlie tetTe nrde fnr to Bmsterfeti^, 

For //;•! mr^ drmin III! Hal mafi/a.-lr. 1 

Lonioldctlieatthytrifliclofe, 3ii<11 
Shat iTcl the dcrre untn thv buire ylrive : 
Ihcrwithhetatihislcveallfortity, 
And rroiiui to hit pilcit wen; Wive, 
So ,;1ad ne wa« he ntr in a1 hU Hv:, 
A'ld to Pamlarui redri;an al alT^nt, 
And to Deipho'jus lioufe at nijht he went. i 

WhalnedithiC tottlliiialthechert: 
That Dciphabni un^o hi^ broth ir madr. 
Or hi> aii<, or h)< fiketich: miR're 
How men gon him with dolhi; for to lade 
When he w»i laid, and how men Would him 5I3 
But all for nought ; he hel.U forth aic ih« nLfu 
Th»( je liin htrde Fandoi'; er thisdoifi:. 1 



1 



'(hope"" .^who"*" 1 ■''■■v 

"•'''* i""""'"'"'?' ■ 
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omphinld eke Helen of his ^kcnefftf ' ' ' 
aithfuily, that, pity was to iicre,: - 
1 every wight gask wesin for M30ii ■ 
iche anon, and (aide, In thit miocre 
n cvrin foike:, tki^ charmc I wol the lero : 
there fate one, al lift her nat to ccdM, 
It thought, yet beft conldin I ben hi^leche. 15 8} 
kftir cnfDpIainC him gonnin thci to p^fe, 
'olke don yet whan fome wi{^t hath begon 
preife a m£ln, and op with preU« him rcife 
loufbuie folde yet higher tlian the fon ; 
18, he can , that fe we othir lordes koa ; 
1 Pandarus of that thci would afiferme 
nought forgate ther praifuig to- conferme. I j 89 
Irrde al this thing fcire Crefcide wel inough, 
i every worde gan for to notific, 
whiche with fobre chcre her hcrtc lough, 
who is that ne would her glorifie 
mowin fbche a knight done lire or die ? 
al pafle 1, left yc to longeydwell; 
for o fine is al that cr I tell. 1$ 96 

^hc time came fro dioir for to rife, 
I as 'hem ought arifin everichone, 
\ nrone a while of this and that devife; 
Pand irns brake al this fp«che aiion, 
i fa id to Dtiphobus, Wulyc gon, 
your will be,, as I erft yoa prayde, 
fpekin of the nedls of Crcfeide f 1603 



I(e maiLUiAXDCREsiiDt. ami; 

Helm, wbicli tbu Iiy tfiehondeherhdit^ 
Tokt Tirft ihet^lc^uidriid^, Gn WEbU*ct 
jkndgodely on Cixidditbe bvhdde. 
And (kyiiJ,Jt>vit,Ie( him noir Chiivc 
That doth ynuhaim.Badreiie him Ibdcof lire, 
And yvvcmekm'webnt helhal icrue 
lfihatl«iiy,AadalEcfulliebcttiie. illc 

Tirl (hDUiii)> aet'ii ciTc, (quodDciphubut 
To Paotbiuajftir ihau'caoft hcK it nil. 
My Lia^tandjuy, L^diei, it Raat thui; 
'»l;al fhouldl iuigirl>4UDdhc) do you dwejlf 
He rouge 'heni out aproccs like a belt 
l.lpoii faer feci that higbt was Polyph<;ic, 
tic bciDous chic men mightin on ii fpcte. lilT 

Aofwcriic of ihi) echc worfe of 'hem than other, 
And I'aliphete iheigooain ihus to ivarien. 
All hoijgid be fnclic one wen he my brother. 
And to he IhiL, ftirit peniaic nought variea; 
What Ibouid I Icspt in (hit Kili ttiiea i 
I'kiailiche ata,t'Dnw chci her hightcD 
I'd ben hcc frende in all that cr thai mighcea. liM 

Bpakc than i,ti!(a^iiad faid to Pandciu j, 
V/ot aiUgbt my lord b^ bnithir aithis luatere, 
1 mene Hci^or,. or wete it Troilus.' 
He r^dherVe; hutlpiBl ye inc now here ? 
iVle thiiiketb ib|w,^lrnhiuTrDiluaUherB: 
It wcregodc iributye wonldiD aDcnt 
bhe tuldc him hci !elie U ihit ci flie went t f 1)1 
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For he.wol have the more her grefe at hertc, 
Bicaufelo, (he a worthieladyjs, 
And by your tvil I wol but in right flerte, 
And do you wete, and that anon iwis, 
If chat he ilepe or wol aught here of this : 
And in he lept, and faid him in his ere, 
God have thy fuule! for brought have I thy here. 163S 

To fmilin of this gan thoTroilus; 
And Pandarus withontin rekining 
Out went to Helen and Deiphobss, 
And faid *hein» So there be no tarying, 
Ne more prefe, he wol well that ye bring 
Crefcide my lady that it now here, 
Andas he maie enduren he wol her her e. x 6 ; 5 

But wel yewote the chambre is but lite. 
And fewc folke may lightly make it warme ; 
Now lokith ye, for I wol have no wite. 
To bring iti prefc that might I ydon him harnie, 
Or him difefin for my bettirarme; 
'Whrr' it be bet (he abide till cftfonis 
Kow lokith 3re, that knowin what to don is. 165 i 

I fay forme bed is, as I can knowe, 
*]'hat no wight in Aewend^ but ye twcy, 
But it were (, for I can in a throwe 
Rcht^rfc her cafe unlike that (he can fey, 
And aftirthisdie may onis him prey 
To ben godclorde in (hort, and take her l;vc ; 
'i hii may not mukill of his ?fc him rcve. j 6 j 9 




H'ulSs, whiclu Ihiitliiiu (lirin iimt(<a-fan% 

He wq] it tcl, ] vrote it wol rtglit tii 
Thai (ccietB <». and for diB tnvrn'is 
Andthci, that knew noihUt^afhiaaKf 
Without moii: 10 I'milus in dtei -t 

Hckine in all ha );c>drly iohly wilt 
Gj« him falLC 3.1.1 «omii.[y t., piiia, ^ 

Andfaicd, IwiiyeBiMeilgUeari&^ '! oiimwiit 
Now, lure brathiTi be >U wbnle tpntcq|)d' tHi *" 
And her ariMLtigkt one' hit fholdi^ tahg'j siMks 
And him with alLbtrBit M KtOBiffCCl -. . tt sLrA); 
AiftebeQcDiiiaMimikiiiiM^i^pMWi ^<1>4| 

So after tbi* (qtodAe) W* T^vtbafak^^w ]»il 
MydErebrathirJDcipkabinsiidi^. '.j.''j'i y'r7ulir 
For loTC of Godi will fo dattb PiodiMvk^^nl " 
To bcngoile Iwde ind frtade offbtltntft^ jfn\ :■' ■ 
Unto CtcCeiAe, wbiiJiethal ceMunljt ir' .:ih -, i: 
RccevidwrDng.uwtotwallliWBRtaitbrei' ' 
That catibErctfewtllhcittliaD'tdadv^: .. .li 

This Pandiiriuj^iiewcliutdnigaStc^.. . , 
Andallher cticrchnKe,indtkitWiQas^... n . 
Whanir<va>&ied,ibnea£lbin«skitc' .1 ' 
(Quod Ttoiliii) AirMKulBAiegcniB. ! 
I wollrlglit fjJD withAUmrnugltt heboiE, ■ 
Have Qod my troutfa, fan cinle Sae to fiillii^i 
No wgood thrift bExnye ( ^lUMlUtleDtbcQfcnb) it 
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(QnodPandanit) And it your will ybe 
hu fliemaie take l^r linrfi or that ihe go. 
, ellit God forbid it ! (tho quod he) 
that (he vouchfafin for to doe £0. 
jid with tl)at word^ (qnod Tkoiliu) Ye tWD» 
eiphobos aD4 my fuitir lefe and dere, 
b you have I to fpeke of a matere, X 694 

To ben avifid by your rede the better; 
nd found (as hap was) at his bedd'is hedde 
he copie of a tretifeand a Icttar 
hat Hedor had him (ent to aflpo redde 
foche a man wa» worthy to ben dedde f 
Tote I naught who, but in a grii}y wiiip 
ieprayid *hein anone on it avife. x;oi 

Deiphobns gap this letter for to* unfblde 
I emeftgrcte, fo did Helen the Qoeoe, 
qd roming oatwarde faft it gonne beholde, 
lounward a ^eirc, into ao herber grene; 
his ilki tbix)g the! rcddin *hem betwenc, 
ndlargily the moantenauDce of an houre 
}iei gonne on it to redin and to poure. X70S 

Now let *hem rede, and toar^i^ we anone 
o Pandams, that gsui full fs^ftd prie 
hat all was well, and out he gan to gone 
ito the grete chambir, and t^t in hie, 
nd fayid, God fave a^l this companie I 
ome, nece mine, my ladie Quepe Helen, 
hidith you, and eke xpy lordis twcne. 17x5 
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Rife, take Wit^ ^ott^jrownfeee Aiittgone,' ' - ' 
Orwhom-youlift-jb^noforee'likrdity; - 
The lafie prefie the Wtii* : t^e fordi with mti 
And lokith that ye tliMkiki homlnly 
Them jiiltlffct, atid'^i^ban ye mtie godify 
Your time ifeo takith ^ *hem yoiif' lcve» - ' i 
(j^ftwe to long his rdlis him birere.' 1729 

All innocefit of Plndanis enteht 
Quod th^Creieide, Go We, uacle dere'! ' 
And arme in arme ifaward with him ihe went, 
Avifing well her Wordis sod her cfaere ; 
And PandanH in enftellf alt manere 
Sayid, All folke, for <3odd*i9 love I praie, 
Stintith right here, and foftily yo a plaie . 17^^ 

Aviiith yoa What folke ben here within. 
And in what |»llt6 one is, Ood him amiende ! - 

And inward thvs full foftily begin ; 

Kece, I conjure and highly you defende, 

On his behalfe whiche that foule us all fende, 

And in the venue of corounis twaine, 

Sle&'nat this man that hath for you this paine. 173^ 
Fie on the devill ! thinke whiche one he is. 

And in what plite he lieth ; come of anone; 

Thinke all foche taried tide hot loft it nUs, 

That woU ye bothd feine whan ye ben one i 

And fecondly, there yet devinith- none 

Upon you two ; come of now if ye conne 

WWfi folke is bleikt, lo ! all the tiitie is vironde. X745 
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In titiring, and purfute, and delates, 
rhe folke devine at wegging of a (Ire, 
And though ye would han aftir merie daies 
Than dare ye nat ; and why ? for ihe and fh% 
Spake Ibchea worde ;Ti!raiielchf1re aidfieiP^^"''*^ 
Lad time he loftrtl-^c «|t-w^|i ^f<^dele, 
Come of therfore, and Brrngith nim u> hele* 1 75O 
^ -^'9ut now to you^ ye lovirs that ben here, 
*ra8 Troilus irat iHA tifliiddk/^ '' ^ '"' '^'^''- 
That laie and mi^td(V^hiri>rhrgxiif 'j/e^f h^fe, 
i^l^d thought, o Lordel rlg^firnowl'eDhltE myTott"" 
Tpnaj to die or have ati'ddd^fdlxiSort,* * ' ' ' * 
And was the firft time that he ihould her prale 
Of love ; mightie God ! yfhf^|t.J|u\i)^/^f^i(; | . .1757 
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